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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  d 

istribution 

Characteristic 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

64,874 

65,409 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . 

10,693 

10,814 

16.5 

16.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53.981 

54,595 

83.5 

83.5 

No  member  employed . 

1,384 

1,340 

2.1 

2.0 

Some  member  employed . 

52,597 

53,255 

81.3 

81.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

49,317 

49,932 

76.3 

76.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

45,775 

46,898 

70.8 

71.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,280 

3,323 

5.1 

5.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,867 

2,996 

4.4 

4.6 

White 

Total  families . 

55,570 

56,028 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

9,076 

9,129 

16.3 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

46,495 

46,899 

83.7 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

919 

846 

1.7 

1.5 

Some  member  employed . 

45,576 

46,053 

82.0 

82.2 

No  one  unemployed  . 

42,961 

43,449 

77.3 

77.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

40,041 

40,918 

72.1 

73.0 

Some  member  unemployed . 

2,615 

2,604 

4.7 

4.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,302 

2,359 

4.1 

4.2 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,233 

7,341 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,363 

1,427 

18.8 

19.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,870 

5,914 

81.2 

80.6 

No  member  employed . 

419 

454 

5.8 

6.2 

Some  member  employed . 

5,451 

5,460 

75.4 

74.4 

No  one  unemployed . 

4,868 

4,854 

67.3 

66.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

4,351 

4,462 

60.2 

60.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

583 

606 

8.1 

8.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

492 

533 

6.8 

7.3 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,765 

4,847 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

635 

655 

13.3 

13.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

4,130 

4,193 

86.7 

86.5 

No  member  employed . 

168 

150 

3.5 

3.1 

Some  member  employed . 

3,962 

4,043 

83.1 

83.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,605 

3,612 

75.7 

74.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,323 

3,414 

69.7 

70.4 

Some  member  unemployed . 

357 

431 

7.5 

8.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

313 

393 

6.6 

8.1 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Married-couple  families . 

50,881 

51,402 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,778 

7,832 

15.3 

15.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,103 

43,570 

84.7 

84.8 

No  member  employed . 

599 

561 

1.2 

1.1 

Some  member  employed . 

42,504 

43,009 

83.5 

83.7 

Husband  only . 

10,921 

10,868 

21.5 

21.1 

Wife  only  . 

2,361 

2,396 

4.6 

4.7 

Husband  and  wife . 

25,421 

26,121 

50.0 

50.8 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

20,204 

21,153 

39.7 

41.2 

Other  combinations . 

3,801 

3,623 

7.5 

7.0 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,986 

11,167 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,613 

2,677 

23.8 

24.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,373 

8,489 

76  2 

76.0 

No  member  employed . 

672 

674 

6.1 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

7,701 

7,815 

70.1 

70.0 

Householder  employed  . 

6,379 

6,420 

58.1 

57.5 

Householder  only  . 

3,929 

4,062 

35.8 

36.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,450 

2,358 

22.3 

21.1 

Other  combinations . 

1,322 

1,395 

12.0 

12.5 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,807 

2,841 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

302 

305 

10.8 

10.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,505 

2,536 

89.2 

89.3 

No  member  employed . 

113 

105 

4.0 

3.7 

Some  member  employed . 

2,392 

2,431 

85.2 

85.6 

Householder  employed  . 

2,037 

2,118 

72.6 

74.6 

Householder  only  . 

1,079 

1,150 

38.4 

40.5 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

958 

968 

34.1 

34.1 

Other  combinations . 

355 

313 

12.6 

11.0 

L 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment . 

4,664 

4,663 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,280 

3,323 

70.3 

71.3 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,384 

1,340 

29.7 

28.7 

Married-couple  families . 

3,155 

3,174 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

2,556 

2,614 

81.0 

82.4 

With  no  members  employed  . 

599 

561 

190 

17.7 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1,177 

1,141 

37.3 

35.9 

Wife  employed . 

664 

660 

21.0 

20.8 

Other(s)  employed  . 

62 

74 

2.0 

2.3 

No  one  employed  . 

451 

406 

14.3 

12.8 

With  wife  unemployed . 

866 

981 

27.4 

30.9 

Husband  employed  . 

788 

898 

25.0 

28.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

12 

13 

.4 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

66 

70 

2.1 

2.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,112 

1,053 

35.2 

33.2 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,221 

1,231 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

549 

557 

45.0 

45.2 

With  no  members  employed  . 

672 

674 

55.0 

54.8 

With  householder  unemployed . 

533 

544 

43.7 

44.2 

Other(s)  employed  . 

74 

86 

6.1 

7.0 

No  one  employed  . 

459 

458 

37.6 

37.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

688 

687 

56.3 

55.3 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

288 

257 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

175 

152 

60.8 

59.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

113 

105 

39  2 

40.9 

With  householder  unemployed . 

126 

116 

43.8 

45.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

42 

42 

14.6 

16.3 

No  one  employed  . 

84 

74 

29.2 

28.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

162 

141 

56.3 

54.9 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,435 

16,956 

14,479 

31,866 

17,002 

14,863 

Married-couple  families . 

23,899 

12,322 

11,577 

24,028 

12,289 

11,738 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,997 

11,836 

11,161 

23,190 

11,849 

11,341 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,068 

11,357 

10,711 

22,232 

11,373 

10,859 

Father  employed . 

7,200 

2,861 

4,339 

7,005 

2,706 

4,299 

Mother  employed . 

467 

321 

146 

453 

292 

162 

Both  employed . 

14,401 

8,175 

6,226 

14,774 

8,375 

6,398 

One  unemployed . 

929 

480 

449 

958 

476 

482 

Father  unemployed  . 

405 

230 

175 

356 

202 

154 

Mother  unemployed  . 

524 

250 

274 

602 

274 

328 

With  no  employed  parent . 

902 

485 

416 

836 

440 

397 

Father  unemployed  . 

251 

99 

152 

244 

98 

146 

Mother  unemployed  . 

29 

22 

7 

24 

15 

9 

Both  unemployed  . 

87 

32 

55 

61 

29 

32 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

535 

332 

202 

507 

298 

210 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,431 

3,917 

2,514 

6,667 

4,001 

2,667 

Mother  employed  . 

4,039 

2,806 

1,233 

4,174 

2,868 

1,306 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,392 

1,111 

1,281 

2,494 

1,132 

1,361 

Unemployed . 

449 

218 

231 

452 

225 

227 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,943 

893 

1,050 

2,042 

907 

1,134 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,104 

717 

387 

1,171 

712 

458 

Father  employed  . 

922 

598 

324 

1,001 

609 

392 

Father  not  employed  . 

182 

119 

64 

170 

103 

67 

Unemployed . 

63 

35 

29 

58 

32 

26 

Not  in  labor  force . 

119 

84 

35 

112 

71 

41 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

1,808 

886 

923 

1,797 

875 

922 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

r- 

Number 

Percent  Perc®nt 

of  '  Wl  h 

labor  S  er"P,oyed 

force  1  ,amily 
member(s) 

TOTAL 

j 

In  families  . 

148,419 

66.4 

5,063 

5.1 

67.8 

149,208 

66.9 

5,182 

5.2  69.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,492 

67.0 

3,434 

4.2 

77.8 

122,904 

67.6 

3,485 

4.2  !  80.5 

Husbands  . 

50,881 

78.2 

1,177 

3.0 

61.7 

51,401 

78  ? 

1,141 

2  8  j  64.4 

Wives . 

50,881 

57.8 

996 

3.4 

81.5 

51,401 

58.7 

1,074 

3.6  1  85.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

20,730 

62.3 

1,261 

9.8 

898 

20,102 

63.3 

1,270 

10.0  90.6 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

20,349 

61.7 

1,326 

10.6 

44.1 

20,675 

61.7 

1,415 

11.1  44.5 

Householder  . 

10,936 

62.9 

533 

7.7 

13.9 

11,167 

62.4 

544 

7.8  |  15.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,363 

60.2 

793 

14.1 

64.4 

9,508 

60. G 

!r 

'5.1  !  62.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,579 

70.6 

304 

7.7 

59.2 

5,629 

-1.2 

2<- 

7.1  1  55.5 

Householder  . 

2,807 

77.1 

126 

5.8 

33.0 

2,841 

78.6 

116 

5.2  j  36.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,772 

64.0 

178 

10.0 

77.4 

2,738 

63.5 

167 

9.4  j  69.2 

White 

i 

| 

In  families  . 

127,419 

66.8 

3,761 

4.4 

71.2 

127,660 

67.3 

3.738 

4  3  I  73.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,400 

67.0 

2,840 

3.9 

7.7.3 

109,564 

67.6 

2,837 

3.8  |  80.5 

Husbands  . 

45,915 

78.2 

979 

2.7 

61.5 

46,271 

78.3 

956 

2.6  i  64.2 

Wives . 

45,847 

57.1 

836 

3.2 

81.9 

46,248 

58.0 

897 

3.3  '  86.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

17,638 

63.7 

1,025 

9.1 

89.9 

17,045 

64  6 

984 

8.9  !  91.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,758 

63.6 

717 

8.2 

47.6 

13,719 

33.5 

664 

7.8  j  50.0 

Householder  . 

7,503 

63.7 

264 

5.5 

17.9 

7,505 

63.5 

250 

5.3  1  21.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,255 

63.6 

453 

11.4 

65.2 

6,214 

63.7 

434 

11.0  1  66.0 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,261 

71.6 

204 

6.7 

61.8 

4,407 

72.2 

215 

6.7  57.2 

Householder  . 

2,140 

78.4 

85 

5.1 

36.4 

2.24  2 

80.1 

89 

5.0  '  34.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,121 

64.8 

119 

8.7 

79.8 

•  2,165 

66.0 

8.8  1  72.9 

1 

Black 

In  families  . 

16,127 

63.9 

1,164 

11.3 

57.4 

13,428 

63.7 

1,275 

12.2  !  58.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,008 

67.7 

491 

8.1 

79.2 

9,197 

67  8 

512 

8.2  1  820 

Husbands  . 

3,491 

76.7 

166 

6.2 

64.5 

3,579 

75.8 

143 

5.3  }  70.3 

Wives . 

3,414 

65.4 

127 

5.7 

79.1 

3,512 

36.5 

133 

5.7  |  83.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,103 

56.4 

198 

16.7 

92.1 

2,106 

55.5 

236 

19.9  87.5 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

6,055 

57.8 

588 

16.8 

39.6 

6,331 

57.9 

706 

19.3  I  29.2 

Householder  . 

3,210 

61.5 

259 

13.1 

10.0 

3,321 

60.2 

281 

14.1  !  10.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,845 

53.6 

329 

21.6 

62.3 

3,010 

55.5 

425 

25.4  j  58.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

1,064 

66.1 

86 

12.2 

54.7 

900 

62.9 

57 

10.1  !  (’) 

Householder  . 

546 

71.6 

36 

9.2 

0 

461 

71.3 

22 

6.5  !  0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

518 

60.2 

50 

15.9 

0 

433 

53.4 

35 

14.9  O 

j 

Hispanic  origin 

1 

in  families  . 

11,308 

66.0 

585 

7.8 

65.6 

1 1 ,602 

65.6 

623 

l 

8.2  |  71.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,498 

66.8 

412 

7.3 

69.7 

3,734 

66  3 

447 

7.6  i  78.7 

Husbands  . 

3,292 

85.8 

144 

5.1 

49.0 

3.401 

(54.7 

162 

5  6  1  53.8 

Wives . 

3,390 

51.8 

105 

6.0 

68  9 

3,451 

52.0 

122 

6.8  j  86.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,816 

60.5 

163 

14.8 

83.4 

1,932 

61  8 

1  60 

13.6  92.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

2,070 

58.8 

126 

10.4 

54.0 

2,063 

55.2 

131 

11.5  1  48.9 

Householder  . 

1,156 

59.0 

48 

7.0 

O 

1,129 

r.\  o 

Go.  6 

*6 

7.5  1  {') 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

914 

58.6 

78 

14.6 

74.1 

934 

57  1 

85 

15.9  !  63.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

740 

77.2 

47 

8.2 

(’) 

755 

80  1 

45 

74  j  0 

Householder  . 

334 

88.1 

22 

7.6 

(’) 

342 

G8  0 

20 

6.6  |  (') 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

406 

68.3 

' 

25 

9.0 

0 

413 

73.7 

25 

6.4  (’) 

1 

Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  *he  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  abo1  e  race  and  Hispanic-ongin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  da*  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’  . 

43,242 

43,748 

100.0 

100.0 

$601 

$633 

One  earner . 

18,369 

18,142 

42.5 

41.5 

373 

385 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,873 

25,606 

57.5 

58.5 

793 

821 

Married-couple  families . 

34,143 

34,394 

100.0 

100.0 

674 

710 

One  earner . 

12,463 

12,208 

36.5 

35.5 

420 

439 

Husband  . 

9,619 

9,376 

28.2 

27.3 

487 

503 

Wife  . 

2,006 

2,066 

5.9 

6.0 

240 

246 

Other  family  member . 

838 

766 

2.5 

2.2 

236 

264 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,680 

22,186 

63.5 

64.5 

826 

855 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,893 

15,299 

43.6 

44.5 

779 

809 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

4,041 

4,078 

11.8 

11.9 

1,065 

1,133 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

2,116 

2,113 

6.2 

6.1 

807 

826 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

491 

497 

1.4 

1.4 

530 

533 

Other  family  members  only . 

139 

200 

.4 

.6 

498 

556 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,998 

7,209 

100.0 

100.0 

343 

360 

One  earner . 

4,716 

4,720 

67.4 

65.5 

266 

274 

Householder . 

3,693 

3,720 

52.8 

51.6 

278 

279 

Other  family  member . 

1,023 

1,000 

14.6 

13.9 

221 

247 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,282 

2,489 

32.6 

34.5 

553 

583 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,101 

2,145 

100.0 

100.0 

499 

521 

One  earner . 

1,191 

1,214 

56.7 

56.6 

374 

397 

Householder . 

961 

957 

45.7 

44.6 

393 

426 

Other  family  member . 

230 

257 

10.9 

12.0 

277 

276 

Two  or  more  earners . 

910 

931 

43.3 

43.4 

714 

706 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

36,896 

37,159 

100.0 

100.0 

620 

660 

One  earner . 

15,324 

15,052 

41.5 

40.5 

390 

404 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,572 

22,107 

58.5 

59.5 

807 

838 

Married-couple  families . 

30,365 

30,397 

100.0 

100.0 

683 

722 

One  earner . 

11,206 

10,887 

36.9 

35.8 

431 

457 

Husband  . 

8,725 

8,481 

28.7 

27.9 

494 

511 

Wife  . 

1,737 

1,763 

5.7 

5.8 

241 

242 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,160 

19,511 

63.1 

64.2 

837 

866 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,162 

13,477 

43.3 

44.3 

790 

819 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,882 

5,043 

100.0 

100.0 

360 

374 

One  earner . 

3,181 

3,226 

65.1 

64.0 

276 

284 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,701 

1,817 

34.9 

36.0 

559 

594 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,649 

1,719 

100.0 

100.0 

500 

558 

One  earner . 

938 

939 

56.9 

54.6 

384 

414 

Two  or  more  earners . 

711 

780 

43.1 

45.4 

725 

736 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’  . 

5,142 

5,149 

100.0 

100.0 

445 

462 

One  earner . 

2,536 

2,537 

49.3 

49.3 

266 

272 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,606 

2,612 

50.7 

50.7 

661 

685 

Married-couple  families . 

2,799 

2,838 

100.0 

100.0 

577 

591 

One  earner . 

882 

933 

31.5 

32.9 

297 

301 

Husband  . 

581 

595 

20.8 

21.0 

378 

376 

Wife  . 

211 

232 

7.5 

8.2 

220 

252 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,918 

1,904 

68.5 

67.1 

700 

732 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,342 

1,336 

47.9 

47.1 

665 

712 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,970 

1,986 

100.0 

100.0 

303 

317 

One  earner . 

1,432 

1,377 

72.7 

69.3 

239 

246 

Two  or  more  earners . 

537 

609 

27.3 

30.7 

521 

520 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

372 

325 

100.0 

100.0 

452 

414 

One  earner . 

165 

171 

44.2 

52.5 

350 

318 

Two  or  more  earners . 

151 

99 

40.4 

30.3 

682 

(2) 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and ' 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

3,305 

3,625 

100.0 

100.0 

$489 

$510 

One  earner . 

1,520 

1,580 

46.0 

43.6 

276 

292 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,785 

2,045 

54.0 

56.4 

669 

666 

Married-couple  families . 

2,444 

2,787 

100.0 

100.0 

518 

541 

One  earner . 

1,001 

1,089 

40.9 

39.1 

303 

307 

Husband  . 

821 

871 

33.6 

31.3 

327 

341 

Wife  . 

103 

123 

4.2 

4.4 

257 

202 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,444 

1,698 

59.1 

60.9 

682 

695 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

839 

967 

34.3 

34.7 

623 

638 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

614 

539 

100.0 

100.0 

295 

342 

One  earner . 

408 

350 

66.4 

65.0 

228 

242 

Two  or  more  earners . 

206 

189 

33.6 

35.0 

590 

536 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

247 

299 

100.0 

100.0 

522 

514 

One  earner . 

111 

142 

45.1 

47.4 

294 

306 

Two  or  more  earners . 

136 

157 

54.9 

52.6 

669 

588 

’  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 
either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000.  population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

42,845 

43,906 

100.0 

100.0 

$606 

$639 

One  earner . 

18,017 

18,208 

42.1 

41.5 

366 

384 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,828 

25,698 

57.9 

58.5 

788 

826 

Married-couple  families . 

33,519 

34,341 

100.0 

100.0 

684 

716 

One  earner . 

11,901 

11,826 

35.5 

34.4 

426 

450 

Husband  . 

8,938 

8,782 

26.7 

25.6 

500 

518 

Wife  . 

2,307 

2,269 

6.9 

6.6 

243 

.  253 

Other  family  member . 

656 

775 

2.0 

2.3 

229 

280 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,618 

22,516 

64.5 

65.6 

820 

855 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

15,475 

16,430 

46.2 

47.8 

780 

822 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,685 

3,668 

11.0 

10.7 

1,050 

1,111 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

1,775 

1,708 

5.3 

5.0 

780 

813 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

525 

527 

1.6 

1.5 

512 

526 

Other  family  members  only . 

159 

183 

.5 

.5 

492 

610 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

7,255 

7,493 

100.0 

100.0 

338 

348 

One  earner . 

4,825 

5,141 

66.5 

68.6 

257 

275 

Householder . 

3,848 

4,070 

53.0 

54.3 

265 

287 

Other  family  member . 

977 

1,071 

13.5 

14.3 

222 

220 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,430 

2,352 

33.5 

31.4 

567 

566 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,070 

2,071 

100.0 

100.0 

479 

524 

One  earner . 

1,290 

1,241 

62.3 

59.9 

362 

402 

Householder . 

1,013 

1,015 

48.9 

49.0 

393 

424 

Other  family  member . 

277 

226 

13.4 

10.9 

275 

300 

Two  or  more  earners . 

780 

830 

37.7 

40.1 

705 

782 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

36,453 

37,229 

100.0 

100.0 

630 

667 

One  earner . 

14,870 

14,998 

40.8 

40.3 

392 

408 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

21,582 

22,232 

59.2 

59.7 

801 

843 

Married-couple  families . 

29,791 

30,388 

100.0 

100.0 

695 

729 

One  earner . 

10,617 

10,547 

35.6 

34.7 

447 

470 

Husband  . 

8,141 

7,991 

27.3 

26.3 

509 

532 

Wife  . 

1,913 

1,869 

6.4 

6.2 

250 

257 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,174 

19,841 

64.4 

65.3 

828 

867 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,769 

14,523 

46.2 

47.8 

789 

832 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

5,096 

5,205 

100.0 

100.0 

356 

369 

One  earner . 

3,286 

3,484 

64.5 

66.9 

271 

289 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,809 

1,721 

35.5 

33.1 

573 

579 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,566 

1,636 

100.0 

100.0 

491 

546 

One  earner . 

967 

966 

61.8 

59.1 

377 

418 

Two  or  more  earners . 

599 

670 

38.2 

40.9 

711 

817 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

5,144 

5,213 

100.0 

100.0 

440 

453 

One  earner . 

2,583 

2,621 

50.2 

50.3 

245 

267 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,561 

2,593 

49.8 

49.7 

670 

678 

Married-couple  families . 

2,755 

2,840 

100.0 

100.0 

572 

586 

One  earner . 

903 

927 

32.8 

32.6 

265 

307 

Husband  . 

515 

537 

18.7 

18.9 

339 

363 

Wife  . 

312 

327 

11.3 

11.5 

205 

213 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,852 

1,913 

67.2 

67.4 

719 

729 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,303 

1,426 

47.3 

50.2 

694 

712 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,988 

2,058 

100.0 

100.0 

291 

293 

One  earner . 

1,423 

1,488 

71.6 

72.3 

224 

226 

Two  or  more  earners . 

565 

570 

28.4 

27.7 

551 

536 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

401 

315 

100.0 

100.0 

444 

439 

One  earner . 

257 

205 

64.0 

65.2 

289 

347 

Two  or  more  earners . 

144 

110 

36.0 

34.8 

683 

648 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  In  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

3,571 

3,711 

100.0 

100.0 

$441 

$481 

One  earner . 

1,726 

1,753 

48.3 

47.2 

272 

308 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,845 

1,958 

51.7 

52.8 

623 

649 

Married-couple  families . 

2,503 

2,688 

100.0 

100.0 

491 

533 

One  earner . 

1,074 

1,092 

42.9 

40.6 

296 

321 

Husband  . 

907 

851 

36.3 

31.6 

308 

347 

Wife  . 

125 

175 

5.0 

6.5 

208 

248 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,429 

1,596 

57.1 

59.4 

691 

674 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

895 

972 

35.8 

36.1 

636 

638 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

788 

727 

100.0 

100.0 

294 

342 

One  earner . 

524 

512 

66.5 

70.5 

225 

261 

Two  or  more  earners . 

264 

215 

33.5 

29.5 

536 

523 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

281 

297 

100.0 

100.0 

417 

472 

One  earner . . . 

128 

149 

45.7 

50.3 

221 

357 

Two  or  more  earners . 

153 

147 

54.3 

49.7 

515 

564 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces.  population  groups. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners' . 

3,259 

3,355 

_ 

_ 

$408 

$445 

Married-couple  families . 

2,450 

2,657 

100.0 

100.0 

465 

482 

Husband  unemployed . 

655 

661 

26.7 

24.9 

292 

286 

Wife  only  earner  . 

502 

475 

20.5 

17.9 

269 

258 

Wife  and  other  earner(s)  . 

111 

104 

4.5 

3.9 

482 

510 

Other  earners  only . 

42 

83 

1.7 

3.1 

ft 

ft 

Wife  unemployed  . 

916 

989 

37.4 

37.2 

453 

460 

Husband  only  earner . 

791 

831 

32.3 

31.3 

426 

434 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

106 

140 

4.3 

5.3 

672 

739 

Other  earners  only . 

19 

18 

.8 

.7 

ft 

ft 

Other  members  unemployed . 

879 

1,007 

35.9 

37.9 

661 

723 

Husband  or  wife  earners . 

330 

366 

13.5 

13.8 

492 

491 

Both  husband  and  wife  earners  . 

505 

604 

20.6 

22.7 

872 

898 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

44 

36 

1.8 

1.4 

ft 

ft 

Families  maintained  by  women'  . 

608 

577 

100.0 

100.0 

292 

329 

Householder  unemployed  . 

61 

83 

10.0 

14.4 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

547 

494 

90.0 

85.6 

305 

323 

Families  maintained  by  men' . 

202 

121 

100.0 

100.0 

368 

391 

Householder  unemployed  . 

55 

27 

27.4 

22.4 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  ..." . 

147 

94 

72.6 

77.6 

413 

ft 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces, 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  3  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

IV 

1988 

IV 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners' . 

2,909 

3,001 

_ 

$383 

$418 

Married-couple  families . 

2,210 

2,363 

100.0 

100.0 

442 

473 

Husband  unemployed . 

757 

747 

34.3 

31.6 

253 

279 

Wife  only  earner  . 

594 

558 

26.9 

23.6 

232 

245 

Wife  and  other  earner(s)  . 

94 

120 

4.3 

5.1 

ft 

544 

Other  earners  only . 

69 

69 

3.1 

2.9 

ft 

ft 

Wife  unemployed  . 

708 

840 

32.0 

35.5 

468 

473 

Husband  only  earner . 

591 

720 

26.8 

30.5 

427 

430 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

107 

111 

4.8 

4.7 

649 

745 

Other  earners  only . 

10 

8 

.5 

.3 

ft 

ft 

Other  members  unemployed . 

745 

776 

33.7 

32.9 

672 

727 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

291 

286 

13.2 

12.1 

494 

518 

Both  husband  and  wife  earners  . 

429 

451 

19.4 

19.1 

814 

872 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

24 

39 

1.1 

1.6 

ft 

ft 

Families  maintained  by  women'  . 

540 

521 

100.0 

100.0 

254 

308 

Householder  unemployed  . 

83 

93 

15.4 

17.8 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

456 

429 

84.6 

82.2 

276 

335 

Families  maintained  by  men' . 

159 

117 

100.0 

100.0 

296 

'  395 

Householder  unemployed  . 

24 

33 

14.9 

28.4 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

136 

84 

85.1 

71.6 

297 

ft 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or 
in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is 


either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

3  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


Table  8.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

Married-couple  families . 

50,851 

51,237 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,717 

7,794 

15.2 

15.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,135 

43,443 

84.8 

84.8 

No  member  employed  . 

635 

582 

1.2 

1.1 

Some  member  employed . 

42,499 

42,861 

83.6 

83.7 

Husband  only  . 

11,286 

11,135 

22  2 

21.7 

Wife  only  ...  . 

2,326 

2,383 

4.6 

4.7 

Husband  and  wife  . 

24,859 

25,618 

48.9 

50.0 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

19,529 

20,559 

38  4 

40.1 

Other  combinations  . 

4,028 

3,725 

7.9 

7.3 

Families  maintained  bv  women  . 

10.725 

10,997 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,617 

2,639 

24.4 

24.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,108 

8,357 

75.6 

76.0 

No  member  employed . 

677 

671 

6.3 

6.1 

Some  member  employed . 

7,431 

7,686 

69.3 

69.9 

Householder  employed  . 

6,121 

6,338 

57.1 

57.6 

Householder  onlv  . 

3,800 

3,999 

35.4 

36.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,321 

2,340 

21.6 

21.3 

Other  combinations  . . . 

1,310 

1,348 

12.2 

12.3 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,862 

2,878 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  iabor  force . 

359 

323 

12.5 

11.2 

With  at  least  one  membet  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,503 

2,555 

87.5 

88.8 

No  member  employed . 

122 

113 

4(3 

3.9 

Some  member  employed . 

2,381 

2,442 

83.2 

84.9 

Householder  employed  . 

2,045 

2,113 

71.5 

73.4 

Householder  only  . 

1,074 

1,107 

37.5 

38.5 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

971 

1,006 

33.9 

35.0 

Other  combinations . 

336 

329 

11.7 

11.4 

Table  9.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  annual 
averages 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1988 

1989 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounqer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

otal  families . 

31,504 

17,039 

14,465 

31,712 

16,946 

14,766 

Married-couple  families  . 

23,968 

12,370 

11,597 

24,023 

12,326 

11,697 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,037 

11,873 

11,165 

23,145 

11,867 

11,278 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,045 

11,354 

10,692 

22,197 

11,386 

10,811 

Father  employed . 

7,553 

3,075 

4,478 

7,316 

2,885 

4,431 

Mother  employed . 

465 

320 

146 

458 

317 

141 

Both  employed . 

14,027 

7,959 

6,068 

14,423 

8,184 

6,239 

One  unemployed  . 

991 

519 

472 

949 

482 

467 

Father  unemployed  . 

423 

245 

178 

380 

215 

165 

Mother  unemployed  . 

568 

274 

294 

569 

267 

302 

With  no  employed  parent . 

931 

498 

434 

877 

458 

419 

Father  unemployed  . 

275 

103 

172 

256 

97 

160 

Mother  unemployed  . 

39 

26 

13 

30 

17 

13 

Both  unemployed  . 

75 

29 

46 

62 

29 

33 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

542 

340 

203 

529 

315 

213 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,402 

3,927 

2,475 

6,542 

3,907 

2,636 

Mother  employed  . 

3,943 

2,755 

1,188 

4,089 

2,806 

1,283 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,460 

1,173 

1,287 

2,454 

1,101 

1,353 

Unemployed  . 

463 

246 

217 

463 

232 

231 

Not  in  labor  force  . 

1,997 

927 

1,070 

1,991 

869 

1,122 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,134 

742 

393 

1,146 

713 

433 

Father  employed  . 

933 

613 

320 

974 

610 

364 

Father  not  employed  . 

201 

129 

72 

172 

103 

69 

Unemployed  . 

76 

42 

34 

58 

30 

28 

Not  in  labor  force  . 

125 

87 

38 

114 

73 

41 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

1,919 

965 

954 

1,818 

887 

932 

fable  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

42,913 

43,525 

100.0 

100.0 

$596 

$624 

One  earner  . 

18,327 

18,284 

42.7 

42.0 

367 

376 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,586 

25,241 

57.3 

58.0 

781 

812 

Married-couple  families . 

33,864 

34,125 

100.0 

100.0 

668 

701 

One  earner . 

12,365 

12,139 

36.5 

35.6 

418 

430 

Husband  . 

9,429 

9,175 

27.8 

26.9 

489 

502 

Wife  . 

2,199 

2,236 

6.5 

6.6 

238 

251 

Other  family  member . 

736 

727 

2.2 

2.1 

228 

253 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,499 

21,987 

63.5 

64.4 

811 

845 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

15,278 

15,761 

45.1 

46.2 

773 

808 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,667 

3,727 

10.8 

10.9 

1,049 

1,105 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

1,872 

1,811 

5.5 

5.3 

787 

801 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

520 

519 

1.5 

1.5 

495 

521 

Other  family  members  only  . 

162 

169 

.5 

.5 

494 

558 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,989 

7,295 

100.0 

100.0 

334 

347 

One  earner . 

4,741 

4,929 

67.8 

67.6 

260 

273 

Householder  . 

3,743 

3,898 

53.6 

53.4 

269 

282 

Other  family  member . 

999 

1,031 

14.3 

14.1 

225 

234 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,247 

2,366 

32.2 

32.4 

554 

566 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,061 

2,104 

100.0 

100.0 

486 

506 

One  earner . 

1,221 

1,216 

59.3 

57.8 

374 

382 

Householder  . 

972 

971 

47.2 

46.1 

400 

414 

Other  family  member . 

249 

245 

12.1 

11.6 

256 

266 

Two  or  more  earners . 

840 

888 

40.7 

42.2 

700 

718 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

36,667 

36,981 

100.0 

100.0 

616 

651 

One  earner . 

15,319 

15,133 

41.8 

40.9 

388 

397 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,348 

21,848 

58.2 

59.1 

793 

827 

Married-couple  families . 

30,135 

30,233 

100.0 

100.0 

677 

712 

One  earner . 

11,120 

10,815 

36.9 

35.8 

432 

449 

Husband  . 

8,609 

8,310 

28.6 

27.5 

497 

511 

Wife  . 

1,866 

1,879 

6.2 

6.2 

243 

254 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,015 

19,418 

63.1 

64.2 

818 

854 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,516 

13,944 

44.9 

46.1 

780 

817 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,930 

5,114 

100.0 

100.0 

351 

363 

One  earner . 

3,260 

3,377 

66.1 

66.0 

272 

285 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,669 

1,737 

33.9 

34.0 

561 

577 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,602 

1,634 

100.0 

100.0 

496 

522 

One  earner . 

938 

940 

58.6 

57.5 

387 

399 

Two  or  more  earners . 

664 

694 

41.4 

42.5 

706 

741 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

4,999 

5,133 

100.0 

100.0 

435 

447 

One  earner  . 

2,475 

2,575 

49.5 

50.2 

255 

268 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,525 

2,558 

50.5 

49.8 

667 

680 

Married-couple  families . 

2,747 

2,782 

100.0 

100.0 

576 

579 

One  earner . 

878 

929 

31.9 

33.4 

281 

299 

Husband  . 

546 

576 

19.9 

20.7 

339 

360 

Wife  . 

258 

282 

9.4 

10.1 

205 

230 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,870 

1,853 

68.1 

66.6 

713 

730 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,340 

1,348 

48.8 

48.4 

685 

706 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,884 

1,984 

100.0 

100.0 

291 

303 

One  earner . 

1,366 

1,419 

72.5 

71.5 

230 

240 

Two  or  more  earners . 

518 

565 

27.5 

28.5 

517 

525 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

368 

367 

100.0 

100.0 

419 

430 

One  earner . 

231 

227 

62.7 

61.8 

307 

309 

Two  or  more  earners . 

137 

140 

37.3 

38.2 

676 

,  615 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  annual  averages  —Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1988 

— 

1989 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

3,384 

3,542 

100.0 

100.0 

-  -  - 

S451 

$480 

One  earner . 

1,585 

1,591 

46.8 

44.9 

280 

291 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,799 

1,950 

53.2 

55.1 

631 

648 

Married-couple  families . 

2,488 

2,619 

100.0 

100.0 

494 

520 

One  earner . 

1,044 

1,044 

42.0 

39.9 

301 

310 

Husband  . 

867 

858 

34.8 

32.8 

316 

332 

Wife  . 

119 

126 

4.8 

4.8 

236 

220 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,444 

1,574 

58.0 

60.1 

671 

667 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

908 

977 

36.5 

37.3 

623 

630 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

634 

633 

100.0 

100.0 

295 

337 

One  earner . 

421 

409 

66.3 

64.6 

220 

236 

Two  or  more  earners . 

214 

224 

33.7 

35.4 

525 

547 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

261 

291 

100.0 

100.0 

429 

467 

One  earner . 

120 

138 

46.0 

47.6 

306 

285 

Two  or  more  earners . 

141 

152 

54.0 

52.4 

522 

601 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces, 
in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is 
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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

III 

1988 

in 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

64,586 

65,117 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,661 

10,635 

16.5 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,925 

54,482 

83.5 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,415 

1,296 

2.2 

2.0 

Some  member  employed . 

52,510 

53,186 

81.3 

81.7 

No  one  unemployed  . 

48,875 

49,699 

75.7 

76.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

45,631 

46,828 

70.7 

71.9 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,635 

3,487 

5.6 

5.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,187 

3,174 

4.9 

4.9 

White 

Total  families . 

55,571 

55,858 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

9,097 

9,059 

16.4 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,475 

46,799 

83.6 

83.8 

No  member  employed . 

938 

848 

1.7 

1.5 

Some  member  employed . 

45,537 

45,952 

81.9 

82.3 

No  one  unemployed  . 

42,685 

43,240 

76.8 

77.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

39,998 

40,891 

72.0 

73.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

2,852 

2,712 

5.1 

4.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,516 

2,489 

4.5 

4.5 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,174 

7,275 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,306 

1,338 

18.2 

18.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,868 

5,936 

81.8 

81.6 

No  member  employed . 

441 

406 

6.1 

5.6 

Some  member  employed . 

5,427 

5,531 

75.6 

76.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,759 

4,866 

66.3 

66.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

4,297 

4,444 

59.9 

61.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

668 

665 

9.3 

9.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

569 

585 

7.9 

8.0 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,574 

4,877 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

615 

645 

13.4 

13.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,959 

4,232 

86.6 

86.8 

No  member  employed . 

143 

166 

3.1 

3.4 

Some  member  employed . 

3,815 

4,065 

83.4 

83.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,428 

3,613 

74.9 

74.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,189 

3,415 

69.7 

70.0 

Some  member  unemployed . 

387 

453 

8.5 

9.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

336 

415 

7.3 

8.5 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

Married-couple  families . . . 

51,051 

51,330 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,750 

7,807 

15.2 

15.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,301 

43,522 

84.8 

84.8 

No  member  employed . 

594 

505 

1.2 

1.0 

Some  member  employed . 

42,707 

43,017 

83.7 

83.8 

Husband  only . 

11,371 

11,299 

22.3 

22.0 

Wife  only  . 

2,139 

2,232 

4.2 

4.3 

Husband  and  wife . : . 

24,823 

25,427 

48.6 

49.5 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,929 

20,045 

37.1 

39.1 

Other  combinations . 

4,374 

4,060 

8.6 

7.9 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

10,661 

10,884 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,538 

2,503 

23.8 

23.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,123 

8,382 

76.2 

77.0 

No  member  employed . 

704 

699 

6.6 

6.4 

Some  member  employed . 

7,419 

7,683 

69.6 

70.6 

Householder  employed  . 

6,096 

6,331 

57.2 

58.2 

Householder  only  . 

3,666 

3,887 

34.4 

35.7 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,430 

2,444 

22.8 

22.5 

Other  combinations . 

1,323 

1,352 

12.4 

12.4 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,875 

2,904 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

373 

325 

13.0 

11.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  iabor  force  . 

2,502 

2,578 

87.0 

88.8 

No  member  employed . 

118 

92 

4.1 

3.2 

Some  member  employed . 

2,384 

2,486 

82.9 

85.6 

Householder  employed  . 

2,058 

2,164 

71.6 

74.5 

Householder  only  . 

1,055 

1,105 

36.7 

38.1 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

1,003 

1,059 

34.9 

36.5 

Other  combinations . 

326 

322 

11.3 

11.1 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  c 

)f  families 

Percent  d 

istribution 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

III 

1988 

III 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,050 

4,783 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,635 

3,487 

72.0 

72.9 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,415 

1,296 

28.0 

27.1 

Married-couple  families . 

3,379 

3,237 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

2,786 

2,732 

82.5 

84.4 

With  no  members  employed  . 

594 

505 

17.6 

15.6 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,082 

1,058 

32.0 

32.7 

Wife  employed . 

608 

625 

18.0 

19.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

70 

66 

2.1 

2.0 

No  one  employed  . 

404 

368 

12.0 

11.4 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,051 

1,054 

31.1 

32.6 

Husband  employed . 

961 

989 

28.4 

30.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

14 

14 

.4 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

76 

51 

2.2 

1.6 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

1,246 

1,124 

36.9 

34.7 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,349 

1,325 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

645 

626 

47.8 

47.2 

With  no  members  employed  . 

704 

699 

52.2 

52.8 

With  householder  unemployed . 

548 

576 

40.6 

43.5 

Other(s)  employed  . 

80 

96 

5.9 

7.2 

No  one  employed  . 

468 

480 

34.7 

36.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

801 

749 

59.4 

56.5 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

322 

222 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

204 

129 

63.4 

58.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

118 

92 

36.6 

41.4 

With  householder  unemployed . 

126 

98 

39.1 

44.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

42 

35 

13.0 

15.8 

No  one  employed  . 

84 

63 

26.1 

28.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

196 

124 

60.9 

55.9 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


III  I  III 

1988 _ ; _  1989 


Characteristic 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounqer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,567 

17,021 

14,546 

31,660 

16,708 

14,952 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,058 

12,383 

11,675 

24,049 

12,168 

11,881 

With  employed  parent(s)  . 

23,194 

*1 1,915 

11,279 

23,204 

11,716 

11,488 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,215 

11,398 

10,815 

22,229 

1 1 ,244 

10,986 

Father  employed . 

7,851 

3,254 

4,596 

7,553 

2,974 

4,579 

Mother  employed . 

432 

305 

126 

427 

303 

124 

Both  employed . 

13,932 

7,839 

6,093 

14,249 

7,967 

6,283 

One  unemployed  . 

980 

517 

464 

974 

472 

502 

Father  unemployed  . 

368 

219 

150 

344 

180 

164 

Mother  unemployed  . 

612 

298 

314 

630 

292 

338 

With  no  employed  parent . 

864 

466 

397 

846 

452 

393 

Father  unemployed  . 

251 

95 

155 

229 

90 

139 

Mother  unemployed  . 

39 

20 

19 

22 

12 

10 

Both  unemployed  . 

62 

24 

38 

61 

29 

31 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

512 

327 

185 

534 

321 

213 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,383 

3,923 

2,460 

6,416 

3,822 

2,593 

Mother  employed  . 

3,925 

2,737 

1,188 

4,053 

2,762 

1,292 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,458 

1,186 

1,271 

2,362 

1,061 

1,301 

Unemployed  . 

480 

245 

234 

488 

241 

247 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,978 

941 

1,037 

1,874 

820 

1,054 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,127 

716 

411 

1,196 

718 

477 

Father  employed  . 

920 

593 

327 

1  021 

616 

405 

Father  not  employed  . 

207 

122 

84 

174 

102 

72 

Unemployed  . 

76 

37 

39 

45 

18 

27 

Not  in  labor  force . 

131 

85 

45 

129 

84 

45 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

1,888 

938 

949 

1,819 

862 

956 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1988 

III 

1989 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemplov 

ed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemploved 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

148,792 

67.2 

5,465 

5.5 

70.2 

148,874 

67.7 

5,314 

5.3 

71.4 

In  married-couple  families  . 

123,259 

67.8 

3,628 

4.3 

79.8 

122,856 

68.2 

3,554 

4.2 

82.5 

Husbands  . 

51,051 

78.4 

1,082 

2.7 

62.7 

51,330 

78.4 

1,058 

2.6 

65.2 

Wives . 

51,051 

56.2 

1,150 

4.0 

85.6 

51,330 

57.2 

1,146 

3.9 

88.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,157 

69.8 

1,396 

9.5 

88.2 

20,196 

70.3 

1,350 

9.5 

91.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,837 

62.4 

1,493 

12.1 

49.0 

20,212 

63.4 

1,514 

11.8 

47.6 

Householder  . 

10,661 

62.3 

548 

8.3 

14.7 

10,884 

63.5 

576 

8.3 

16.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,176 

62.5 

945 

16.5 

68.9 

9,328 

63.4 

938 

15.9 

66.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,697 

70.9 

344 

8.5 

61.0 

5,806 

72.3 

247 

5.9 

57.1 

Householder  . 

2,875 

76.0 

126 

5.8 

32.7 

2,904 

77.9 

98 

4.3 

36.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,822 

65.7 

218 

11.8 

77.2 

2,902 

66.6 

149 

7.7 

71.2 

White 

In  families  . 

127,775 

67.5 

4,010 

4.6 

73.1 

127,519 

68.1 

3,850 

4.4 

74.6 

In  married-couple  families  . 

110,044 

67.7 

2,968 

4.0 

79.8 

109,549 

68.1 

2,896 

3.9 

82.6 

Husbands  . 

46,065 

78.4 

907 

2.5 

61.3 

46,207 

78.4 

868 

2.4 

64.0 

Wives . 

45,977 

55.5 

961 

3.8 

86.2 

46,150 

56.4 

969 

3.7 

89.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,002 

71.6 

1,100 

8.5 

89.3 

17,192 

71.9 

1,059 

8.6 

91.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,303 

64.6 

798 

9.3 

51.1 

13,373 

65.4 

779 

8.9 

49.2 

Householder  . 

7,267 

63.3 

286 

6.2 

18.9 

7,331 

64.8 

312 

6.6 

21.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,036 

66.2 

512 

12.8 

69.1 

6,042 

66.2 

467 

11.7 

67.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,428 

72.4 

244 

7.6 

64.8 

4,597 

74.4 

176 

5.1 

53.4 

Householder  . 

2,239 

77.7 

83 

4.8 

36.9 

2,321 

80.0 

80 

4.3 

36.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,189 

66.9 

161 

11.0 

78.9 

2,276 

68.7 

96 

6.1 

68.1 

Black 

In  families  . 

16,173 

65.2 

1,293 

12.3 

60.9 

16,320 

65.2 

1,294 

12.2 

61.9 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,209 

69.5 

538 

8.4 

80.7 

9,158 

69.5 

542 

8.5 

82.7 

Husbands  . 

3,561 

77.9 

131 

4.7 

70.4 

3,603 

77.9 

152 

5.4 

73.4 

Wives . 

3,467 

65.5 

149 

6.6 

84.3 

3,502 

65.2 

142 

6.2 

85.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,181 

62.3 

258 

19.0 

84.3 

2,053 

62.0 

248 

19.5 

86.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,981 

58.4 

671 

19.2 

46.9 

6,265 

59.3 

691 

18.6 

45.6 

Householder  . 

3,115 

61.1 

250 

13.1 

9.9 

3,242 

60.8 

247 

12.5 

9.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,866 

55.5 

421 

26.5 

68.8 

3,023 

57.8 

444 

25.4 

65.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men  . 

983 

65.4 

85 

13.2 

44.7 

897 

63.1 

60 

10.6 

63.3 

Householder  . 

512 

68.1 

36 

10.2 

(’) 

454 

67.8 

14 

4.5 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

471 

62.4 

49 

16.6 

(’) 

443 

58.1 

46 

17.8 

0 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

11,143 

66.6 

598 

8.1 

72.5 

1 1 ,693 

67.1 

693 

8.8 

71.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,576 

67.8 

422 

7.3 

75.1 

8,924 

68.9 

504 

8.2 

79.8 

Husbands  . 

3,235 

86.4 

143 

5.1 

53.8 

3,466 

86.1 

165 

5.5 

59.5 

Wives . 

3,326 

51.3 

106 

6.2 

79.0 

3,460 

52.7 

136 

7.5 

84.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,015 

65.1 

173 

13.2 

90.0 

1,998 

66.8 

203 

15.2 

93.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,887 

56.8 

133 

12.4 

60.2 

1,938 

55.3 

152 

14.2 

45.4 

Householder  . 

1,044 

54.2 

39 

6.9 

(’) 

1,063 

53.4 

61 

10.8 

16.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

843 

60.1 

94 

18.5 

77.3 

875 

57.8 

91 

18.1 

64.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

680 

78.2 

43 

8.1 

(’) 

831 

75.7 

37 

5.9 

(’) 

Householder  . 

304 

85.0 

18 

7.0 

0 

371 

80.4 

13 

4.4 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

376 

72.9 

25 

9.2 

0 

460 

72.0 

24 

7.2 

0 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

SECOND  QUARTER  1989 


Fifty-three  million  families  had  at  least  one  employed  member  in  the 
second  quarter  of  1989,  an  increase  of  800,000  from  a  year  earlier,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  In 
releasing  data  from  the  Current  Population  Survey,  BLS  also  reported  that 
the  median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  families  rose  4.2  percent  to  $622 
per  week  over  the  same  period.  Other  second-quarter  highlights  were: 

- The  number  of  families  with  at  least  one  full-time  worker  rose  by 

nearly  800,000  to  a  level  of  49.1  million,  or  three-fourths  of  all 

families.  (See  table  A.) 

- Just  10.6  million  families  (16  percent)  had  no  members  in  the  labor 

force,  and,  in  three-fifths  of  them,  everyone  was  60  years  old  or  over. 
(See  table  1.) 

- The  number  of  families  in  which  both  the  husband  and  wife  were 

employed  jumped  by  900,000  over  the  year  to  a  total  of  25.8  million.  Most 

of  this  gain  was  among  families  with  no  children  under  the  age  of  18;  the 
number  with  school-age  children  (6  to  17  year-olds)  rose  by  only  200,000. 
(See  tables  2  and  4.) 

- About  4.9  million  families  had  an  unemployed  member,  little  changed 

from  a  year  earlier.  The  impact  of  unemployment  on  these  families  varies 
considerably  depending  largely  on  their  makeup.  For  example,  of  the 
married-couple  families  with  an  unemployed  member,  83  percent  had  at  least 
one  other  member  who  was  employed.  On  the  other  hand,  in  families 
maintained  by  women  (no  husband  present),  and  with  an  unemployed  member, 
the  probability  of  having  another  member  with  a  job  was  much  lower;  only 
half  of  these  families  had  someone  working.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

- The  median  weekly  earnings  of  married-couple  families  with  wage  and 

salary  workers  rose  4.5  percent  over  the  year  to  reach  $698.  Nearly  two- 
thirds  of  these  families  had  two  or  more  earners,  and  their  median  earnings 
were  $850.  Median  earnings  of  families  maintained  by  women  ($340)  remained 
about  half  those  of  married-couple  families,  in  part  because  only  one-third 
have  more  than  one  earner.  (See  table  6.) 
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- Median  earnings  of  white  f amilies - ( $647 )  continued  to  exceed  those 

for  black  families  ($439)  and  Hispanic  families  ($451).  These  differences 
are  explained  in  part  by  the  fact  that  there  are  relatively  fewer  multi¬ 
earner  families  among  blacks  and  Hispanics.  (See  table  6.) 


Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 


Total  families . 

With  employed  raember(s) . 

Percent  of  total  families . 

With  member (s)  employed  full  time . 

Percent  of  total  families . 

With  unemployed  member (s)... . 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

Percent  of  total  families . 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed 
Percent  of  total  families . 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years 
Percent  of  total  families . 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

Percent  of  total  families . 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

Percent  of  total  families . 


II 

1988 

II 

1989 

Change 

64,249 

64,995 

746 

52,188 

53,027 

839 

81.2 

81.6 

.4 

48,373 

49,126 

753 

75.3 

75.6 

.3 

4,951 

4,926 

-25 

72.3 

72.7 

.4 

7.7 

7.6 

-.1 

1,372 

1,343 

-29 

2.1 

2.1 

— 

10,690 

10,625 

-65 

60.3 

61 .0 

.7 

16.6 

16.3 

-.3 

31,485 

31,248 

-237 

88.6 

89.0 

.4 

59.4 

60.9 

1.5 

49.0 

\ 

48.1 

-.9 

14,392 

14,326 

-66 

87.7 

87.3 

-.4 

52.1 

52.9 

.8 

22.4 

22.0 

-.4. 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  55,800  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below . 

Family .  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary”  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children .  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed .  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awaiting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies . 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

64,249 

64,995 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,690 

10,625 

16.6 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,559 

54,370 

83.4 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,372 

1,343 

2.1 

2.1 

Some  member  employed . 

52,188 

53,027 

81.2 

81.6 

No  one  unemployed  . 

48,609 

49,445 

75.7 

76.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

45,246 

45,964 

70.4 

70.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,579 

3,582 

5.6 

5.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,127 

3,162 

4.9 

4.9 

White 

Total  families . 

55,317 

55,725 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,969 

8,944 

16.2 

16.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,348 

46,781 

83.8 

83.9 

No  member  employed . 

876 

866 

1.6 

1.6 

Some  member  employed . 

45,472 

45,915 

82.2 

82.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

42,671 

43,143 

77.1 

77.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

39,867 

40,208 

72.1 

72.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

2,801 

2,772 

5.1 

5.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,452 

2,483 

4.4 

4.5 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,095 

7,291 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,443 

1,429 

20.3 

19.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,652 

5,862 

79.7 

80.4 

No  member  employed . 

449 

436 

6.3 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

5,203 

5,426 

73.3 

74.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,541 

4,735 

64.0 

64.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

4,068 

4,280 

57.3 

58.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

662 

691 

9.3 

9.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

573 

578 

8.1 

7.9 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . . . 

4,489 

598 

4,717 

621 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

13.3 

13.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . : . 

3,891 

4,096 

86.7 

86.8 

No  member  employed . 

172 

175 

3.8 

3.7 

Some  member  employed . 

3,719 

3,921 

82.8 

83.1 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,327 

3,518 

74.1 

74.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,102 

3,231 

69.1 

68.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

392 

403 

8.7 

8.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

327 

370 

7.3 

7.8 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races’’  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

11 

1989 

Married-couple  families . 

50,767 

51,305 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,684 

43,083 

7,684 

43,620 

15  1 

15  0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

84.9 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

606 

583 

1.2 

1.1 

Some  member  employed . 

42,477 

43,037 

83.7 

83.9 

Husband  only . 

11,330 

11,116 

22.3 

21.7 

Wife  only  . 

2,251 

2,314 

4.4 

4.5 

Husband  and  wife  . 

24,858 

25,770 

49.0 

50.2 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

19,463 

20,272 

38.3 

39.5 

Other  combinations . 

4,038 

3,837 

' 

8.0 

7.5 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,540 

10,801 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,627 

2,609 

24.9 

24.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,913 

8,193 

75.1 

75.9 

No  member  employed . 

647 

644 

6.1 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

7,266 

7,549 

68.9 

69.9 

Householder  employed  . 

5,965 

6,221 

56.6 

57.6 

Householder  only  . 

3,790 

3,851 

36.0 

35.7 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,175 

2,370 

20.6 

21.9 

Other  combinations . 

1,301 

1,328 

12.3 

12.3 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,943 

2,889 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

379 

332 

12.9 

11.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,564 

2,557 

87.1 

88.5 

No  member  employed . 

119 

116 

4.0 

4.0 

Some  member  employed . 

2,445 

2,441 

83.1 

84.5 

Householder  employed  . 

2,128 

2,103 

72.3 

72.8 

Householder  only  . 

1,108 

1,079 

37.6 

37.3 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

1,020 

1,024 

34.7 

35.4 

Other  combinations . 

317 

338 

10.8 

11.7 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distnbution 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment . 

4,951 

4,926 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,579 

3,582 

72.3 

72.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,372 

1,343 

27.7 

27.3 

Marned-couple  families . 

3,370 

3,374 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

2,764 

2,791 

82.0 

82.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

606 

583 

18.0 

17.3 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,151 

1,088 

34.2 

32.2 

Wife  employed . 

664 

626 

19.7 

18.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

67 

58 

2.0 

1.7 

No  one  employed  . 

420 

404 

12.5 

12.0 

With  wife  unemployed . 

865 

919 

25.7 

27.2 

Husband  employed . 

762 

814 

22.6 

24.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

19 

25 

.6 

.7 

No  one  employed  . 

84 

80 

2.5 

2.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . . 

1,354 

1,367 

40.2 

40.5 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,269 

1,278 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

622 

634 

49.0 

49.6 

With  no  members  employed  . 

647 

644 

51.0 

50.4 

With  householder  unemployed . . 

534 

534 

42.1 

41.8 

Other(s)  employed  . 

90 

95 

7.1 

7.4 

No  one  employed  . 

444 

439 

35.0 

34.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

735 

744 

57.9 

58.2 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

312 

274 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

193 

158 

61.9 

57.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

119 

116 

38.1 

42.3 

With  householder  unemployed . 

149 

114 

47.8 

41.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

53 

29 

17.0 

10.6 

No  one  employed  . 

96 

85 

30.8 

31.0 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

163 

160 

j 

52.2 

58.4 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

11 

1388 

II 

1989 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,485 

1 7,092 

14  392 

31  248 

16,922 

14,326 

Married-couple  families  . 

23,955 

12,458 

11,497 

23,752 

12,399 

11,353 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,013 

11,931 

11,081 

22,866 

11,929 

10,939 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,108 

11,441 

10,667 

22,035 

11,513 

10,522 

Father  employed . 

7,673 

3,149 

4,525 

7,321 

3,002 

4,319 

Mother  employed . 

469 

322 

146 

470 

330 

141 

Both  employed . 

13,966 

7,970 

5,996 

14,244 

8,181 

6,062 

One  unemployed  . 

905 

491 

414 

832 

416 

416 

Father  unemployed  . 

405 

237 

168 

329 

180 

149 

Mother  unemployed  . 

500 

254 

246 

503 

236 

267 

With  no  employed  parent . 

943 

526 

416 

885 

470 

415 

Father  unemployed  . 

253 

110 

143 

258 

100 

158 

Mother  unemployed  . 

48 

36 

12 

41 

20 

21 

Both  unemployed  . 

71 

28 

42 

49 

22 

27 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

571 

352 

219 

537 

328 

209 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,327 

3,842 

2,485 

6,378 

3,813 

2,565 

Mother  employed  . 

3,862 

2,669 

1,193 

3,981 

2,755 

1,226 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,465 

1,173 

1,292 

2,398 

1,058 

1,340 

Unemployed  . 

462 

254 

208 

441 

228 

213 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,003 

919 

1,084 

1,957 

830 

1,127 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,202 

792 

410 

1,119 

711 

408 

Father  employed  . . 

1,010 

664 

345 

952 

614 

338 

Father  not  employed  . 

193 

128 

65 

166 

97 

70 

Unemployed  . 

75 

45 

30 

59 

27 

33 

Not  in  labor  force  . 

118 

83 

35 

107 

70 

37 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

1,814 

964 

849 

1,680 

813 

868 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


II 

1988 

• 

II 

1989 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Characteristic 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

148,526 

66.3 

5,409 

5.5 

70.3 

149,034 

67.1 

5,267 

5.3 

70.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,858 

67.1 

3,646 

4.4 

79.8 

123,309 

67.7 

3,582 

4.3 

80.5 

Husbands  . 

50,767 

78.4 

1,151 

2.9 

63.5 

51,305 

78.6 

1,088 

2.7 

62.8 

Wives . 

50,767 

56.4 

960 

3.4 

82.4 

51,305 

57.8 

998 

3.4 

84.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,324 

65.6 

1,535 

11.0 

90.3 

20,699 

65.4 

1.496 

11.0 

90.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

19,748 

60.5 

1,414 

11.8 

48.9 

19,888 

62.0 

1,396 

11.3 

48.3 

Householder  . 

10,540 

61.7 

534 

8.2 

16.8 

10,801 

62.5 

534 

7.9 

17.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,208 

59.1 

880 

16.2 

68.4 

9,087 

61.4 

862 

15.4 

67.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,921 

70.1 

350 

8.4 

58.3 

5,838 

70.9 

290 

7.0 

51.4 

Householder  . 

2,943 

77.4 

149 

6.6 

36.0 

2,889 

76.8 

114 

5.1 

25.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,978 

62.9 

201 

10.7 

74.5 

2,949 

65.1 

176 

9.1 

68.5 

White 

In  families  . 

127,667 

66.9 

3,894 

4.6 

74.1 

127,639 

67.6 

3,780 

4.4 

73.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,954 

67.1 

2,971 

4.0 

80.4 

109,814 

67.7 

2,879 

3.9 

80.2 

Husbands  . 

45,904 

78.4 

966 

2.7 

64.0 

46,135 

78.6 

885 

2.4 

61.3 

Wives . 

45,821 

55.7 

781 

3.1 

84.3 

46,049 

57.0 

830 

3.2 

85.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,229 

67.5 

1,224 

9.9 

91.0 

17,630 

67.0 

1,164 

9.9 

90.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

13,171 

63.3 

709 

8.5 

51.1 

13,351 

65.0 

718 

8.3 

51.9 

Householder  . 

7,124 

63.3 

264 

5.9 

19.9 

7,336 

64.2 

289 

6.1 

24.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,047 

63.3 

445 

11.6 

69.6 

6,015 

65.9 

429 

10.8 

70.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,542 

71.3 

213 

6.6 

62.4 

4,474 

72.3 

184 

5.7 

57.1 

Householder  . 

2,284 

78.8 

92 

5.1 

42.3 

2,238 

78.7 

65 

3.7 

28.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,258 

63.7 

121 

8.4 

77.6 

2,236 

65.8 

119 

8.1 

72.3 

Black 

In  families  . 

16,067 

63.0 

1,336 

• 

13.2 

59.2 

16,320 

63.9 

1,314 

12.6 

60.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,009 

68.1 

554 

9.0 

76.7 

9,301 

68.6 

577 

•  9.0 

81.3 

Husbands  . 

3,473 

78.1 

143 

5.3 

61.0 

3,620 

77.5 

156 

5.6 

70.0 

Wives . 

3,384 

65.0 

142 

6.5 

71.4 

3,540 

65.7 

128 

5.5 

79.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,152. 

56.8 

269 

22.0 

87.9 

2,141 

58.5 

293 

23.4 

88.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

5,991 

54.5 

671 

20.5 

46.8 

5,991 

56.0 

653 

19.5 

44.3 

Householder  . 

3,102 

58.3 

257 

14.2 

14.6 

3,166 

59.3 

233 

12.4 

9.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,889 

50.5 

414 

28.4 

66.6 

2,825 

52.3 

420 

28.5 

63.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

1,067 

68.0 

112 

15.4 

46.4 

1,028 

67.4 

83 

12.0 

43.4 

Householder  . 

535 

72.2 

50 

12.9 

(’) 

517 

69.6 

41 

11.4 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

532 

63.8 

62 

18.4 

69.3 

511 

65.1 

42 

12.6 

0 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10.989 

65.7 

646 

9.0 

67.3 

11,520 

66.8 

617 

8.0 

67.9 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,364 

67.5 

465 

8.2 

75.7 

8,761 

68.2 

449 

7.5 

77.7 

Husbands  . 

3,161 

85.6 

152 

5.6 

61.5 

3,316 

86.2 

124 

4.3 

48.9 

Wives . 

3,271 

52.0 

107 

6.3 

77.8 

3,452 

54.6 

139 

7.3 

86.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,932 

64.2 

206 

16.6 

85.5 

1,993 

61.6 

186 

15.2 

90.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,822 

52.0  ' 

136 

14.3 

42.6 

1,915 

56.9 

127 

11.7 

40.9 

Householder  . 

971 

50.3 

42 

8.6 

(’) 

1,036 

55.2 

59 

10.4 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

851 

54.0 

94 

20.4 

56.6 

879 

59.1 

68 

13.1 

61.9 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

803 

77.5 

46 

7.4 

0 

844 

75.6 

40 

6.3 

(’) 

Householder  . 

354 

85.4 

23 

7.5 

(’) 

373 

82.1 

20 

6.7 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

449 

71.2 

23 

7.2 

(') 

471 

70.6 

20 

6.1 

O’ 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Charactistic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’  . 

42,637 

43,198  ' 

100  0 

100  0 

$597 

IL&OO 

One  earner . 

18,201 

18,161 

42.7 

42.0 

367 

370 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,436 

25,037 

57.3 

58.0 

782 

817 

Marned-couple  families . 

33,839 

34,052 

100.0 

100.0 

668 

698 

One  earner . 

12,400 

12,175 

36.6 

35.8 

418 

419 

Husband . . . 

9,532 

9,293 

28.2 

27.3 

490 

492 

Wife  . 

2,121 

2,180 

6.3 

6.4 

232 

244 

Other  family  member . 

747 

703 

2.2 

2.1 

236 

234 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,439 

21,876 

63.4 

64.2 

809 

850 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

15,375 

15,817 

45.4 

46.5 

770 

817 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,601 

3,684 

10.6 

10.8 

1037 

1074 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

1,806 

1,736 

5.3 

5.1 

804 

781 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

465 

505 

1.4 

1.5 

466 

557 

Other  family  members  only  . 

192 

135 

.6 

.4 

507 

501 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,679 

7,039 

100.0 

100.0 

330 

340 

One  earner . 

4,592 

4,794 

68.7 

68.1 

258 

269 

Householder . . . 

3,645 

3,796 

54.6 

53.9 

267 

279 

Other  family  member . 

947 

998 

14.2 

14.2 

224 

231 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,087 

2,245 

31.3 

31.9 

559 

570 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,119 

2,107 

100.0 

100.0 

493 

491 

One  earner . 

1,209 

1,192 

57.1 

56.6 

379 

342 

Householder . 

995 

947 

46.9 

44.9 

400 

386 

Other  family  member . 

214 

245 

10.1 

11.6 

261 

251 

Two  or  more  earners . _... 

910 

916 

42.9 

43.4 

713 

720 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

36,570 

36,640 

100.0 

100.0 

616 

647 

One  earner . 

15,313 

14,937 

41.9 

40.8 

389 

391 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,257 

.  21,703 

58.1 

59.2 

792 

829 

Marned-couple  families . 

30,173 

30,095 

100.0 

100.0 

676 

708 

One  earner . 

11,207 

10,766 

37.1 

35.8 

•433 

434 

Husband . . . 

8,743 

8,349 

29.0 

27.7 

498 

501 

Wife  . 

1,814 

1,806 

6.0 

6.0 

237 

245 

Two  or  more  earners . : . 

18,966 

19,328 

62.9 

64.2 

813 

857 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,596 

13,966 

45.1 

46.4 

776 

825 

Families  maintained  by  women  . . 

4,725 

4,959 

100.0 

100.0 

349 

363 

One  earner . 

3,176 

3,270 

67.2 

65.9 

269 

283 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,550 

1,689 

32.8 

34.1 

574 

574 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,671 

1,586 

100.0 

100.0 

505 

510 

One  earner . 

930 

901 

55.7 

56.8 

393 

361 

Two  or  more  earners  . . 

741 

685 

44.3 

43.2 

719 

752 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

4,828 

5,145 

100.0 

100.0 

432 

439. 

One  earner . 

2,355 

2,610 

48.8 

50.7 

258 

268 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,472 

2,535 

51.2 

49.3 

682 

711 

Mamed-couple  families . 

2,734 

2,859 

100.0 

100.0 

583 

586 

One  earner . . 

859 

971 

31.4 

33.9 

292 

307 

Husband  . 

565 

609 

20.6 

21.3 

324 

374 

Wife  . „ . 

230 

296 

8.4 

10.4 

202 

234 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,875 

1,888 

68.6 

66.1 

736 

765 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,360 

1,395 

49.8 

48.8 

693 

728 

Families  maintained  by  women  . . . 

1,740 

1,858 

100.0 

100.0 

278 

285 

One  earner . . . 

1,276 

1,383 

73.4 

74.4 

228 

243 

Two  or  more  earners . 

463 

475 

26.6 

25.6 

488 

533 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

354 

428 

100.0 

100  0 

410 

385 

One  earner . 

182 

203 

51.5 

47  4 

346 

306 

Two  or  more  earners . 

134 

172 

37.8 

40.1 

692 

558 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families  Percent  distribution  >  Median  weekly  earnings 


Charactistic 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

1988 

1989 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  . 

3,351 

3,331 

100.0 

100.0 

$447 

$451 

One  earner  . 

1,530 

1,464 

45.7 

44.0 

289 

276 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,821 

1,866 

54.3 

56.0 

624 

646 

Married-couple  families . 

2,571 

2,447 

100.0 

100.0 

489 

508 

One  earner . 

1,081 

970 

42.0 

39.7 

304 

294 

Husband  . 

903 

826 

35.1 

33.7 

311 

314 

Wife  . 

127 

105 

5.0 

4.3 

259 

209 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,490 

1,477 

58.0 

60.3 

662 

681 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

953 

936 

37.1 

38.3 

635 

647 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

479 

588 

100.0 

100.0 

291 

327 

One  earner . 

326 

359 

68.2 

61.1 

221 

227 

Two  or  more  earners . 

152 

229 

31.8 

38.9 

487 

454 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

301 

295 

100.0 

100.0 

392 

403 

One  earner . 

123 

134 

40.8 

45.5 

319 

280 

Two  or  more  earners . 

178 

161 

59.2 

54.5 

481 

524 

’  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or 
in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is 
either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origm  groups  will  not 


sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Charactistic 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

II 

1988 

If 

1989 

II 

1988 

II 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,129 

3,049 

$403 

$430 

Married-couple  families . 

2,405 

2,405 

100.0 

100.0 

455 

473 

Husband  unemployed  . 

680 

627 

28.3 

26.1 

252 

272 

Wife  only  earner . 

520 

476 

21.6 

19.8 

232 

255 

Wife  and  other  eamer(s) . 

93 

89 

3.9 

3.7 

0 

0 

Other  earners  only . 

67 

62 

2.8 

2.6 

0 

0 

Wife  unemployed  . 

708 

792 

29.4 

32.9 

398 

419 

Husband  only  earner . 

592 

663 

24.6 

27.6 

356 

399 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

102 

106 

4.3 

4.4 

709 

692 

Other  earners  only . 

13 

24 

.6 

1.0 

0 

0 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,017 

986 

42.3 

41.0 

696 

691 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

406 

342 

16.9 

14.2 

598 

526 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

577 

620 

24.0 

25.8 

777 

868 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

34 

23 

1.4 

1.0 

0 

0 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

567 

536 

100.0 

100.0 

283 

307 

Householder  unemployed . 

78 

107 

13.7 

20.0 

0 

193 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

489 

428 

86.3 

80.0 

310 

334 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

158 

109 

100.0 

100.0 

321 

378 

Householder  unemployed . 

33 

34 

21.0 

31.7 

O 

O 

(0 

Other  member)  s)  unemployed  . 

125 

74 

79.0 

68.3 

355 

Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or 
in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is 


either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100.000. 


' 


For  more  information,  clip  and  send  this  page  to  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
Electronic  News  Release  Service,  441  G  St  N.W.,  Room  2029,  Washington,  D.C. 
20212.  If  your  mailing  label  is  not  on  this  page,  or  needs  correction,  please 
provide  your  current  mailing  address. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

FIRST  QUARTER  1989 

The  number  of  families  with  at  least  one  employed  member  working  full 
time  continued  to  increase  in  the  first  quarter  of  1989,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  Data  from 
the  Current  Population  Survey  show  48.4  million  such  families  in  the  first 
quarter,  500,000  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Over  this  same  period,  the  median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  all 
families  rose  4.3  percent  to  $605  a  week,  and  prices,  as  measured  by  the 
Consumer  Price  Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers,  rose  by  4.8  percent.  Other 
first-quarter  1989  highlights  were: 

- About  52.5  million  families,  or  81  percent  of  the  total,  had  at 

least  one  employed  member  in  the  first  quarter.  Black  families  were  still 
less  likely  to  have  an  employed  member  than  were  either  white  or  Hispanic 
families.  (See  tables  A  and  1.) 

- The  number  of  families  with  an  unemployed  member  was  5.1  million, 

400,000  below  the  level  of  a  year  earlier.  Nearly  all  of  the  improvement 
in  unemployment  occurred  among  married-couple  families.  About  92  percent 
of  families  had  no  unemployment.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

- The  number  of  families  in  which  both  the  husband  and  wife  were 

employed  rose  by  900,000  over  the  year  to  a  total  of  25.2  million,  one-half 
of  all  married-couple  families.  Families  with  and  without  children  shared 
equally  in  the  gain.  (See  tables  2  and  4.) 

- About  19.2  million  mothers — 63  percent  of  the  total — were  working 

in  the  first  quarter.  The  over-the-year  gain  of  400,000  was  divided  evenly 
between  mothers  of  preschoolers  and  mothers  of  school-age  children.  The 
number  of  families  with  an  unemployed  parent  fell  by  250,000.  (See  table 
4.) 


- Median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  married-couple  families  were 

$678  a  week  in  the  first  quarter,  4.6  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier. 
The  median  for  families  with  at  least  two  earners  (usually  the  husband  and 
wife)  was  $824  a  week,  67  percent  higher  than  that  for  families  where  the 
husband  was  the  sole  earner.  Median  earnings  of  families  maintained  by 
women  ($344)  remained  about  half  those  of  married-couple  families.  (See 
table  6.) 
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- Median  earnings  of  white  families  ($626)  continued  to  exceed  those 

for  black  families  ($438)  and  Hispanic  families  ($456).  This  difference  is 
explained  in  part  by  the  fact  that  a  higher  proportion  of  white  families 
had  two  or  more  earners.  (See  table  6.) 

Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characterlstlca  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

I 

1988 

I 

1989 

Change 

Total  families . . . . . . . 

64,246 

64,899 

653 

With  employed  member (s) . . . . . 

51,950 

52,535 

585 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

80.9 

80.9 

- 

With  member (s)  employed  full  time . 

47,883 

48,372 

489 

Percent  of  total  families . 

74.5 

74.5 

— 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

5,452 

5,067 

-385 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

71.3 

70.7 

-.6 

Percent  of  total  families.... . . . . . 

8.5 

7.8 

-.7 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . . 

1,567 

1,483 

-84 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.4 

2.3 

-.1 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . . . 

10,729 

10,881 

152 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

60.1 

60.3 

.2 

Percent  of  total  families. . . 

16.7 

16.8 

.1 

With  children  under  18  years  old..... . . . 

31,531 

31,466 

-65 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . . . 

88.1 

88.5 

.4 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

59.5 

61.0 

1.5 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

49.1 

48.5 

-.6 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

14,445 

14,558 

113 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . . . . . . 

86.9 

86.9 

- 

Percent  with  employed  mother. ••••• . ••••• 

51.8 

52.9 

1.1 

Percent  of  total  families . ••••• . . 

22.5 

22.4 

-.1 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  55,800  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed.  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awaiting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed • 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  MHow  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clus tered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  c 

)f  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

64,246 

64,899 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,729 

10,881 

16.7 

16.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,517 

54,018 

83.3 

83.2 

No  member  employed . . 

1,567 

1,483 

2.4 

2.3 

Some  member  employed . 

51,950 

52,535 

80.9 

80.9 

No  one  unemployed  . 

48,065 

48,951 

74.8 

75.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

44,535 

45,259 

69.3 

69.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,885 

3,584 

6.0 

5.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,348 

3,113 

5.2 

4.8 

White 

Total  families . 

55,332 

55,693 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

9,051 

9,170 

16.4 

16.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,281 

46,523 

83.6 

83.5 

No  member  employed . 

1,053 

966 

1.9 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

45,228 

45,557 

81.7 

81.8 

No  one  unemployed  . . 

42,141 

42,717 

76.2 

76.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

39,179 

39,623 

70.8 

71.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,087 

2,840 

5.6 

5.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,687 

2,479 

4.9 

4.5 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,101 

7,289 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,435 

1,442 

20.2 

19.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,665 

5,846 

79.8 

80.2 

No  member  employed . 

463 

471 

6.5 

6.5 

Some  member  employed . 

5,202 

5,376 

73.3 

73.8 

No  one  unemployed  . . . 

4,535 

4,750 

63.9 

65.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

4,056 

4,240 

57.1 

58.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

667 

626 

9.4 

8.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

547 

532 

7.7 

7.3 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,483 

4,718 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

681 

703 

15.2 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

3,801 

4,015 

84.8 

85.1 

No  member  employed  . . 

177 

147 

3.9 

3.1 

Some  member  employed . 

3,624 

3,868 

80.8 

82.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,244 

3,501 

72.4 

74.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,986 

3,234 

66.6 

68.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

380 

367 

8.5 

7.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

313 

315 

7.0 

6.7 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  c 

>f  families 

Percent  distribution 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Married-couple  families . 

50,707 

51,023 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,655 

7,834 

15.1 

15.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,052 

43,190 

84.9 

84.6 

No  member  employed . 

744 

664 

1.5 

1.3 

Some  member  employed . 

42,308 

42,526 

83.4 

83.3 

Husband  only . . 

1 1 ,523 

11,105 

22.7 

21.8 

Wife  only  . 

2,551 

2,572 

5.0 

5.0 

Husband  and  wife . 

24,336 

25,225 

48.0 

49.4 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

19,521 

20,206 

38.5 

39.6 

Other  combinations . 

3,898 

3,624 

7.7 

7.1 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

10,714 

10,992 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,692 

2,709 

25.1 

24.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,023 

8,283 

74.9 

75.4 

No  member  employed . 

685 

671 

6.4 

6.1 

Some  member  employed . 

7,338 

7,612 

68.5 

69.3 

Householder  employed  . 

6,045 

6,283 

56.4 

57.2 

Householder  only  . 

3,813 

3,993 

35.6 

36.3 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,232 

2,290 

20.8 

20.8 

Other  combinations . 

1,293 

1,329 

12.1 

12.1 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,824 

2,883 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

382 

338 

13.5 

11.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,442 

2,545 

86.5 

88.3 

No  member  employed . 

138 

149 

4.9 

5.2 

Some  member  employed . 

2,304 

2,397 

81.6 

83.1 

Householder  employed  . 

1,958 

2,059 

69.3 

71.4 

Householder  only  . 

1,056 

1,076 

37.4 

37.3 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

902 

983 

31.9 

34.1 

Other  combinations . 

346 

338 

12.3 

11.7 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number 

)f  families 

Percent  distribution 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,452 

5,067 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,885 

3,584 

71.3 

70.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,567 

1,483 

28.7 

29.3 

Married-couple  families . 

3,802 

3,440 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,058 

2,777 

80.4 

80.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

744 

664 

19.6 

19.3 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,533 

1,369 

40.3 

39.8 

Wife  employed . 

884 

827 

23.3 

24.0 

Other(s)  employed  . 

74 

56 

1.9 

1.6 

No  one  employed  . 

575 

485 

15.1 

14.1 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,024 

911 

26.9 

26.5 

Husband  employed . 

933 

815 

24.5 

23.7 

Other(s)  employed  . 

20 

16 

.5 

.5 

No  one  employed  . 

71 

80 

1.9 

2.3 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,245 

1,160 

32.7 

33.7 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,307 

1,286 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

622 

615 

47.6 

47.8 

With  no  members  employed  . 

685 

671 

52.4 

52.2 

With  householder  unemployed . 

559 

559 

42.8 

43.5 

Other(s)  employed  . 

103 

97 

7.9 

7.5 

No  one  employed  . 

456 

462 

34.9 

35.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

748 

727 

57.2 

56.5 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

343 

341 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

204 

192 

59.5 

56.3 

With  no  members  employed  . 

138 

149 

40.2 

43.7 

With  householder  unemployed . 

167 

165 

48.7 

48.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

58 

54 

1.6.9 

15.8 

No  one  employed  . 

109 

111 

31.8 

32.6 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

176 

176 

51.3 

51.6 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,531 

17,086 

14,445 

31,466 

16,908 

14,558 

Married-couple  families . 

23,959 

12,319 

1 1 ,640 

23,856 

12,316 

11,540 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,942 

1 1 ,806 

11,136 

22,921 

11,844 

1 1 ,076 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,793 

11,218 

10,575 

21,921 

11,291 

10,630 

Father  employed . 

7,488 

3,037 

4,452 

7,235 

2,846 

4,389 

Mother  employed . 

494 

329 

165 

493 

352 

141 

Both  employed . 

13,811 

7,852 

5,958 

14,193 

8,093 

6,100 

One  unemployed . 

1,149 

588 

561 

1,000 

552 

446 

Father  unemployed  . 

512 

294 

218 

480 

292 

187 

Mother  unemployed  . 

637 

294 

343 

520 

260 

259 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,017 

512 

505 

935 

471 

464 

Father  unemployed  . 

345 

109 

236 

286 

97 

189 

Mother  unemployed  . 

42 

27 

15 

35 

22 

13 

Both  unemployed  . 

79 

30 

49 

75 

34 

40 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

551 

346 

205 

539 

318 

222 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,467 

4,025 

2,442 

6,522 

3,883 

2,639 

Mother  employed  . 

3,944 

2,807 

1,137 

4,027 

2,758 

1,269 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,523 

1,218 

1,306 

2,495 

1,124 

1,371 

Unemployed . 

461 

265 

196 

448 

226 

222 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,062 

953 

1,110 

2,047 

898 

1,149 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,104 

742 

363 

1,088 

710 

378 

Father  employed  . 

881 

596 

285 

903 

593 

310 

Father  not  employed  . 

223 

145 

77 

185 

116 

68 

Unemployed . 

91 

51 

39 

72 

47 

24 

Not  in  labor  force . 

132 

94 

38 

113 

69 

44 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,167 

1,070 

1,096 

1,916 

978 

934 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family. 

member(s) 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

148,076 

65.6 

5,990 

6.2 

69.3 

148,679 

66.0 

5,526 

5.6 

69.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,324 

66.3 

4,158 

5.1 

77.7 

122,542 

66.6 

3,724 

4.6 

78.5 

Husbands  . 

50,707 

78.3 

1,533 

3.9 

62.5 

51,023 

78.1 

1,369 

3.4 

64.6 

Wives . 

50,707 

56.5 

1,152 

4.0 

83.9 

51,023 

57.7 

1,018 

3.5 

83.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

20,910 

61.2 

1,473 

11.5 

88.8 

20,496 

60.6 

1,337 

10.8 

89.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

20,076 

60.2 

1,468 

12.1 

48.1 

20,318 

61.0 

1,427 

11.5 

47.9 

Householder  . 

10,714 

61.6 

559 

8.5 

18.4 

10,992 

62.2 

559 

8.2 

17.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,362 

58.6 

909 

16.6 

66.4 

9,326 

59.6 

868 

15.6 

67.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,675 

68.2 

363 

9.4 

58.1 

5,817 

70.0 

375 

9.2 

54.1 

Householder  . 

2,824 

75.2 

167 

7.9 

35.1 

2,883 

77.1 

165 

7.4 

33.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,851 

61.2 

196 

11.3 

77.6 

2,934 

62.9 

210 

11.3 

70.7 

White 

In  families . 

127,339 

66.0 

4,454 

5.3 

72.3 

127,496 

66.4 

4,078 

4.8 

72.6 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,455 

66.2 

3,435 

4.7 

78.0 

109,365 

66.7 

3,078 

4.2 

78.5 

Husbands  . 

45,780 

78.3 

1,291 

3.6 

62.6 

45,980 

78.1 

1,155 

3.2 

64.1 

Wives . 

45,724 

55.6 

950 

3.7 

85.0 

45,926 

57.0 

841 

3.2 

83.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

17,951 

62.4 

1,194 

10.7 

89.3 

17,459 

62.1 

1,082 

10.0 

89.6 

In.  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,415 

63.0 

763 

9.0 

51.6 

13,654 

63.1 

755 

8.8 

52.7 

Householder  . 

7,303 

63.0 

287 

6.2 

23.3 

7,448 

63.6 

297 

6.3 

21.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,112 

62.9 

476 

12.4 

68.8 

6,206 

62.5 

458 

11.8 

73.4 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,469 

69.3 

255 

8.2 

57.3 

4,477 

70.5 

245 

7.8 

59.6 

Householder  . 

2,239 

76.5 

119 

7.0 

33.7 

2,235 

77.7 

108 

6.2 

39.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,230 

62.1 

136 

9.8 

77.6 

2,242 

63.3 

137 

9.7 

75.3 

Black 

In  families  . 

15,972 

62.9 

1,335 

13.3 

58.6 

16,201 

63.2 

1,269 

12.4 

57.4 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,913 

68.5 

562 

9.2 

76.9 

9,026 

67.0 

510 

8.4 

79.6 

Husbands  . 

3,498 

77.1 

178 

6.6 

62.5 

3,525 

76.4 

162 

6.0 

68.2 

Wives . 

3,402 

66.7 

154 

6.8 

76.5 

3,449 

65.3 

141 

6.3 

82.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,013 

56.3 

230 

20.3 

87.7 

2,052 

53.5 

207 

18.9 

86.8 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

6,122 

54.6 

679 

20.3 

43.9 

6,119 

56.8 

644 

18.5 

42.5 

Householder  . 

3,145 

58.5 

262 

14.2 

13.1 

3,247 

59.6 

249 

12.9 

13.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,977 

50.4 

417 

27.8 

63.3 

2,872 

53.7 

395 

25.6 

61.1 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

937 

63.9 

93 

15.5 

57.0 

1,056 

68.9 

114 

15.7 

42.1 

Householder  . 

468 

69.1 

41 

12.8 

0 

534 

76.0 

51 

12.7 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

469 

58.6 

52 

18.9 

0 

522 

61.8 

63 

19.5 

60.7 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,777 

64.7 

628 

9.0 

66.6 

11,249 

65.2 

583 

8.0 

69.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,186 

66.5 

458 

8.4 

72.1 

8,369 

65.9 

400 

7.2 

74.0 

Husbands  . 

3,108 

85.8 

185 

7.0 

53.4 

3,222 

85.7 

132 

4.8 

53.8 

Wives . 

3,254 

53.0 

108 

6.3 

81.3 

3,382 

52.8 

121 

6.8 

80.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,824 

57.7 

165 

15.6 

86.9 

1,765 

54.9 

147 

15.2 

86.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,966 

55.1 

138 

12.7 

54.3 

2,098 

58.0 

146 

12.0 

59.6 

Householder  . 

1,068 

51.5 

48 

8.7 

0 

1,141 

56.1 

58 

9.1 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

898 

59.5 

90 

16.8 

66.3 

957 

60.2 

88 

15.3 

80.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

625 

71.0 

32 

7.2 

(') 

782 

76.0 

37 

6.2 

0 

Householder  . 

304 

82.1 

19 

7.6 

(') 

356 

83.6 

13 

4.4 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

321 

60.4 

13 

6.8 

0 

426 

69.5 

24 

8.0 

(’) 

Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Charactistic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners'  . 

42,930 

43,317 

100.0 

100.0 

$580 

$605 

One  earner . 

18,722 

18,642 

43.6 

43.0 

361 

367 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,208 

24,676 

56.4 

57.0 

763 

794 

Married-couple  families . 

33,953 

33,877 

100.0 

100.0 

648 

678 

One  earner . 

12,695 

12,419 

37.4 

36.7 

409 

420 

Husband  . 

9,627 

9,283 

28.4 

27.4 

480 

494 

Wife  . 

2,364 

2,443 

7.0 

7.2 

236 

265 

Other  family  member . 

704 

693 

2.1 

2.0 

211 

225 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,259 

21,458 

62.6 

63.3 

790 

824 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

15,370 

15,545 

45.3 

45.9 

762 

790 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,340 

3,498 

9.8 

10.3 

1040 

1097 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

1,793 

1,699 

5.3 

5.0 

753 

768 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

599 

560 

1.8 

1.7 

470 

499 

Other  family  members  only . 

158 

156 

.5 

.5 

474 

589 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

7,023 

7,362 

100.0 

100.0 

323 

344 

One  earner . 

4,832 

5,016 

68.8 

68.1 

260 

272 

Householder  . 

3,784 

3,969 

53.9 

53.9 

267 

278 

Other  family  member . 

1,048 

1,046 

14.9 

14.2 

233 

242 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,190 

2,347 

31.2 

31.9 

534 

567 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,954 

2,078 

100.0 

100.0 

468 

482 

One  earner . 

1,195 

1,207 

61.2 

58.1 

375 

347 

Householder  . 

921 

964 

47.1 

46.4 

425 

396 

Other  family  member . 

274 

243 

14.0 

11.7 

218 

247 

Two  or  more  earners . 

759 

870 

38.8 

41.9 

654 

672 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners1  . 

36,748 

36,968 

100.0 

100.0 

597 

626 

One  earner  . 

15,766 

15,557 

42.9 

42.1 

383 

389 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,982 

21,411 

57.1 

57.9 

774 

803 

Married-couple  families . 

30,21 1 

30,167 

100.0 

100.0 

655 

687 

One  earner . 

1 1 ,450 

11,111 

37.9 

36.8 

420 

436 

Husband  . 

8,829 

8,434 

29.2 

28.0 

487 

503 

Wife  . 

2,000 

2,088 

6.6 

6.9 

244 

270 

Two  or  more  earners . 

18,761 

19,056 

62.1 

63.2 

797 

831 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,539 

13,831 

44.8 

45.8 

768 

795 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

5,015 

5,200 

100.0 

100.0 

337 

355 

One  earner . 

3,398 

3,496 

67.8 

67.2 

272 

283 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,617 

1,703 

32.2 

32.8 

543 

572 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,523 

1,601 

100.0 

100.0 

483 

490 

One  earner . 

919 

950 

60.3 

59.3 

398 

370 

Two  or  more  earners . 

604 

652 

39.7 

40.7 

660 

670 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners1  . 

4,884 

5,027 

100.0 

100.0 

421 

438 

One  earner  . 

2,424 

2,530 

49.6 

50.3 

250 

267 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,460 

2,497 

50.4 

49.7 

659 

685 

Married-couple  families . 

2,701 

2,624 

100.0 

100.0 

575 

572 

One  earner . 

867 

890 

32.1 

33.9 

268 

297 

Husband  . 

525 

560 

19.4 

21.3 

318 

347 

Wife  . 

280 

280 

10.4 

10.7 

196 

223 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,834 

1,734 

67.9 

66.1 

701 

740 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,355 

1,257 

50.2 

47.9 

692 

727 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,837 

2,011 

100.0 

100.0 

289 

308 

One  earner . 

1,333 

1,420 

72.5 

70.6 

228 

238 

Two  or  more  earners . 

505 

591 

27.5 

29.4 

502 

551 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

346 

392 

100.0 

100.0 

393 

454 

One  earner . 

164 

186 

47.5 

47.5 

334 

319 

Two  or  more  earners . 

121 

172 

35.1 

43.9 

631 

775 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Charactistic 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’  . 

3,308 

3,485 

100.0 

100.0 

$432 

$456 

One  earner . 

1,565 

1,562 

47.3 

44.8 

284 

278 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,743 

1,923 

52.7 

55.2 

604 

638 

Married-couple  families . 

2,434 

2,548 

100.0 

100.0 

477 

489 

One  earner . 

1,022 

1,029 

42.0 

40.4 

301 

303 

Husband  . 

834 

872 

34.3 

34.2 

320 

320 

Wife  . 

123 

104 

5.0 

4.1 

218 

218 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,412 

1,519 

58.0 

59.6 

639 

641 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

943 

1,037 

38.7 

40.7 

597 

621 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

658 

674 

100.0 

100.0 

297 

338 

One  earner . 

424 

414 

64.5 

61.5 

205 

212 

Two  or  more  earners . 

234 

260 

35.5 

38.5 

501 

581 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

216 

262 

100.0 

100.0 

438 

427 

One  earner . 

118 

118 

54.6 

45.2 

372 

239 

Two  or  more  earners . 

98 

144 

45.4 

54.8 

(2) 

677 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or 
in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is 
either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Charactistic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

1 

1988 

1 

1989 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners' . 

3,388 

3,197 

$390 

$396 

Married-couple  families . 

2,670 

2,449 

100.0 

100.0 

411 

429 

Husband  unemployed . 

916 

869 

34.3 

35.5 

257 

294 

Wife  only  earner  . 

721 

664 

27.0 

27.1 

234 

263 

Wife  and  other  earner(s)  . 

130 

150 

4.9 

6.1 

440 

480 

Other  earners  only . 

66 

55 

2.5 

2.3 

O 

O 

Wife  unemployed  . 

884 

722 

33.1 

29.5 

420 

434 

Husband  only  earner . 

747 

616 

28.0 

25.1 

403 

415 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

112 

85 

4.2 

3.5 

681 

0 

Other  earners  only . 

25 

21 

.9 

.9 

0 

(2) 

Other  members  unemployed . 

869 

857 

32.6 

35.0 

662 

674 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

338 

347 

12.7 

14.2 

495 

484 

Both  husband  and  wife  earners  . 

491 

469 

18.4 

19.1 

820 

864 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

40 

41 

1.5 

1.7 

0 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women'  . 

520 

573 

100.0 

100.0 

306 

296 

Householder  unemployed  . 

81 

106 

15.5 

18.5 

(2) 

288 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

440 

467 

84.5 

81.5 

329 

298 

Families  maintained  by  men'  . 

197 

175 

100.0 

100.0 

424 

381 

Householder  unemployed  . 

59 

41 

29.7 

23.5 

0 

(*) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

139 

134 

70.3 

76.5 

521 

446 

Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces, 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


' 


provide  your  current  mailing  address 


0 

r\D 

rso 

CD 

O 

— * 

O 

3 

u 

03 

O 

03 

CD 

CL 

3 

03 

■< 

03 

-J 

—y 

0 

c 

(O 

O 

D 

0 

O 

CD 

03 

O 

O 

IT 

O 

3 

03 

03 

CD 

CD 

<< 

0 

z 

5 

03 

03 

03 

03 

03 

O 

O 

c 

CD 

$ 

0 

3 

"< 

S 

03_ 

3 

3 

CO 

3 

€ 

O 

O 

3 

3 

03 

X 

CO 

03 

3* 

CD 

03 

n 

CD 

5’ 

CD 

O 

3 

3 

CT 

O 

03 

O 

d) 

CO 

CD 

CO 

5’ 

C 

03 

/—» 

S 
c r 

CD 

CD 

O 

•5 

S 

CD 

->i 

O 

0 

3 

CD 

03 

CD 

< 

0 

03 

3 

Q. 

O 

O 

C 

on 

0 

■o 

3 

CD 

*■* 

CD 

■0 

c 

s 

3 

CD 

03 

3 

CD 

CD 

O 

O 

X* 

X> 

CD 

3 

Cl 

'C 

3" 

O 

c 

CD 

CO 

CD 

0 

CD 

3 

3 

O 

- T 

CO 

s 

3;  52  <75 

co  _ 

-7  ^ 

"O  03 

03  <  <0 
tQ  <  CD 
CD  -  _ 

'  33  O 

0  O  m 
-  O  CD 

3  3  9 

Ct  M  (D 
CD  03 

Q-  R  c 

w  Jo 

o  50  2. 

9  £  r- 

03  Q) 

=  |;  I 

oS  w 

O  qJ 
X2  P  ~ 
S  0  “ 

03  y  = 

£  P  S 


CD 

O 


CD 


03 

c 


=  30 


03 

CT 

O 


03 

03 

o' 

03 

3 

03 
7C 
CD  ' 
03 


=i  03 
_  -< 
O  3' 
O  to 

“  o 


03 

3 

O 

-< 

O 

. 

CD 

O 

03 

— ' 

03 

• 

03 

3 

3" 

CD 

a 

03 

03 

O 

c r 

c 

0 

03 

c 

0 

ee 

0 

ro 

3 

0 

0 

■0 

c 

CD 

s 

3- 

— 

O 

C 

3 

CD 

IT  03 
CD 

3  E 

03  o 
O  03 

o 

E  2. 

CO  ® 
O  W 
—  CD 
O  03 

—  03 
3  < 
CD  03 

Q.  qT 

£0  ct 
S  CD 

C  3 

03  3. 

CD  5 

03  CD 


CD  -■ 

-  03 

03 

CD  3 

CD  CL 
03  3 


03 


3 


CD  CD 

1  ® 

1  E 

3 

CD 

$ 

03 

s 

CD 

03 

03 

CD 

03 

03 

CD 

03 

< 

03 

s 

a; 

CD 

CD 

CD 

o 


o 

3 

o 

Q3_ 

< 

03 


CD 

f 

CD 

O 


5  o 

CD  — 

03  O 

■Z  2. 

o  ? 

03 

7  5 

-  CD 
£  CO 
03  c/5 

CD 


C 

03 

CD 

00 

O 

O 


§ 

03 

3 

3 

lQ 


OD 

c 

CD 

03 

c 


o  a 

3 


O 

b 

l\5 

O 

l\0  — 
— *  03 
(\3  — 
O 
03 


03 

CT 

O 

CO 

03 


U  S  Department  of  Labo 


United  States 
Department 
of  Labor 


Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Washington,  D.C.  2021 2 


Technical  information:  (202)  523-1371  USDL  88-530 

523-1944 

Media  contact:  523-1913  FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER  26,  1988 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

THIRD  QUARTER  1988 


The  number  of  families'  with  an  employed  member  who  worked  full  time 
has  continued  to  rise,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  reported  today.  About  48.8  million  families  had  at  least  one 
member  who  worked  35  hours  or  more  a  week  in  the  third  quarter  of  1988, 
400,000  more  than  a  year  earlier.  Median  family  wage  and  salary  earnings 
rose  as  well,  reaching  $601  a  week,  4  percent  above  the  prior  year's  level. 
Other  highlights  from  the  third-quarter  data  follow. 

-  More  than  8  out  of  10  of  the  nation's  64.6  million  families  had  at 

least  one  member  who  was  employed.  Just  10.7  million  (17  percent)  had  no 
member  in  the  labor  force,  and,  in  three-fifths  of  these  families,  everyone 
was  60  years  old  or  over.  The  number  of  families  with  no  one  working  or 
looking  for  work  grew  by  about  200,000  over  the  year,  as  the  number  of 
older  persons  in  the  population  continued  to  increase.  (See  tables  A  and 
1.) 

-  The  number  of  married-couple  families  with  employed  members  rose 

by  about  250,000  over  the  year  to  42.7  million,  or  84  percent  of  all 
married-couple  families.  Among  these  families,  there  was  a  particularly 
sharp  increase  in  the  number  where  both  the  husband  and  wife  were 
working — 700,000.  (See  table  2.) 

-  Just  over  5  million  families  had  a  member  who  was  unemployed, 

about  300,000  fewer  than  a  year  earlier.  Most  of  the  drop  was  among 
families  in  which  the  husband  was  unemployed.  (See  table  3.) 

-  There  was  little  change  overall  in  the  number  of  employed  mothers 

(18.7  million),  despite  a  small  rise  among  those  with  pre-schoolers.  This 
reflected  the  fact  that  the  number  of  families  with  children  under  6  rose, 
while  the  number  with  6  to  17  year  olds  continued  to  decline.  For  both 
groups,  the  proportions  of  mothers  who  were  employed  edged  up.  (See 
tables  A  and  4.) 

-  At  $674  a  week,  median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  married-couple 

families  were  4.7  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier.  Families  where  both 
the  husband  and  wife  plus  some  other  family  member(s)  worked  had  the 
highest  earnings  ($1,065).  Where  the  wife  or  some  other  member  (but  not 
the  husband)  was  the  only  worker,  earnings  were  lowest  (about  $240).  (See 
table  6.) 


-  Median  earnings  of  black  families  ($445)  were  only  72  percent  of 

white  family  earnings  ($620),  while  Hispanic  families  had  median  earnings 
($489)  that  were  about  79  percent  of  the  median  for  whites.  These 
differences  stem  from  three  factors:  First,  whites  generally  have  higher 
earnings  than  blacks  or  Hispanics;  second,  white  families  are  more  likely 
to  have  two  or  more  earners;  and,  third,  a  higher  proportion  of  black 
families  in  particular,  but  Hispanic  families  as  well,  are  maintained  by 
women.  (See  table  6.) 


Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1987 

III 

1988 

Change 

Total  families . . . . 

64,057 

64,586 

529 

With  employed  member(s) . 

52,119 

52,510 

391 

Percent  of  total  families . 

81.4 

81.3 

-.1 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

48,404 

48,818 

414 

Percent  of  total  families . 

75.6 

75.6 

— 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

5,380 

5,050 

-330 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

72.5 

72.0 

-.5 

Percent  of  total  families . 

8.4 

7.8 

-.6 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed... . 

1,478 

1,415 

-63 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.3 

.  2.2 

-.1 

With  no  members  in  labor  f orce ................. . 

10,460 

10,661 

201 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

60.9 

61.4 

.5 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.3 

16.5 

.2 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

31,690 

31,567 

-123 

Percent  with  employed  parent (s) . 

88.6 

88.8 

.2 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

58.6 

59.1 

.5 

Percent  of  total  families . . . 

49.5 

48.9 

-.6 

With  children  under  6  years  old.. . 

14,401 

14,546 

145 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

87.5 

88.0 

.5 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

51.3 

52.0 

.7 

Percent  of  total  families . 

22.5 

22.5 

federal  depository  ^  ' 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed .  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awainting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

III 

1087 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1938 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

64,057 

64,586 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,460 

10,661 

16.3 

16.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,597 

53,925 

83.7 

83.5 

No  member  employed . 

1,478 

1,4.15 

2.3 

2.2 

Some  member  employed . 

52,119 

52,510 

81  4 

81.3 

No  one  unemployed  . 

48,217 

48,875 

75.3 

75.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

44,979 

45,631 

70.2 

70.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,902 

3,635 

6.1 

5.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,425 

3,187 

5.3 

4.9 

White 

Total  families . 

55,171 

55,571 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,967 

9,097 

16.3 

16.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,204 

46,475 

83.7 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

949 

938 

1.7 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

45,256 

45,537 

82.0 

81.9 

No  one  unemployed  . 

42,200 

42,685 

76.5 

76.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

39,487 

39,998 

71.6 

72.0 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,056 

2,852 

5.5 

5.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,687 

2,516 

4.9 

4.5 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,119 

7,174 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,280 

1,306 

18.0 

18.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,838 

5,868 

82.0 

81.8 

No  member  employed . 

481 

441 

6.8 

6.1 

Some  member  employed . 

5,357 

5,427 

75.2 

75.6 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,657 

4,759 

65.4 

66.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

4,208 

4,297 

59.1 

59.9 

Some  member  unemployed . 

700 

668 

9.8 

9.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

609 

569 

8.6 

7.9 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,420 

4,574 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

647 

615 

14.6 

13.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,774 

3,959 

85.4 

86:6 

No  member  employed . 

148 

143 

3.3 

3.1 

Some  member  employed . 

3,625 

3,815 

82.0 

83.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,229 

3,428 

73.1 

74.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,973 

3,189 

67.3 

69.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

396 

387 

9.0 

8.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

337 

336 

7.6 

7.3 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number 

)f  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

Married-couple  families . 

50,691 

51,051 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,585 

7,750 

15.0 

15.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,106 

43,301 

85.0 

84.8 

No  member  employed . 

653  • 

594 

1.3 

1.2 

Some  member  employed . 

42,453 

42,707 

83.7 

83.7 

Husband  only . 

11,521 

11,371 

22.7 

22.3 

Wife  only  . 

2,275 

2,139 

4.5 

4.2 

Husband  and  wife . 

24,118 

24,823 

47.6 

48.6 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,605 

18,929 

36.7 

37.1 

Other  combinations . 

4,539 

4,374 

9.0 

8.6 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,637 

10,661 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,522 

2,538 

23.7 

23.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,115 

8,123 

76.3 

76.2 

No  member  employed . 

702 

704 

6.6 

6.6 

Some  member  employed . 

7,413 

7,419 

69.7 

69.6 

Householder  employed  . 

5,966 

6,096 

56.1 

57.2 

Householder  only  . 

3,547 

3,666 

33.3 

34.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,419 

2,430 

22.7 

22.8 

Other  combinations . 

1,447 

1,323 

13.6 

12.4 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,729 

2,875 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

353 

373 

12.9 

13.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,376 

2,502 

87.1 

87.0 

No  member  employed . !.... 

123 

118 

4.5 

4.1 

Some  member  employed . 

2,253 

2,384 

82.6 

82.9 

Householder  employed  . 

1,952 

2,058 

71.5 

71.6 

Householder  only  . 

1,000 

1,055 

36.6 

36.7 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

952 

1,003 

34.9 

34.9 

Other  combinations . 

301 

326 

11.0 

11.3 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,380 

5,050 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,902 

3,635 

72.5 

72.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,478 

1,415 

27.5 

28.0 

Married-couple  families . 

3,698 

3,379 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,045 

2,786 

82.3 

82.5 

With  no  members  employed  . 

653 

594 

17.7 

17.6 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1,283 

1,082 

34.7 

32.0 

Wife  employed . 

745 

608 

20.1 

18.0 

Other(s)  employed  . 

80 

70 

2.2 

2.1 

No  one  employed  . 

457 

404 

12.4 

12.0 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,082 

1,051 

29.3 

31.1 

Husband  employed . 

998 

961 

27.0 

28.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

16 

14 

.4 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

68 

76 

1.8 

2.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,333 

1,246 

36.0 

36.9 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,366 

1,349 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

664 

645 

48.6 

47.8 

With  no  members  employed  . 

702 

704 

51.4 

52.2 

With  householder  unemployed . 

619 

548 

45.3 

40.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

118 

80 

8.6 

5.9 

No  one  employed  . .. 

501 

468 

36.7 

34.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

747 

801 

54.7 

59.4  . 

Families  maintained  by  men  . . 

316 

322 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

194 

204 

61.4 

63.4 

With  no  members  employed  . 

123 

118 

38.9 

36.6 

With  householder  unemployed . 

124 

126 

39.2 

39.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

41 

42 

13.0 

13.0 

No  one  employed  . 

83 

84 

26.3 

26.1 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

192 

196 

60.8 

60.9 

table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
Averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(in  thousands) 


«U--  ■  .  .  ... 

Characteristic 

Ill 

1987 

III 

1988 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,690 

17,289 

14,401 

31,567 

17,021 

14,546 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,286 

12,596 

1 1 ,690 

24,058 

12,383 

11,675 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,339 

12,098 

11,240 

23,194 

11,915 

11,279 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,195 

11,493 

10,702 

22,215 

11,398 

10,815 

Father  employed . 

7,973 

3,386 

4,587 

7,851 

3,254 

4,596 

Mother  employed . 

448 

309 

139 

432 

305 

126 

Both  employed . 

13,774 

7,798 

5,976 

13,932 

7,839 

6,093 

One  unemployed . 

1,144 

605 

538 

980 

517 

464 

Father  unemployed  . 

463 

262 

201 

368 

219 

150 

Mother  unemployed  . 

681 

343 

337 

612 

298 

314 

With  no  employed  parent . 

948 

498 

450 

864 

466 

397 

Father  unemployed  . 

273 

97 

176 

251 

95 

155 

Mother  unemployed  . 

30 

16 

14 

39 

20 

19 

Both  unemployed  . 

89 

42 

47 

62 

24 

38 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

556 

343 

213 

512 

327 

185 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,373 

4,008 

2,365 

6,383 

3,923 

2,460 

Mother  employed  . 

3,886 

2,820 

1,066 

3,925 

2,737 

1,188 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,487 

1,188 

1,300 

2,458 

1,186 

1,271 

Unemployed  . 

531 

284 

247 

480 

245 

234 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,956 

904 

1,053 

1,978 

941 

1,037 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,031 

685 

346 

1,127 

716 

411 

Father  employed  . 

845 

555 

290 

920 

593 

327 

Father  not  employed  . 

186 

130 

55 

207 

122 

84 

Unemployed . 

64 

37 

27 

76 

37 

39 

Not  in  labor  force . 

122 

93 

28 

131 

85 

45 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,131 

1,081 

1,049 

1,888 

938 

949 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1987 

III 

1988 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families . 

148,036 

66.8 

5,890 

6.0 

70.4 

148,792 

67.2 

5,465 

5.5 

70.2 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,695 

67.4 

4,040 

4.9 

79.8 

123,259 

67.8 

3,628 

4.3 

79.8 

Husbands  . 

50,691 

78.5 

1,283 

3.2 

64.4 

51,051 

78.4 

■  1 ,082 

2.7 

62.7 

Wives . 

50,691 

55.7 

1,204 

4.3 

85.8 

51,051 

56.2 

1,150 

4.0 

85.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,313 

68.9 

1,553 

10.6 

87.9 

21,157 

69.8 

1,396 

9.5 

88.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,857 

62.4 

1,518 

12.2 

48.0 

19,837 

62.4 

1,493 

12.1 

49.0 

Householder  . 

10,637 

61.9 

619 

9.4 

19.1 

10,661 

62.3 

548 

8.3 

14.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,220 

63.0 

899 

15.5 

67.9 

9,176 

62.5 

945 

16.5 

68.9 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,484 

70.0 

332 

8.6 

58.1 

5,697 

70.9 

344 

8.5 

61.0 

Householder  . 

2,729 

76.1 

124 

6.0 

33.1 

2,875 

76.0 

126 

5.8 

32.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,755 

64.0 

208 

11  8 

73  0 

2,822 

65.7 

218 

11.8 

77.2 

White 

In  families . 

127,388 

67.1 

4,294 

5.0 

74.0 

127,775 

67.5 

4,010 

4.6 

73.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,715 

67.3 

3,283 

4.4 

80.2 

110,044 

67.7 

2,968 

4.0 

79.8 

Husbands  . 

45,752 

78.5 

1,077 

3.0 

64.2 

46,065 

78.4 

907 

2.5 

61.3 

Wives . 

45,726 

55.0 

1,005 

4.0 

86.7 

45,977 

55.5 

961 

3.8 

86.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,237 

70.4 

1,201 

9.4 

89.0 

18,002 

71.6 

1,100 

8.5 

89.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,470 

64.1 

782 

9.1 

52.9 

13,303 

64.6 

798 

9.3 

51.1 

Householder  . 

7,313 

62.1 

303 

6.7 

26.6 

7,267 

63.3 

286 

6.2 

18.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,157 

66.5 

479 

11.7 

69.6 

6,036 

66.2 

512 

12.8 

69.1 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,203 

70.9 

229 

7.7 

58.1 

4,428 

72.4 

244 

7.6 

64.8 

Householder  . 

2,105 

77.2 

83 

5.1 

32.9 

2,239 

77.7 

83 

4.8 

36.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,098 

64.6 

146 

10.7 

72.6 

2,189 

66.9 

161 

11.0 

78.9 

Black 

In  families . 

16,041 

65.3 

1,393 

13.3 

58.5 

16,173 

65.2 

1,293 

12.3 

60.9 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,180 

69.2 

615 

9.7 

77.9 

9,209 

69.5 

538 

8.4 

80.7 

Husbands  . 

3,562 

77.6 

162 

5.9 

67.5 

3,561 

77.9 

131 

4.7 

70.4 

Wives . 

3,448 

65.1 

159 

7.1 

79.9 

3,467 

65.5 

149 

6.6 

84.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,170 

61.7 

294 

22.0 

82.5 

2,181 

62.3 

258 

19.0 

84.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,852 

58.7 

691 

20.1 

41.7 

5,981 

58.4 

671 

19.2 

46.9 

Householder  . 

3,056 

61.2 

299 

16.0 

10.9 

3,115 

61.1 

250 

13.1 

9.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,796 

56.0 

392 

25.0 

65.0 

2,866 

55.5 

421 

26.5 

68.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

1,009 

67.8 

86 

12.6 

55.8 

983 

65.4 

85 

13.2 

44.7 

Householder  . 

509 

71: 0 

31 

8.5 

(’) 

512 

68.1 

36 

10.2 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

500 

64.6 

55 

17.0 

(’) 

471 

62.4 

49 

16.6 

(’) 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,746 

65.2 

592 

8.4 

71.6 

11,143 

66.6 

598 

8.1 

72.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,243 

66.5 

430 

7.8 

76.3 

8,576 

67.8 

422 

7.3 

75.1 

Husbands  . 

3,113 

85.0 

145 

5.5 

55.3 

3,235 

86.4 

143 

5.1 

53.8 

Wives . 

3,241 

51.7 

121 

7.2 

84.4 

3,326 

51.3 

106 

6.2 

79.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,889 

61.5 

164 

14.1 

89.4 

2,015 

65.1 

173 

13.2 

90.0 

Iri  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,863 

55.2 

128 

12.5 

56.3 

1,887 

56.8 

133 

12.4 

60.2 

Householder  . 

1,012 

53.0 

48 

8.9 

(’) 

1,044 

54.2 

39 

6.9 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

851 

57.8 

80 

16.3 

68.8 

843 

60.1 

94 

18.5 

77.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

640 

77.5 

34 

6.9 

0 

680 

78.2 

43 

8.1 

0 

Householder  . 

290 

84.3 

10 

4.1 

0 

304 

85.0 

18 

7.0 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

350 

71.7 

24 

9.7 

0 

376 

72.9 

25 

9.2 

0 

’  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hlepanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  In  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Charactlstlc 

III 

1087 

III 

1988 

III  ‘ 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

43,008 

43,242 

100.0 

100.0 

$578 

$601 

One  earner  . 

18,436 

18,369 

42.9 

42.5 

352 

373 

Two  or  more  earners . . 

24,572 

24,873 

57.1 

57.5 

760 

793 

Married-couple  families . 

34,077 

34,143 

100.0 

100.0 

644 

674 

One  earner . 

12,720 

12,463 

37.3 

36.5 

403 

420 

Husband  . 

9,665 

9,619 

28.4 

28.2 

470 

487 

Wife  . 

2,217 

2,006 

6.5 

5.9 

246 

240 

Other  family  member . 

837 

838 

2.5 

2.5 

216 

236 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,358 

21,680 

62.7 

63.5 

790 

826 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,704 

14,893 

43.1 

43.6 

747 

779 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  members . 

3,724 

4,041 

10.9 

11.8 

1043 

1065 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

2,239 

2,116 

6.6 

6.2 

771 

807 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

572 

491 

1.7 

1.4 

580 

530 

Other  family  members  only . 

119 

139 

.3 

.4 

550 

498 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,987 

6,998 

100.0 

100.0 

316 

343 

One  earner . 

4,626 

4,716 

66.2 

67.4 

250 

266 

Householder . 

3,518 

3,693 

50.4 

52.8 

260 

278 

Other  family  member . 

1,108 

1,023 

15.9 

14.6 

212 

221 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,361 

2,282 

33.8 

32.6 

527 

553 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,943 

2,101 

100.0 

100.0 

495 

499 

One  earner . 

1,090 

1,191 

56.1 

56.7 

367 

374 

Householder  . 

891 

961 

45.8 

45.7 

395 

393 

Other  family  member . 

199 

230 

10.3 

10.9 

229 

277 

Two  or  more  earners . 

853 

910 

43.9 

43.3 

691 

714 

White 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners’  . 

36,674 

36,896 

100.0 

100.0 

598 

620 

One  earner . 

15,398 

15,324 

42.0 

41.5 

374 

390 

Two  or  more  earners . 

21,276 

21,572 

58.0 

58.5 

773 

807 

Married-couple  families . . 

30,336 

30,365 

100.0 

100.0 

653 

683 

One  earner . 

11,421 

1 1 ,206 

37.6 

36.9 

412 

431 

Husband  . 

8,777 

8,725 

28.9 

28.7 

478 

494 

Wife  . 

1,909 

1,737 

6.3 

5.7 

243 

241 

Two  or  more  earners . 

18,915 

19,160 

62.4 

63.1 

796 

837 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,044 

13,162 

43.0 

43.3 

751 

790 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,892 

4,882 

100.0 

100.0 

326 

360 

One  earner . 

3,177 

3,181 

65.0 

65.1 

259 

276 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,714 

1,701 

35.0 

34.9 

541 

559 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,446 

1,649 

100.0 

100.0 

508 

500 

One  earner . 

800 

938 

55.3 

56.9 

392 

384 

Two  or  more  earners . 

646 

711 

44.7 

43.1 

704 

725 

Black 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners’  . 

5,083 

5,142 

100.0 

100.0 

409 

445 

One  earner  . 

2,520 

2,536 

49.6 

49.3 

255 

266 

Two  or  more  earners . . 

2,563 

2,606 

50.4 

50.7 

634 

661 

Married-couple  families . 

2,738 

2,799 

100.0 

100.0 

540 

577 

One  earner . 

933 

882 

34.1 

31.5 

295 

297 

Husband  . 

607 

581 

22.2 

20.8 

333 

378 

Wife  . 

248 

211 

9.1 

7.5 

249 

220 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,805 

1,918 

65.9 

68.5 

702 

700 

l-lusband  and  wife  only . . 

•  1,252 

1,342 

45.7 

47.9 

691 

665 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,925 

1,970 

100.0 

100.0 

293 

303 

One  earner . 

1,337 

1,432 

69.5 

72.7 

229 

239 

Two  or  more  earners . 

587 

537 

30.5 

27.3 

499 

521 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

421 

372 

100.0 

100.0 

385 

452 

One  earner . 

250 

222 

59.4 

59.6 

266 

310 

Two  or  more  earners . 

171 

151 

40.6 

40.4 

559 

682 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Charactistic 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,228 

3,305 

100.0 

100.0 

$417 

$489 

One  earner . 

1,537 

1,520 

47.6 

46.0 

266 

276 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,691 

1,785 

52.4 

54.0 

598 

669 

Married-couple  families . 

2,422 

2,444 

100.0 

100.0 

468 

518 

One  earner . 

1,041 

1,001 

43.0 

40.9 

285 

303 

Husband  . 

835 

821 

34.5 

33.6 

303 

327 

Wife  . 

148 

103 

6.1 

4.2 

235 

257 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,382 

1,444 

57.0 

59.1 

616 

682 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

874 

839 

36.1 

34.3 

593 

623 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

573 

614 

100.0 

100.0 

275 

295 

One  earner . 

397 

408 

69.2 

66.4 

212 

228 

Two  or  more  earners . 

177 

206 

30.8 

33.6 

468 

590 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

232 

247 

100.0 

100.0 

443 

522 

One  earner . 

99 

111 

42.7 

45.1 

(*> 

294 

Two  or  more  earners . . 

133 

136 

57.3 

54.9 

537 

669 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces, 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  1 00,000. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quartly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Charactistic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

III 

1987 

III 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners’ . 

3,535 

3,259 

_ 

$384 

$408 

Married-couple  families . 

2,760 

2,450 

100.0 

100.0 

407 

465 

Husband  unemployed . 

874 

655 

31.7 

26.7 

264 

292 

Wife  only  earner  . 

684 

502 

24.8 

20.5 

247 

269 

Wife  and  other  eamer(s)  . 

107 

111 

3.9 

4.5 

550 

482 

Other  earner(s)  only . 

83 

42 

3.0 

1.7 

(2) 

I2) 

Wife  unemployed  . 

941 

916 

34.1 

37.4 

434 

453 

Husband  only  earner . 

766 

791 

27.7 

32.3 

398 

426 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

158 

106 

5.7 

4.3 

679 

672 

Other  earner(s)  only  . 

17 

19 

.6 

.8 

(2) 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

945 

879 

34.2 

35.9 

627 

661 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

409 

330 

14.8 

13.5 

469 

492 

Both  husband  and  wife  earners  . 

471 

505 

17.1 

20.6 

797 

872 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

65 

44 

2.3 

1.8 

(*> 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women'  . 

595 

608  - 

100.0 

100.0 

265 

292 

Householder  unemployed  . 

112 

61 

18.9 

10.0 

206 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

482 

547 

81.1 

90.0 

279 

305 

Families  maintained  by  men’ . 

180 

202 

100.0 

100.0 

388 

368 

Householder  unemployed  . 

37 

55 

20.3 

27.4 

(2) 

0 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

143 

147 

79.7 

72.6 

429 

413 

'  Data  exclude  families  in  which  there  is  no  wage  or  salary  earner  or  either  self-employed  or  in  the  Armed  Forces, 

in  which  the  husband,  wife,  or  other  person  maintaining  the  family  is  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 
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523-1944 

Media  contact:  523-1913  FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 

FRIDAY,  JULY  29,  1988 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

SECOND  QUARTER  1988 

The  number  of  families  with  employed  members  continued  to  grow,  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today. 
About  52.2  million  families  had  an  employed  member  in  the  second  quarter  of 
1988,  300,000  more  than  in  the  same  quarter  a  year  earlier.  Median  family 

earnings  also  continued  to  move  up,  rising  4.4  percent  to  $597  a  week. 
Other  highlights  in  the  second  quarter  of  1988  were: 

-  Over  90  percent  of  the  families  with  employed  members  had  at  least 

one  full-time  worker — 48.4  million  in  all — 400,000  more  than  a  year 
earlier.  The  number  with  rio  member  in  the  labor  force  also  rose,  but,  in 
three-fifths  of  these  families,  all  members  were  60  years  old  or  over. 
(See  tables  A  and  1.) 

-  The  number  of  families  with  unemployed  members  fell  by  800,000  to 

just  under  5  million;  in  72  percent  of  these  families,  there  was  an 
employed  member.  Families  maintained  by  women — about  16  percent  of  all 
U.S.  families — comprised  47  percent  of  those  with  unemployment  and  no 
employed  members.  ,  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

-  The  number  of  families  in  which  both  the  husband  and  wife  were 

employed  jumped  by  660,000  to  reach  24.9  million,  or  half,  of  all 

married-couple  families.  All  of  the  gain  was  among  families  with  no 
children  under  18.  The  number  of  families  with  children  and  both  parents 
working  remained  unchanged  at  14  million.  (See  tables  2  and  4.) 

-  Median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  two-worker  families  were  about 

double  those  of  one-worker  families.  The  earnings  of  married-couple 

families  were  much  higher  than  those  of  families  maintained  by  women  or 

men.  Over  the  year,  the  earnings  of  married-couple  families  increased  by 
4.5  percent  while  earnings  of  the  other  two  groups  grew  by  5.4  and  5.6 

percent,  respectively.  (See  table  6.) 
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-  Median  earnings  of  black  married-couple  families  were  86  percent 

of  the  median  for  white  married  couples.  The  median  for  Hispanic  married 
couples  was  72  percent  of  that  for  whites,  partly  because  there  are 
relatively  fewer  multi-earner  families  among  Hispanics.  (See  table  6.) 


Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


■  -  ■ - -  ■  —  ■  -  ■■  — - — — — — — — " — - - - - 

Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Change 

Total  families . 

64,001 

64,249 

248 

With  employed  member(s) . 

51 ,876 

52,188 

312 

Percent  of  total  families . 

81.1 

81.2 

.1 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

47,971 

48,373 

402 

Percent  of  total  families . 

75.0 

75.3 

.3 

With  unemployed  member(s) . . . 

5,770 

4,951 

-819 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

71.3 

72.3 

1.0 

Percent  of  total  families . 

9.0 

7.7 

-1.3 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

1,657 

1,372 

-285; 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.6 

2.1 

-.5 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

10,469 

10,690 

221 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

60.5 

60.3 

-.2 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.4 

16.6 

.2 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

31,890 

31,485 

-405 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

88.3 

88.6 

.3 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

59.2 

59.4 

.2 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

49.8 

49.0 

-.8 

With  children  under  6  years  old . . 

14,555 

14,392 

-163 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

87.2 

87.7 

.5 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

51.9 

52.1 

.2 

Percent  of  total  families . 

22.7 

22.4 

-.3 

Or\  <—  “D  .  I  \&  )  ^  l  °!%§-  ) 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  55,800  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary'*  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed.  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awainting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  .  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,. $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  c 

f  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

TOTAL 

Total  families . - . 

64,001 

64,249 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,469 

10,690 

16.4 

16.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,533 

53,559 

83.6 

83.4 

No  member  employed . 

1,657 

1,372 

2.6 

2.1 

Some  member  employed . 

51,876 

52,188 

81.1 

81.2 

No  one  unemployed . 

47,763 

48,609 

74.6 

75.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

44,376 

45,246 

69.3 

70.4 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,113 

3,579 

6.4 

5.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,595 

3,127 

5.6 

4.9 

White 

Total  families . 

55,167 

55,317 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,905 

8,969 

16.1 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,261 

46,348 

83.9 

83.8 

No  member  employed . 

1,110 

876 

2.0 

1.6 

Some  member  employed . 

45,152 

45,472 

81.8 

82.2 

No  one  unemployed  . 

41,936 

42,671 

76.0 

77.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

39,053 

39,867 

70.8 

72.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,216 

2,801 

5.8 

5.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,822 

2,452 

5.1 

4.4 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,076 

7,095 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,361 

1,443 

19.2 

20.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,716 

5,652 

80.8 

79.7 

No  member  employed . 

489 

449 

6.9 

6.3 

Some  member  employed . . 

5,227 

5,203 

73.9 

73.3 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,461 

4,541 

63.0 

64.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

4,046 

4,068 

57.2 

57.3 

Some  member  unemployed . 

766 

662 

10.8 

9.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

657 

573 

9.3 

8.1 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,392 

4,489 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

649 

598 

14.8 

13.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,743 

3,891 

85.2 

86.7 

No  member  employed . 

182 

172 

4.1 

3.8 

Some  member  employed . 

3,561 

3,719 

81.1 

82.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,157 

3,327 

71.9 

74.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,921 

3,102 

66.5 

69.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

404 

392 

9.2 

8.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

356 

327 

8.1 

7.3 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Married-couple  families . 

50,652 

50,767 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . 

7,564 

7,684 

14.9 

15.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,088 

43,083 

85.1 

84.9 

No  member  employed . 

780 

606 

1.5 

1.2 

Some  member  employed . 

42,309 

42,477 

83.5 

83.7 

Husband  only . 

11,416 

11,330 

22.5 

22.3 

Wife  only  . 

2,404 

2,251 

4.7 

4.4 

Husband  and  wife . 

24,196 

24,858 

47.8 

49.0 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,951 

19,463 

37.4 

38.3 

Other  combinations . 

4,293 

4,038 

8.5 

8.0 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

10,561 

10,540 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,545 

2,627 

24.1 

24.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

8,016 

7,913 

75.9 

75.1 

No  member  employed . 

752 

647 

7.1 

6.1 

Some  member  employed . 

7,265 

7,266 

68.8 

68.9 

Householder  employed  . 

5,946 

5,965 

56.3 

56.6 

Householder  only  . 

3,758 

3,790 

35.6 

36.0 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,188 

2,175 

20.7 

20.6 

Other  combinations . 

1,319 

1,301 

12.5 

12.3 

Families  maintained  by. men . 

2,788 

2,943 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

359 

379 

12.9 

12.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,428 

2,564 

87.1 

87.1 

No  member  employed . 

125 

119 

4.5 

4.0 

Some  member  employed . 

2,303 

2,445 

82.6 

83.1 

Householder  employed  . 

1,981 

2,128 

71.1 

72.3 

Householder  only  . 

1,044 

1,108 

37.4 

37.6 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

937 

1,020 

33.6 

34.7 

Other  combinations . 

322 

317 

11.5 

10.8 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly,  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  c 

f  families 

Percent  d 

istribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,770 

4,951 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,113 

3,579 

71.3 

72.3 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,657 

1,372 

28.7 

27.7 

Married-couple  families . 

3,984 

3,370 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,204 

2,764 

80.4 

82.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

780 

606 

19.6 

18.0 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1,501 

1,151 

37.7 

34.2 

Wife  employed . 

839 

664 

21.1 

19.7 

Other(s)  employed  . 

93 

67 

2.3 

2.0 

No  one  employed  . 

570 

420 

14.3 

12.5 

With  wife  unemployed . 

948 

865 

23.8 

25.7 

Husband  employed . 

864 

762 

21.7 

22.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

12 

19 

.3 

.6 

No  one  employed  . 

72 

84 

1.8 

2.5 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,535 

1,354 

38.5 

40.2 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,437 

1,269 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

686 

622 

47.7 

49.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

752 

647 

52.3 

51.0 

With  householder  unemployed . 

611 

534 

42.5 

42.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

88 

90 

6.1 

7.1 

No  one  employed  . 

523 

444 

36.4 

35.0 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

826 

735 

57.5 

57.9 

Families  maintained  by  men  . . . 

349 

312 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

223 

193 

63.9 

61.9 

With  no  members  employed  . 

125 

119 

35.8 

38.1 

With  householder  unemployed . 

144 

149 

41.3 

47.8 

Other(s)  employed  . 

52 

53 

14.9 

17.0 

No  one  employed  . 

92 

96 

26.4 

30.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

205 

163 

58.7 

52.2 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,8§0 

17,335 

14,555 

31,485 

17,092 

14,392 

Married-couple  families . 

24,359 

12,575 

11,784 

23,955 

12,458 

11,497 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,364 

12,056 

11,308 

23,013 

11,931 

11,081 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,292 

1 1 ,508 

10,784 

22,108 

11,441 

10,667 

Father  employed . 

7,841 

3,281 

4,560 

7,673 

3,149 

4,525 

Mother  employed . 

485 

326 

159 

469 

322 

146 

Both  employed . 

13,966 

7,901 

6,065 

13,966 

7,970 

5,996 

One  unemployed  . 

1,072 

549 

524 

905 

491 

414 

Father  unemployed  . 

511 

281 

230 

405 

237 

168 

Mother  unemployed  . 

561 

268 

294 

500 

254 

246 

With  no  employed  parent . 

995 

519 

476 

943 

526 

416 

Father  unemployed . 

345 

122 

223 

253 

110 

143 

Mother  unemployed  . 

35 

19 

16 

48 

36 

12 

Both  unemployed  . 

83 

40 

43 

71 

28 

42 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

532 

338 

194 

571 

352 

219 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,454 

4,031 

2,423 

6,327 

3,842 

2,485 

Mother  employed  . 

3,922 

2,821 

1,102 

3,862 

2,669 

1,193 

Mother  not  employed . 

2,531 

1,210 

1,321 

2,465 

1,173 

1,292 

Unemployed . 

526 

261 

265 

462 

254 

208 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,005 

949 

1,056 

2,003 

919 

1,084 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,078 

729 

349 

1,202 

792 

410 

Father  employed . 

886 

601 

285 

1,010 

664 

345 

Father  not  employed  . 

192 

127 

64 

193 

128 

65 

Unemployed . 

82 

45 

37 

75 

45 

30 

Not  in  labor  force . 

110 

82 

27 

118 

83 

35 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,143 

1,036 

1,108 

1,814 

964 

849 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

UnemDloved 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

148,117 

66.2 

6,259 

6.4 

68.8 

148,526 

66.3 

5,409 

5.5 

70.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,860 

66.9 

4,300 

5.2 

77.7 

122,858 

67.1 

3,646 

4.4 

79.8 

Husbands  . 

50,652 

78.6 

1,501 

3.8 

62.1 

50,767 

78.4 

1,151 

2.9 

63.5 

Wives . 

50,652 

55.9 

1,079 

3.8 

82.5 

50,767 

56.4 

960 

3.4 

82.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,556 

65.3 

1,720 

12.2 

88.3 

21,324 

65.6 

1,535 

11.0 

90.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,688 

60.8 

1,592 

13.3 

46.5 

19,748 

60.5 

1,414 

11.8 

48.9 

Householder  . 

10,561 

62.1 

611 

9.3 

14.4 

10,540 

61.7 

534 

8.2 

16.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,127 

59.4 

981 

18.1 

66.4 

9,208 

59.1 

880 

16.2 

68.4 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,569 

69.3 

367 

9.5 

61.3 

5,921 

70.1 

350 

8.4 

58.3 

Householder  . 

2,788 

76.2 

144 

6.8 

35.8 

2,943 

77.4 

149 

6.6 

36.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,781 

62.4 

223 

12.8 

78.3 

2,978 

62.9 

201 

10.7 

74.5 

White 

In  families  . . 

127,591 

66.6 

4,595 

5.4 

71.7 

127,667 

66.9 

3,894 

4.6 

74.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

110,111 

66.9 

3,527 

4.8 

77.9 

109,954 

67.1 

2,971 

4.0 

80.4 

Husbands . . 

45,799 

78.6 

1,260 

3.5 

61.5 

45,904 

78.4 

966 

2.7 

64.0 

Wives . 

45,779 

55.2 

894 

3.5 

83.3 

45,821 

55.7 

781 

3.1 

84.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,533 

67.1 

1,373 

11.0 

89.3 

18,229 

67.5 

1,224 

9.9 

91.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,224 

62.8 

817 

9.8 

48.2 

13,171 

63.3 

709 

8.5 

51.1 

Householder  . 

7,216 

63.0 

318 

7.0 

15.8 

7,124 

63.3 

264 

5.9 

19.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,008 

62.5 

499 

13.3 

68.9 

6,047 

63.3 

445 

11.6 

69.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,256 

70.0 

251 

8.4 

61.4 

4,542 

71.3 

213 

6.6 

62.4 

Householder  . 

2,154 

77.0 

97 

5.8 

38.2 

2,284 

78.8 

92 

5.1 

42.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,102 

62.8 

154 

11.7 

75.8 

2,258 

63.7 

121 

8.4 

77.6 

Black 

In  families . 

16,004 

63.5 

1,459 

14.3 

60.0 

16,067 

63.0 

1,336 

13.2 

59.2 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,026 

68.0 

626 

10.2 

78.0 

9,009 

68.1 

554 

9.0 

76.7 

Husbands  . 

3,499 

77.7 

180 

6.6 

67.0 

3,473 

78.1 

143 

5.3 

61.0 

Wives . 

3,404 

64.5 

150 

6.8 

80.1 

3,384 

65.0 

142 

6.5 

71.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,123 

57.6 

296 

24.2 

83.5 

2,152 

56.8 

269 

22.0 

87.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,904 

56.2 

735 

22.1 

44.4 

5,991 

54.5 

671 

20.5 

46.8 

Householder  . 

3,065 

59.9 

278 

15.1 

12.4 

3,102 

58.3 

257 

14.2 

14.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,839 

52.3 

457 

30.8 

63.8 

2,889 

50.5 

414 

28.4 

66.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

1,074 

66.4 

98 

13.7 

62.2 

1,067 

68.0 

112 

15.4 

46.4 

Householder  . 

526 

72.1 

41 

10.7 

(’) 

535 

72.2 

50 

12.9 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

548 

60.9 

57 

17.2 

O 

532 

63.8 

62 

18.4 

69.3 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,636 

64.4 

632 

9.2 

66.1 

10,989 

65.7 

646 

9.0 

67.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,145 

66.7 

434 

8.0 

74.2 

8,364 

67.5 

465 

8.2 

75.7 

Husbands  . 

3,083 

85.0 

166 

6.4 

53.8 

3,161 

85.6 

152 

5.6 

61.5 

Wives . 

3,178 

53.1 

112 

6.6 

82.6 

3,271 

52.0 

107 

6.3 

77.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,884 

59.5 

156 

13.9 

90.0 

1,932 

64.2 

206 

16.6 

85.5 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,902 

52.3 

148 

14.9 

42.6 

1,822 

52.0 

136 

14.3 

42.6 

Householder  . 

1,025 

50.6 

61 

11.8 

15.2 

971 

50.3 

42 

8.6 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

877 

54.1 

87 

18.3 

62.5 

851 

54.0 

94 

20.4 

56.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

589 

72.7 

50 

11.7 

0 

803 

77.5 

46 

7.4 

0 

Householder  . 

275 

81.7 

22 

9.8 

(’) 

354 

85.4 

23 

7.5 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

314 

64.6 

28 

13.7 

(’) 

449 

71.2 

23 

7.2 

0 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

il 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

n 

1988 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

42,634 

42,637 

100.0 

100.0 

$572 

$597 

One  earner . 

18,579 

18,201 

43.6 

42.7 

353 

367 

Two  or  more  earners . 

24,055 

24,436 

56.4 

57.3 

741 

782 

Married-couple  families . 

33,742 

33,839 

100.0 

100.0 

639 

668 

One  earner  . 

12,574 

12,400 

37.3 

36.6 

405 

418 

Husband  . 

9,649 

9,532 

28.6 

28.2 

476 

490 

Wife . 

2,250 

2,121 

6.7 

6.3 

223 

232 

Other  family  member . 

675 

747 

2.0 

2.2 

216 

236 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

21,167 

21,439 

62.7 

63.4 

767 

809 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,826 

15,375 

43.9 

45.4 

728 

770 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,625 

'  3,601 

10.7 

10.6 

995 

1037 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

1,987 

1,806 

5.9 

5.3 

752 

804 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

556 

465 

1.6 

1.4 

531 

466 

Other  family  members  only  . 

173 

192 

.5 

.6 

433 

507 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,832 

6,679 

100.0 

100.0 

313 

330 

One  earner  . 

4,744 

4,592 

69.4 

68.7 

256 

258 

Householder  . 

3,753 

3,645 

54.9 

54.6 

267 

267 

Other  family  member . 

991 

947 

14.5 

14.2 

209 

224 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,089 

2,087 

30.6 

31.3 

511 

559 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,060 

2,119 

100.0 

100.0 

467 

493 

One  earner  . 

1,261 

1,209 

61.2 

57.1 

346 

379 

Householder  . 

1,013 

995 

49.2 

46.9 

383 

400 

Other  family  member . 

248 

214 

12.0 

10.1 

212 

261 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

799 

910 

38.8 

42.9 

655 

713 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  . 

36,486 

36,570 

100.0 

100.0 

593 

616 

One  earner . 

15,599 

15,313 

42.8 

41.9 

378 

389 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,887 

21,257 

57.2 

58.1 

754 

792 

Married-couple  families . 

30,082 

30,173 

100.0 

100.0 

648 

676 

One  earner  . 

11,357 

11,207 

37.8 

37.1 

415 

433 

Husband  . 

8,836 

8,743 

29.4 

29.0 

484 

498 

Wife . 

1,930 

1,814 

6.4 

6.0 

227 

237 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,725 

18,966 

62.2 

62.9 

775 

813 

Husband  and  wife  only  . . 

13,114 

13,596 

43.6 

45.1 

736 

776 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,836 

4,725 

100.0 

100.0 

326 

349 

One  earner  . 

3,276 

3,176 

67.7 

67.2 

271 

269 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,560 

1,550 

32.3 

32.8 

516 

574 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,568 

1,671 

100.0 

100.0 

474 

505 

One  earner  . 

966 

930 

61.6 

55.7 

363 

393 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

603 

741 

38.4 

44.3 

681 

719 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,922 

4,828 

100.0 

100.0 

411 

432 

One  earner . 

2,500 

2,355 

50.8 

48.8 

251 

258 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,423 

2,472 

49.2 

51.2 

626 

682 

Married-couple  families . 

2,719 

2,734 

100.0 

100.0 

536 

583 

One  earner  . 

906 

859 

33.3 

31.4 

295 

292 

Husband  . 

596 

565 

21.9 

20.6 

338 

324 

Wife . 

251 

230 

9.2 

8.4 

191 

202 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,813 

1,875 

66.7 

68.6 

673 

736 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,280 

1,360 

47.1 

49.8 

637 

693 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,802 

1,740 

100.0 

100.0 

273 

278 

One  earner  . 

1,352 

1,276 

75.0 

73.4 

218 

228 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

450 

463 

25.0 

26.6 

477 

488 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

401 

354 

100.0 

100.0 

428 

410 

One  earner  . 

242 

220 

60.3 

62.2 

269 

315 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

159 

134 

39.7 

37.8 

575 

692 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

3,192 

3,351 

100.0 

100.0 

$425 

$447 

One  earner . 

1,484 

1,530 

46.5 

45.7 

282 

289 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,708 

1,821 

53.5 

54.3 

580 

624 

Married-couple  families . 

2,424 

2,571 

100.0 

100.0 

473 

489 

One  earner  . 

983 

1,081 

40.6 

42.0 

295 

304 

Husband  . 

806 

903 

33.3 

35.1 

311 

311 

Wife . 

106 

127 

4.4 

5.0 

206 

259 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,440 

1,490 

59.4 

58.0 

605 

662 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

973 

953 

40.1 

37.1 

579 

635 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

568 

479 

100.0 

100.0 

295 

291 

One  earner  . 

391 

326 

68.9 

68.2 

249 

221 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

177 

152 

31.1 

31.8 

462 

487 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

201 

301 

100.0 

100.0 

391 

392 

One  earner  . 

109 

123 

54.5 

40.8 

304 

319 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

91 

178 

45.5 

59.2 

(*) 

481 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

employed.  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not  presented 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000.  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

II 

1987 

II 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,498 

3,129 

$395 

$403 

Married-couple  families . 

2,663 

2,405 

100.0 

100.0 

436 

455 

Husband  unemployed  . 

861 

680 

32.3 

28.3 

258 

252 

Wife  only  earner . 

648 

520 

24.3 

21.6 

232 

232 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

145 

93 

5.5 

3.9 

505 

(2) 

Other  earners  only . 

68 

67 

2.5 

2.8 

(2) 

(*> 

Wife  unemployed . 

771 

708 

28.9 

29.4 

419 

398 

Husband  only  earner . 

640 

592 

24.1 

24.6 

389 

356 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

117 

102 

4.4 

4.3 

692 

709 

Other  earners  only . 

14 

13 

.5 

.6 

0 

(*) 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,032 

1,017 

38.7 

42.3 

684 

696 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

415 

406 

15.6 

16.9 

518 

598 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

590 

577 

22.2 

24.0 

813 

777 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

27 

34 

1.0 

1.4 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

623 

567 

100.0 

100.0 

279 

283 

Householder  unemployed . 

78 

78 

12.5 

13.7 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

545 

489 

87.5 

86.3 

286 

310 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

212 

158 

100.0 

100.0 

357 

321 

Householder  unemployed . 

55 

33 

26.1 

21.0 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

157 

125 

73.9 

79.0 

475 

355 

Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 
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WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  27,  1988 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

FIRST  QUARTER  1988 

The  number  of  families  with  a  full-time  worker  increased  by  about 
750,000  over  the  year  ended  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988.  Families  with  at 
least  one  full-time  worker  now  account  for  three-fourths  of  the  nation's 
64.2  million  families,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  reported  today.  Median  family  earnings  also  continued  to  rise 
and,  at  $580  a  week  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988,  were  4  percent  higher 
than  a  year  earlier.  Other  first-quarter  1988  highlights  were: 

- About  52  million  families  (81  percent  of  all  families)  had  at  least 

one  employed  member  and  93  percent  of  these  families  had  no  one  unemployed. 
White  families  with  employed  members  continued  to  be  less  likely  to  contain 
an  unemployed  person  than  either  black  or  Hispanic  families.  (See  tables  A 
and  1 . ) 

- The  number  of  families  with  unemployed  members  fell  to  5.5  million 

(8.5  percent  of  all  families)  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988.  This  was 
800,000,  or  12  percent,  below  the  level  of  a  year  earlier.  About  40 
percent  of  the  over-the-year  decline  was  among  married-couple  families 
where  the  husband  had  been  jobless.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

- There  were  300,000  more  employed  mothers  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988 

than  a  year  earlier.  The  increase  was  about  equally  divided  between 
mothers  of  preschool-  and  school-age  children  and  resulted  in  a  slightly 
lower  level  of  unemployment  among  mothers.  Overall,  the  number  of  families 
with  an  unemployed  parent  declined  by  12  percent  over  the  year.  (See 
tables  A  and  4.) 

- The  median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  married-couple  families  were 

$648  in  the  first  quarter.  Earnings  were  was  $480  for  families  where  the 
husband  was  the  sole  earner  and  more  than  $1,000  where  the  wife  and  other 
family  members  were  also  earners.  Median  weekly  earnings  of  families 
maintained  by  women  ($323)  remained  about  half  those  of  married-couple 
families.  (See  table  6.) 
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- At  $597,  median  weekly  earnings  for  all  white  families  were  about  AO 

percent  greater  than  the  medians  for  all  black  ($421)  or  all  Hispanic 
($432)  families.  There  were  much  smaller  earnings  differences,  however, 
among  families  with  two  or  more  earners.  For  example,  at  $774  a  week,  the 
median  for  white  families  with  two  or  more  earners  was  just  17  percent 
greater  than  that  for  black  families  with  two  or  more  earners  and  28 
percent  greater  than  the  median  for  this  group  of  Hispanic  families.  (See 
table  6.) 


Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

I 

1987 

I 

1988 

Change 

Total  families . 

63,778 

64,246 

468 

With  employed  member(s) . 

51,259 

51,950 

691 

Percent  of  total  families . 

80.4 

80.9 

.5 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

47,130 

47,883 

753 

Percent  of  total  families . . . 

73.9 

74.5 

.6 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

6,230 

5,452 

-778 

Percent  with  employed  member(s).. . . . 

69.1 

71.3 

2.2 

Percent  of  total  families . 

9.8 

8.5 

-1.3 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

1,926 

1,567 

-359 

Percent  of  total  families . 

3.0 

2.4 

-.6 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

10,593 

10,729 

136 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

61.2 

60.1 

-1.1 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.6 

16.7 

.1 

With  children  under  18  years  old.. . 

31,647 

31,531 

-116 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

87.7 

88.1 

.4 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

58.3 

59.5 

1.2 

Percent  of  total  families.. . . 

49.6 

49.1 

-.5 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

14,401 

14,445 

44 

Percent  with  employed  parent (s) . . 

86.5 

86.9 

.4 

Percent  with  employed  mother . . 

50.9 

51.8 

.9 

Percent  of  total  families . 

22.6 

22.5 

-.1 

-  3  - 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 


In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 
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The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary,,  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 


Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 


Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed .  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awainting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed • 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  statue  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  c 

>f  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

63,770 

64,246 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,593 

10,729 

16.6 

16.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

53,184 

53,517 

83.4 

83.3 

No  member  employed . 

1,926 

1,567 

3.0 

2.4 

Some  member  employed . 

51,259 

51,950 

80.4 

80.9 

No  one  unemployed . 

46,955 

48,065 

73.6 

74.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

43,476 

44,535 

68.2 

69.3 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,304 

3,885 

6.7 

6.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,654 

3,348 

5.7 

5.2 

White 

Total  families . 

55,043 

55,332 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,924 

9,051 

16.2 

16.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,119 

46,281 

83.8 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

1,369 

1,053 

2.5 

1.9 

Some  member  employed . 

44,750 

45,228 

81.3 

81.7 

No  one  unemployed . 

41,303 

42,141 

75.0 

76.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

38,386 

39,179 

69.7 

70.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,447 

3,087 

6.3 

5.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,934 

2,687 

5.3 

4.9 

Black 

Total  families . 

7,028 

7,101 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,451 

1,435 

20.6 

20.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

5,577 

5,665 

79.4 

79.8 

No  member  employed . 

513 

463 

7.3 

6.5 

Some  member  employed . 

5,063 

5,202 

72.0 

73.3 

No  one  unemployed . 

4,346 

4,535 

61.8 

63.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,879 

4,056 

55.2 

57.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

717 

667 

10.2 

9.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

598 

547 

8.5 

7.7 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,369 

4,483 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

604 

681 

13.8 

15.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

3,764 

3,801 

86.2 

84.8 

No  member  employed . 

219 

177 

5.0 

3.9 

Some  member  employed . 

3,546 

3,624 

81.2 

80.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,115 

3,244 

71.3 

72.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

2,637 

2,986 

64.9 

66.6 

Some  member  unemployed . 

431 

380 

9.9 

8.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

368 

313 

8.4 

7.0 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  c 

><  families 

Percent  d 

istribution 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

Married-couple  families . 

50,542 

50,707 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,711 

7,655 

15.3 

15.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

42,830 

43,052 

84.7 

84.9 

No  member  employed . 

986 

744 

2.0 

1.5 

Some  member  employed . 

41,844 

42,308 

82.8 

83.4 

Husband  only . 

11,649 

11,523 

23.0 

22.7 

Wife  only  . 

2,570 

2,551 

5.1 

5.0 

Husband  and  wife . 

23,559 

24,336 

46.6 

48.0 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,801 

19,521 

37.2 

38.5 

Other  combinations . 

4,066 

3,898 

8.0 

7.7 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

10,553 

10,714 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,589 

2,692 

24.5 

25.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,963 

8,023 

75.5 

74.9 

No  member  employed . 

778 

685 

7.4 

6.4 

Some  member  employed . 

7,185 

7,338 

68.1 

68.5 

Householder  employed  . 

5,883 

6,045 

55.7 

56.4 

Householder  only  . 

3.798 

3,813 

36.0 

35.6 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,085 

2,232 

19.8 

20.8 

Other  combinations . 

1,302 

1,293 

12.3 

12.1 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,683 

2,824 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

292 

382 

10.9 

13.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,391 

2,442 

89.1 

86.5 

No  member  employed . 

162 

138 

6.0 

4.9 

Some  member  employed . 

2,229 

2,304 

83.1 

81.6 

Householder  employed  . 

1,900 

1,958 

70.8 

69.3 

Householder  only  . 

1,051 

1,056 

39.2 

37.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

849 

902 

31.6 

31.9 

Other  combinations . 

329 

346 

12.3 

12.3 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  c 

f  families 

Percent  d 

istribution 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment . 

6,230 

5,452 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,304 

3,885 

69.1 

71.3 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,926 

1,567 

30.9 

28.7 

Married-couple  families . 

4,399 

3,802 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,413 

3,058 

77.6 

80.4 

With  no  members  employed . 

966 

744 

22.4 

19.6 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1,842 

1,533 

41.9 

40.3 

Wife  employed . 

987 

884 

22.4 

23.3 

Other(s)  employed . 

113 

74 

2.6 

1.9 

No  one  employed  . 

742 

575 

16.9 

15.1 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,099 

1,024 

25.0 

26.9 

Husband  employed . 

996 

933 

22.6 

24.5 

Others)  employed . 

18 

20 

.4 

.5 

No  one  employed  . 

85 

71 

1.9 

1.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,458 

1,245 

33.1 

32.7 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,457 

1,307 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

679 

622 

46.6 

47.6 

With  no  members  employed  . 

778 

685 

53.4 

52.4 

With  householder  unemployed . 

644 

559 

44.2 

42.8 

Other(s)  employed . 

95 

103 

6.5 

7.9 

No  one  employed  . 

549 

456 

37.7 

34.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

813 

748 

55.8 

57.2 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

374 

343 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

212 

204 

56.7 

59.5 

With  no  members  employed . 

162 

138 

43.3 

40.2 

With  householder  unemployed . 

180 

167 

48.1 

48.7 

Other(s)  employed . 

65 

58 

17.4 

16.9 

No  one  employed  . 

115 

109 

30.7 

31.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

194 

176 

51.9 

51.3 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,647 

17,246 

14,401 

31,531 

17,086 

14,445 

Married-couple  families . 

24,145 

12,554 

11,592 

23,959 

12,319 

11,640 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,006 

11,972 

11,034 

22,942 

11,806 

11,136 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,763 

11,294 

10,469 

21,793 

11,218 

10,575 

Father  employed . 

7,768 

3,239 

4,529 

7,488 

3,037 

4,452 

Mother  employed . 

479 

311 

168 

494 

329 

165 

Both  employed . 

13,516 

7,744 

5,772 

13,811 

7,852 

5,958 

One  unemployed . 

1,243 

678 

565 

1,149 

588 

561 

Father  unemployed  . 

577 

333 

244 

512 

294 

218 

Mother  unemployed  . 

666 

345 

321 

637 

294 

343 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,139 

581 

558 

1,017 

512 

505 

Father  unemployed . 

422 

151 

271 

345 

109 

236 

Mother  unemployed  . 

44 

31 

13 

42 

27 

15 

Both  unemployed  . 

129 

63 

66 

79 

30 

49 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

544 

336 

208 

551 

346 

205 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,458 

3,988 

2,470 

6,467 

4,025 

2,442 

Mother  employed  . 

3,891 

2,741 

1,151 

3,944 

2,807 

1,137 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,567 

1,247 

1,320 

2,523 

1,218 

1,306 

Unemployed  . 

543 

280 

263 

461 

265 

196 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,024 

967 

1,057 

2,062 

953 

1,110 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,043 

704 

339 

1,104 

742 

363 

Father  employed  . 

862 

589 

272 

881 

596 

285 

Father  not  employed  . 

181 

115 

67 

223 

145 

77 

Unemployed . 

89 

49 

41 

91 

51 

39 

Not  in  labor  force . 

92 

66 

26 

132 

94 

38 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,470 

1,252 

1,219 

2,167 

1,070 

1,096 

Table  5.  Employment  statue  of  persons  In  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1 

1MZ 

1 

1988 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tuttonal 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemplov 

ed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemolov 

ed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families . 

147,595 

65.3 

6,942 

7.2 

67.1 

148,076 

65.6 

5,990 

6.2 

69.3 

In  married-couple  families . 

122,525 

65.9 

4,892 

6.1 

75.2 

122,324 

66.3 

4,158 

5.1 

77.7 

Husbands  . 

50,542 

78.3 

1,842 

4.7 

59.7 

50,707 

78.3 

1,533 

3.9 

62.5 

Wives . 

50,542 

55.5 

1,292 

4.6 

80.5 

50,707 

56.5 

1,152 

4.0 

83.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,441 

61.1 

1,758 

13.4 

87.5 

20,910 

61.2 

1,473 

11.5 

88.8 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,741 

60.2 

1,652 

13.9 

46.2 

20,076 

60.2 

1,468 

12.1 

48.1 

Householder  . . . 

10,553 

61.8 

644 

9.9 

14.7 

10,714 

61.6 

559 

8.5 

18.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,186 

58.4 

1,008 

18.8 

66.3 

9,362 

58.6 

909 

16.6 

66.4 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,331 

70.2 

398 

10.6 

54.5 

5,675 

68.2 

363 

9.4 

58.1 

Householder  . 

2,683 

77.5 

180 

8.7 

36.2 

2,824 

75.2 

167 

7.9 

35.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,648 

62.7 

218 

13.1 

69.5 

2,851 

61.2 

196 

11.3 

77.6 

White 

In  families . 

127,216 

65.7 

5,275 

6.3 

69.4 

127,339 

66.0 

4,454 

5.3 

72.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,606 

65.8 

4,097 

5.7 

74.5 

109,455 

66.2 

3,435 

4.7 

78.0 

Husbands  . 

45,656 

78.3 

1,588 

4.4 

58.6 

45,780 

78.3 

1,291 

3.6 

62.6 

Wives . 

45,639 

54.6 

1,075 

4.3 

80.4 

45,724 

55.6 

950 

3.7 

85.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,311 

62.5 

1,434 

12.5 

87.7 

17,951 

62.4 

1,194 

10.7 

89.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,332 

62.7 

877 

10.5 

50.4 

13,415 

63.0 

763 

9.0 

51.6 

Householder  . 

7,238 

63.5 

343 

7.5 

18.4 

7,303 

63.0 

287 

6.2 

23.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,094 

61.7 

534 

14.2 

71.1 

6,112 

62.9 

476 

12.4 

68.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,278 

71.2 

303 

9.9 

56.1 

4,469 

69.3 

255 

8.2 

57.3 

Householder  . 

2,156 

79.1 

138 

8.1 

36.2 

2,239 

76.5 

119 

7.0 

33.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,122 

63.3 

165 

12.3 

72.7 

2,230 

62.1 

136 

9.8 

77.6 

Black 

In  families . 

15,946 

62.1 

1,463 

14.8 

58.0 

15,972 

62.9 

1,335 

13.3 

58.6 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,214 

66.6 

640 

10.4 

78.4 

8,913 

68.5 

562 

9.2 

76.9 

Husbands  . 

3,551 

76.3 

189 

7.0 

65.1 

3,498 

77.1 

178 

6.6 

62.5 

Wives . 

3,457 

64.4 

180 

8.1 

81.1 

3,402 

66.7 

154 

6.8 

76.5 

Other  family  member(s) . 

2,206 

54.3 

271 

22.6 

85.9 

2,013 

56.3 

230 

20.3 

87.7 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,858 

54.8 

736 

22.9 

41.2 

6,122 

54.6 

679 

20.3 

43.9 

Householder . 

3,049 

58.2 

288 

16.2 

10.3 

3,145 

58.5 

262 

14.2 

13.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,809 

51.0 

448 

31.2 

61.3 

2,977 

50.4 

417 

27.8 

63.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

874 

64.5 

87 

15.4 

49.4 

937 

63.9 

93 

15.5 

57.0 

Householder  . 

439 

69.5 

38 

12.4 

(’) 

468 

69.1 

41 

12.8 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

435 

59.7 

49 

19.0 

(’) 

469 

58.6 

52 

18.9 

(') 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . 

10,662 

63.9 

748 

11.0 

643 

10,777 

64.7 

628 

9.0 

66.6 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,092 

65.7 

535 

10.1 

70.3 

8,186 

66.5 

458 

8.4 

72.1 

Husbands  . 

3,065 

86.1 

217 

8.2 

53.4 

3,108 

85.8 

185 

7.0 

53.4 

Wives . 

3,156 

50.6 

127 

7.9 

75.3 

3,254 

53.0 

108 

6.3 

81.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,871 

57.8 

191 

17.7 

86.1 

1,824 

57.7 

165 

15.6 

86.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,927 

52.5 

146 

14.4 

47.3 

1,966 

55.1 

138 

12.7 

54.3 

Householder  . 

1,007 

49.5 

54 

10.8 

(’) 

1,068 

51.5 

48 

8.7 

(’) 

Other  family  memberfs)  . 

920 

55.8 

92 

17.9 

63.6 

698 

59.5 

90 

16.8 

66.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

643 

75.3 

68 

14.0 

51.5 

625 

71.0 

32 

7.2 

(’) 

Householder . 

290 

84.6 

33 

13.4 

0 

304 

82.1 

19 

7.6 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s) . 

353 

67.2 

35 

14.6 

(’) 

321 

60.4 

13 

6.8 

(’) 

1  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  . 

42,209 

42,930 

100.0 

100.0 

$557 

$580 

One  earner . 

18,636 

18,722 

44.2 

43.6 

343 

361 

Two  or  more  earners . 

23,574 

24,208 

55.8 

56.4 

735 

763 

Married-couple  families . 

33,527 

33,953 

100.0 

100.0 

620 

648 

One  earner  . 

12,825 

12,695 

38.3 

37.4 

395 

409 

Husband  . 

9,739 

9,627 

29.0 

28.4 

469 

480 

Wife . 

2,378 

2,364 

7.1 

7.0 

219 

236 

Other  family  member . 

707 

704 

2.1 

2.1 

207 

211 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,702 

21,259 

61.7 

62.6 

763 

790 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,727 

15,370 

43.9 

45.3 

737 

762 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,349 

3,340 

10.0 

9.8 

999 

1040 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

1,889 

1,793 

5.6 

5.3 

725 

753 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

592 

599 

1.8 

1.8 

453 

470 

Other  family  members  only  . 

146 

158 

.4 

.5 

515 

474 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,857 

7,023 

100.0 

100.0 

309 

323 

One  earner  . 

4,686 

4,832 

68.3 

68.8 

248 

260 

Householder  . 

3,726 

3,784 

54.3 

53.9 

257 

267 

Other  family  member . 

960 

1,048 

14.0 

14.9 

215 

233 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,170 

2,190 

31.7 

31.2 

489 

534 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,826 

1,954 

100.0 

100.0 

461 

468 

One  earner  . 

1,124 

1,195 

61.6 

61.2 

353 

375 

Householder  . 

870 

921 

47.6 

47.1 

386 

425 

Other  family  member . 

255 

274 

14.0 

14.0 

251 

218 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

701 

759 

38.4 

38.8 

654 

654 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  . 

36,267 

36,748 

100.0 

100.0 

578 

597 

One  earner . 

15,749 

15,766 

43.4 

42.9 

367 

383 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,518 

20,982 

56.6 

57.1 

750 

774 

Married-couple  families . 

29,858 

30,211 

100.0 

100.0 

630 

655 

One  earner  . 

11,553 

11,450 

38.7 

37.9 

406 

420 

Husband  . 

8,906 

8,829 

29.8 

29.2 

480 

487 

Wife . 

2,034 

2,000 

6.8 

6.6 

220 

244 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,304 

18,761 

61.3 

62.1 

774 

797 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,043 

13,539 

43.7 

44.8 

747 

768 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,905 

5,015 

100.0 

100.0 

321 

337 

One  earner  . 

3,281 

3,398 

66.9 

67.8 

256 

272 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,625 

1,617 

33.1 

32.2 

490 

543 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,504 

1,523 

100.0 

100.0 

483 

483 

One  earner  . 

915 

919 

60.9 

60.3 

362 

398 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

589 

604 

39.1 

39.7 

678 

660 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,715 

4,884 

100.0 

100.0 

399 

421 

One  earner . 

2,379 

2,424 

50.4 

49.6 

247 

250 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,337 

2,460 

49.6 

50.4 

605 

659 

Married-couple  families . 

2,687 

2,701 

100.0 

100.0 

503 

575 

One  earner . 

910 

867 

33.9 

32.1 

270 

268 

Husband  . 

550 

525 

20.5 

19.4 

319 

318 

Wife . 

285 

280 

10.6 

10.4 

202 

196 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,777 

1,834 

66.1 

67.9 

647 

701 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,286 

1,355 

47.9 

50.2 

623 

692 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,754 

1,837 

100.0 

100.0 

273 

289 

One  earner  . 

1,285 

1,333 

73.3 

72.5 

233 

228 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

469 

505 

26.7 

27.5 

472 

502 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

273 

346 

100.0 

100.0 

380 

393 

One  earner  . 

183 

224 

66.9 

64.9 

304 

315 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

90 

121 

33.1 

35.1 

(*) 

631 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

3,124 

3,308 

100.0 

100.0 

$412 

$432 

One  earner . 

1,522 

1,565 

48.7 

47.3 

260 

284 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,602 

1,743 

51.3 

52.7 

581 

604 

Mamed-couple  families . 

2,355 

2,434 

100.0 

100.0 

449 

477 

One  earner  . 

1,060 

1,022 

45.0 

42.0 

271 

301 

Husband  . 

883 

834 

37.5 

34.3 

295 

320 

Wife . 

110 

123 

4.7 

5.0 

199 

218 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,295 

1,412 

55.0 

58.0 

609 

639 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

778 

943 

33.0 

38.7 

581 

597 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

526 

658 

100.0 

100.0 

270 

297 

One  earner  . 

338 

424 

64.4 

64.5 

213 

205 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

187 

234 

35.6 

35.5 

447 

501 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

243 

216 

100.0 

100.0 

415 

438 

One  earner  . 

124 

118 

51.0 

54.6 

335 

372 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

119 

98 

49.0 

45.4 

503 

_ 

(*> 

’  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

employed.  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not  presented 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000.  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

1 

1987 

1 

1988 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,743 

3,388 

$375 

$390 

Married-couple  families . 

2,926 

2,670 

100.0 

100.0 

400 

411 

Husband  unemployed  . 

1,002 

916 

34.2 

34.3 

228 

257 

Wife  only  earner . 

744 

721 

25.4 

27.0 

211 

234 

Wife  and  other  eamer(s) . 

155 

130 

5.3 

4.9 

386 

440 

Other  earners  only . 

103 

66 

3.5 

2.5 

178 

O 

Wife  unemployed . 

905 

884 

30.9 

33.1 

395 

420 

Husband  only  earner . 

773 

747 

26.4 

28.0 

384 

403 

Husband  and  other  eamer(s) . 

113 

112 

3.8 

4.2 

590 

681 

Other  earners  only . 

20 

25 

.7 

.9 

O 

0 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,019 

869 

34.8 

32.6 

645 

662 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

397 

338 

13.6 

12.7 

543 

495 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

590 

491 

20.2 

18.4 

745 

820 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

32 

40 

1.1 

1.5 

(*) 

ft 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

617 

520 

100.0 

100.0 

272 

306 

Householder  unemployed . 

73 

81 

11.8 

15.5 

(*) 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

545 

440 

88.2 

84.5 

286 

329 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

199 

197 

100.0 

100.0 

345 

424 

Householder  unemployed . 

70 

59 

35.3 

29.7 

(*) 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

129 

139 

64.7 

70.3 

374 

521 

Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

FOURTH  QUARTER  1987 

Reflecting  the  strong  growth  in  employment  during  1987,  the  number  of 
families  with  employed  members  increased  by  800,000  over  the  year  ended  in 
the  fourth  quarter,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  reported  today.  Over  this  same  period,  the  median  wage  and 
salary  earnings  of  families  advanced  by  4.9  percent  to  reach  $579  a  week. 
Other  fourth  quarter  1987  highlights  follow. 

— The  number  of  families  with  one  or  more  full-time  workers  increased 
sharply  to  nearly  48.4  million.  Such  families  comprise  about  three-fourths 
of  all  U.S.  families.  (See  tables  A  and  1.) 

— About  8  percent  of  all  families  had  an  unemployed  member.  At  just 
under  5  million,  the  number  of  these  families  was  about  800,000  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier.  In  about  70  percent  of  such  families,  there  also  were 
one  or  more  employed  members.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

— The  number  of  employed  mothers  continued  to  increase  moderately  over 
the  year.  In  the  fourth  quarter,  the  mother  was  employed  in  60  percent  of 
the  families  with  children  under  18  years  old.  The  proportion  of  families 
with  employed  mothers  ranged  from  53  percent  for  those  with  preschoolers  to 
67  percent  for  those  where  the  youngest  child  was  school  age.  (See  tables 
A  and  4 .  ) 

— Median  wage  and  salary  earnings  for  married-couple  families  reached 
$647  a  week  in  the  fourth  quarter,  5  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.  The 
median  for  families  with  two  or  more  earners  (usually  the  husband  and  the 
wife)  was  $782  a  week,  60  percent  higher  than  that  for  families  where  the 
husband  was  the  sole  earner.  Earnings  of  families  maintained  by  women 
continued  to  be  about  half  those  of  married-couple  families.  (See  table 
6.) 


— Unemployment  can  have  a  profound  impact  on  family  earnings,  but  its 
severity  depends  both  on  which  family  member  is  jobless  and  which  one  is 
still  employed.  For  instance,  median  weekly  earnings  of  families  where  the 
husband  was  unemployed  and  the  wife  the  only  worker  was  $237.  In  contrast, 
the  median  for  families  where  the  unemployed  member  was  a  teenage  son  or 
daughter  and  both  husband  and  wife  were  earners  was  $828  a  week.  (See 
table  7.) 
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Annual  averages  for  1987 

In  addition  to  the  data  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1987,  this  release 
presents  three  tables  with  1986  and  1987  annual  averages  on  family 
employment  patterns  and  weekly  earnings.  (See  tables  8  through  10.) 

Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Change 

Total  families . 

63,518 

64,178 

660 

With  employed  member(s) . 

51,476 

52,284 

808 

Percent  of  total  families . 

81.0 

81.5 

.5 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

47,420 

48,354 

934 

Percent  of  total  families . 

74.7 

75.3 

.6 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

5,780 

4,970 

-810 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

70.0 

71.0 

1.0 

Percent  of  total  families . 

9.1 

7.7 

-1.4 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

1,735 

1,441 

-294 

Percent  of  total  families..... . 

2.7 

2.2 

-.5 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

10,307 

10,453 

146 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

61.7 

61.6 

-.1 

Percent  of  total  families... . . . . 

16.2 

16.3 

.1 

With  children  under  18  years  old. . . 

31,608 

31,504 

-104 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s). . 

88.5 

88.8 

.3 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

59.3 

60.5 

1.2 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

49.8 

49.1 

-.7 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

14,437 

14,416 

-21 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . . 

86.9 

87.9 

1.0 

Percent  with  employed  mother.. . 

51.7 

52.9 

1.2 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

22.7 

22.5 

-.2 

-  3  - 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
30  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed.  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awainting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  .sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clus tered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

63,518 

64,178 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,307 

10,453 

16.2 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

53,211 

53,725 

83.8 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,735 

1,441 

2.7 

2.2 

Some  member  employed . 

51,476 

52,284 

81.0 

81.5 

No  one  unemployed  . 

47,431 

48,755 

74.7 

76.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

43,949 

45,255 

69.2 

70.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,045 

3,529 

6.4 

5.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,471 

3,099 

5.5 

4.8 

White 

Total  families . 

54,832 

55,299 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,762 

8,924 

16.0 

16.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

46,070 

46,374 

84.0 

83.9 

No  member  employed . 

1,196 

960 

2.2 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

44,873 

45,415 

81.8 

82.1 

No  one  unemployed  . 

41,664 

42,652 

76.0 

77.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

38,781 

39,728 

70.7 

71.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,209 

2,763 

5.9 

5.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,754 

2,431 

5.0 

4.4 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,975 

7,082 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,352 

1,311 

19.4 

18.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,624 

5,770 

80.6 

81.5 

No  member  employed . 

496 

441 

7.1 

6.2 

Some  member  employed . 

5,127 

5,330 

73.5 

75.3 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,417 

4,693 

63.3 

66.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,918 

4,209 

56.2 

59.4 

Some  member  unemployed . 

710 

637 

10.2 

9.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

606 

554 

8.7 

7.8 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,250 

4,471 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

626 

661 

14.7 

14.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,624 

3,810 

85.3 

85.2 

No  member  employed . 

217 

161 

5.1 

3.6 

Some  member  employed . 

3,407 

3,649 

80.2 

81.6 

No  one  unemployed  . 

3,000 

3,276 

70.6 

73.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,751 

3,014 

64.7 

67.4 

Some  member  unemployed . 

407 

373 

9.6 

8.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

338 

323 

8.0 

7.2 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanlcs  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Married-couple  families . 

50,625 

50,833 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,557 

7,580 

14.9 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

43,068 

43,253 

85.1 

85.1 

No  member  employed . 

830 

662 

1.6 

1.3 

Some  member  employed . 

42,237 

42,591 

83.4 

83.8 

Husband  only . 

11,695 

11,412 

23.1 

22.4 

Wife  only  . 

2,482 

2,395 

4.9 

4.7 

Husband  and  wife  . 

23,973 

24,802 

47.4 

48.8 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,999 

19,814 

37.5 

39.0 

Other  combinations . 

4,087 

3,982 

8.1 

7.8 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,450 

10,703 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,464 

2,521 

23.6 

23.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,986 

8,182 

76.4 

76.4 

No  member  employed . 

769 

672 

7.4 

6.3 

Some  member  employed . 

7,217 

7,510 

69.1 

70.2 

Householder  employed  . 

5,896 

6,139 

56.4 

57.4 

Householder  only  . 

3,759 

3,837 

36.0 

35.8 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,137 

2,302 

20.4 

21.5 

Other  combinations . 

1,321 

1,371 

12.6 

12.8 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,444 

2,642 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

286 

351 

11.7 

13.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,158 

2,291 

88.3 

86.7 

No  member  employed . 

136 

108 

5.6 

4.1 

Some  member  employed . 

2,022 

2,183 

82.7 

82.6 

Householder  employed  . 

1,730 

1,857 

70.8 

70.3 

Householder  only  . 

930 

980 

38.1 

37.1 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

800 

877 

32.7 

33.2 

Other  combinations . 

292 

326 

11.9 

12.3 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,780 

4,970 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,045 

3,529 

70.0 

71  0 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,735 

1,441 

30  0 

29  0 

Married-couple  families . 

4,014 

3,449 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,184 

2,787 

79.3 

80.8 

With  no  members  employed  . 

830 

662 

20.7 

19.2 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,601 

1,299 

39.9 

37.7 

Wife  employed . 

905 

732 

22.5 

21.2 

Other(s)  employed  . 

78 

67 

1.9 

1.9 

No  one  employed  . 

618 

500 

15.4 

14.5 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,098 

989 

27.4 

28.7 

Husband  employed  . 

1,005 

905 

25.0 

26.2 

Other(s)  employed  . 

19 

17 

.5 

.5 

No  one  employed  . 

74 

67 

1.8 

1.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,315 

1,161 

32.8 

33.7 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,450 

1,239 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

681 

568 

47.0 

45.8 

With  no  members  employed  . 

769 

672 

53.0 

54.2 

With  householder  unemployed . 

615 

571 

42.4 

46.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

102 

91 

7.0 

7.3 

No  one  employed  . 

513 

480 

35.4 

38.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

835 

668 

57.6 

53.9 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

316 

282 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

180 

174 

57.0 

61.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

136 

108 

43.0 

38.3 

With  householder  unemployed . 

130 

122 

41.1 

43.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

39 

48 

12.3 

17.0 

No  one  employed  . 

91 

74 

28.8 

26.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

186 

160 

58.9 

56.7 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,608 

17,171 

14,437 

31,504 

17,088 

14,416 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,246 

12,564 

11,682 

24,069 

12,378 

11,691 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,244 

12,091 

11,153 

23,124 

11,874 

11,251 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,018 

11,459 

10,559 

22,071 

11,311 

10,761 

Father  employed . 

7,799 

3,311 

4,488 

7,489 

3,027 

4,463 

Mother  employed . 

468 

327 

141 

483 

326 

157 

Both  employed . 

13,751 

7,821 

5,930 

14,099 

7,958 

6,141 

One  unemployed  . 

1,226 

632 

594 

1,052 

563 

490 

Father  unemployed  . 

550 

290 

260 

445 

262 

184 

Mother  unemployed  . 

676 

342 

334 

607 

301 

306 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,002 

474 

528 

945 

505 

440 

Father  unemployed  . 

355 

110 

245 

298 

103 

195 

Mother  unemployed  . 

26 

14 

11 

44 

28 

15 

Both  unemployed  . 

113 

47 

66 

76 

36 

40 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

508 

303 

206 

527 

338 

190 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,412 

3,976 

2,437 

6,446 

4,049 

2,397 

Mother  employed  . 

3,959 

2,824 

1,135 

4,041 

2,901 

1,140 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,453 

1,151 

1,301 

2,405 

1,148 

1,257 

Unemployed  . 

532 

285 

246 

490 

259 

231 

Not  in  labor  force  . 

1,921 

866 

1,055 

1,915 

889 

1,026 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

950 

631 

319 

989 

660 

328 

Father  employed  . 

782 

520 

262 

812 

536 

276 

Father  not  employed  . 

168 

111 

58 

177 

125 

52 

Unemployed  . 

68 

35 

33 

58 

38 

20 

Not  in  labor  force . 

100 

76 

25 

119 

87 

32 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

2,320 

1,123 

1,195 

2,018 

1,027 

991 

_ 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


IV  IV 

1986  1987 


— 

Civilian 

— 

Unemployed 

— 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Characteristic 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

_ 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Civilian 

nonmsti- 

tutional 

population 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

146,988 

65.8 

6,365 

6.6 

67.8 

147,779 

66.1 

5,427 

5.6 

68.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,598 

66.4 

4,405 

5.4 

76.7 

122,554 

66.7 

3,751 

4.6 

78.3 

Husbands  . 

50,625 

78.6 

1,601 

4.0 

61.4 

50,833 

78.5 

1,299 

3.3 

61.6 

Wives . 

50,625 

55.9 

1,253 

4.4 

83.0 

50,833 

56.9 

1,107 

3.8 

84.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,348 

62.3 

1,551 

11.7 

87.4 

20,888 

61.8 

1,345 

10.4 

89.6 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

19,437 

61.3 

1,600 

13.4 

46.2 

19,963 

61.6 

1,366 

11.1 

44.8 

Householder  . 

10,450 

62.3 

615 

9.4 

16.5 

10,703 

62.7 

571 

8.5 

15.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

8,987 

60.2 

985 

18.2 

64.8 

9,260 

60.4 

795 

14.2 

65.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,953 

68.6 

361 

10.6 

54.6 

5,263 

69.4 

309 

8.5 

57.9 

Householder  . 

2,444 

76.1 

130 

7.0 

29.9 

2,642 

74.9 

122 

6.2 

39.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,509 

61.2 

231 

15.0 

68.4 

2,621 

64.0 

187 

11.2 

70.2 

White 

In  families  . 

126,728 

66.2 

4,762 

5.7 

70.7 

127,084 

66.3 

3,984 

4.7 

71.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,764 

66.3 

3,642 

5.0 

76.9 

109,387 

66.5 

3,061 

4.2 

78.1 

Husbands  . 

45,738 

78.5 

1,341 

3.7 

60.9 

45,809 

78.5 

1,091 

3.0 

60.7 

Wives . 

45,733 

55.1 

1,051 

4.2 

83.7 

45,743 

56.0 

923 

3.6 

84.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,293 

63.9 

1,250 

10.7 

88.2 

17,835 

62.8 

1,047 

9.3 

90.7 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,120 

63.7 

867 

10.4 

48.8 

13,600 

63.6 

707 

8.2 

49.1 

Householder  . 

7,182 

63.6 

332 

7.3 

19.1 

7,402 

63.2 

290 

6.2 

21.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

5,938 

63.9 

535 

14.1 

67.3 

6,198 

64.1 

417 

10.5 

68.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,844 

70.4 

252 

9.3 

56.3 

4,097 

70.7 

216 

7.5 

55.1 

Householder  . 

1,910 

77.9 

89 

6.0 

30.7 

2,080 

76.7 

91 

5.7 

36.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,934 

62.9 

163 

13.4 

70.8 

2,017 

64.5 

125 

9.6 

68.8 

Black 

In  families  . 

15,856 

62.7 

1,412 

14.2 

57.7 

16,009 

64.3 

1,248 

12.1 

58.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,219 

66.8 

618 

10.0 

76.4 

9,249 

68.7 

548 

8.6 

78.3 

Husbands  . 

3,562 

77.2 

197 

7.2 

63.4 

3,600 

77.3 

162 

5.8 

65.8 

Wives . 

3,453 

64.0 

161 

7.3 

80.7 

3,497 

66.7 

143 

6.1 

80.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,204 

54.3 

260 

21.7 

83.4 

2,152 

57.5 

243 

19.7 

85.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,725 

56.1 

695 

21.6 

42.6 

5,843 

57.4 

617 

18.4 

38.9 

Householder  . 

2,983 

59.1 

271 

15.4 

12.9 

3,039 

61.3 

266 

14.3 

9.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,742 

52.8 

424 

29.3 

61.6 

2,804 

53.0 

351 

23.6 

61.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

912 

62.3 

98 

17.3 

48.0 

917 

64.3 

81 

13.7 

67.9 

Householder  . 

445 

69.0 

37 

12.0 

0 

451 

66.7 

25 

8.4 

O 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

467 

55.9 

61 

23.3 

59.0 

466 

62.1 

56 

19.4 

O 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,382 

63.9 

702 

10.6 

63.3 

10,821 

64.8 

595 

8.5 

69.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

7,938 

66.0 

502 

9.6 

70.3 

8,239 

66.1 

451 

8.3 

73.2 

Husbands  . 

2,949 

86.2 

210 

8.2 

49.8 

3,104 

84.9 

179 

6.8 

50.7 

Wives . 

3,078 

50.8 

112 

7.2 

77.7 

3,253 

52.1 

121 

7.1 

84.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,911 

59.2 

180 

15.9 

90.0 

1,882 

59.2 

151 

13.6 

90.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,924 

52.7 

148 

14.6 

40.5 

1,968 

56.8 

118 

10.6 

52.5 

Householder  . 

1,053 

51.1 

69 

12.8 

23.3 

1,076 

53.6 

43 

7.5 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

871 

54.7 

79 

16.5 

56.4 

892 

60.5 

75 

13.9 

64.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

520 

74.8 

52 

13.4 

0 

614 

73.0 

26 

5.8 

O 

Householder  . 

246 

83.9 

19 

9.2 

(’) 

295 

84.9 

8 

3.1 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

274 

66.7 

33 

18.2 

0 

319 

61.7 

18 

9.2 

0 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

42,337 

43,079 

100.0 

100.0 

$552 

$579 

One  earner . 

18,657 

18,408 

44.1 

42.7 

347 

363 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

23,680 

24,672 

55.9 

57.3 

' 

728 

754 

Married-couple  families . 

33,735 

34,031 

100.0 

100.0 

616 

647 

One  earner  . 

12,930 

12,554 

38.3 

36.9 

397 

419 

Husband  . 

9,755 

9,504 

28.9 

27.9 

473 

488 

Wife . 

2,399 

2,242 

7.1 

6.6 

218 

236 

Other  family  member . 

776 

808 

2.3 

2.4 

217 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,806 

21,477 

61.7 

63.1 

757 

782 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,888 

15,562 

44.1 

45.7 

723 

750 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,389 

3,375 

10.0 

9.9 

992 

1033 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

1,869 

1,868 

5.5 

5.5 

737 

740 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

466 

522 

1.4 

1.5 

482 

498 

Other  family  members  only  . 

193 

150 

.6 

.4 

463 

527 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,834 

7,174 

100.0 

100.0 

316 

329 

One  earner  . 

4,682 

4,753 

68.5 

66.3 

251 

261 

Householder  . 

3,746 

3,703 

54.8 

51.6 

258 

267 

Other  family  member . 

936 

1,051 

13.7 

14.6 

216 

228 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,152 

2,421 

31.5 

33.7 

500 

526 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,767 

1,875 

100.0 

100.0 

439 

481 

One  earner  . . 

1,046 

1,100 

59.2 

58.7 

327 

350 

Householder  . 

844 

858 

47.7 

45.8 

351 

378 

Other  family  member . 

202 

242 

11.4 

12.9 

215 

257 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

721 

774 

40.8 

41.3 

635 

691 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

36,156 

36,794 

100.0 

100.0 

576 

599 

One  earner  . 

15,569 

15,471 

43.1 

42.0 

372 

385 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,587 

21,323 

56.9 

58.0 

742 

766 

Married-couple  families . 

29,919 

30,104 

100.0 

100.0 

627 

658 

One  earner  . 

11,548 

11,209 

38.6 

37.2 

408 

433 

Husband  . 

8,813 

8,617 

29.5 

28.6 

482 

496 

Wife . 

2,054 

1,914 

6.9 

6.4 

220 

236 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,371 

18,895 

61.4 

62.8 

768 

792 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,087 

13,726 

43.7 

45.6 

732 

759 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,872 

5,204 

100.0 

100.0 

331 

344 

One  earner  . 

3,232 

3,406 

66.3 

65.4 

263 

273 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,640 

1,799 

33.7 

34.6 

509 

524 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,365 

1,485 

100.0 

100.0 

466 

504 

One  earner  . 

789 

855 

57.8 

57.6 

352 

374 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

576 

630 

42.2 

42.4 

647 

711 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

4,906 

5,046 

100.0 

100.0 

399 

431 

One  earner . 

2,545 

2,410 

51.9 

47.8 

241 

260 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,360 

2,636 

48.1 

52.2 

604 

633 

Married-couple  families . 

2,817 

2,927 

100.0 

100.0 

514 

539 

One  earner  . 

1,015 

948 

36.0 

32.4 

269 

296 

Husband  . 

652 

570 

23.2 

19.5 

305 

352 

Wife . 

295 

272 

10.5 

9.3 

195 

219 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,802 

1,979 

64.0 

67.6 

643 

681 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,337 

1,455 

47.5 

49.7 

627 

641 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,769 

1,807 

100.0 

100.0 

273 

294 

One  earner  . 

1,320 

1,246 

74.6 

68.9 

218 

233 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

449 

561 

25.4 

31.1 

468 

521 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

319 

312 

100.0 

100.0 

364 

351 

One  earner  . 

210 

217 

66.0 

69.5 

260 

294 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

109 

95 

34.0 

 | 

30.5 

516 

(*> 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

3,089 

3,333 

100.0 

100.0 

$411 

$450 

One  earner . 

1,459 

1,605 

47.2 

48.2 

264 

293 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,630 

1,728 

52.8 

51.8 

570 

604 

Married-couple  families . 

2,292 

2,443 

100.0 

100.0 

468 

496 

One  earner  . 

949 

1,043 

41.4 

42.7 

284 

317 

Husband  . 

775 

829 

33.8 

33.9 

304 

345 

Wife . 

127 

126 

5.5 

5.2 

200 

199 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,343 

1,400 

58.6 

57.3 

598 

627 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

852 

910 

37.2 

37.3 

586 

612 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

601 

632 

100.0 

100.0 

277 

303 

One  earner  . 

413 

417 

68.7 

65.9 

214 

241 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

188 

215 

31.3 

34.1 

437 

487 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

196 

258 

100.0 

100.0 

370 

433 

One  earner  . 

96 

145 

49.2 

56.4 

<*> 

299 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

100 

112 

50.8 

43.6 

494 

551 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 


NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not  presented 
and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners’  . 

3,672 

3,121 

_ 

_ 

$352 

$377 

Married-couple  families . 

2,870 

2,439 

100.0 

100.0 

370 

405 

Husband  unemployed  . 

952 

760 

33.2 

31.2 

242 

251 

Wife  only  earner . 

763 

598 

26.6 

24.5 

227 

237 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

108 

97 

3.8 

4.0 

492 

0 

Other  earners  only . 

81 

65 

2.8 

2.7 

I2) 

(*> 

Wife  unemployed . 

948 

813 

33.0 

33.3 

396 

397 

Husband  only  earner . 

795 

726 

27.7 

29.8 

371 

386 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

130 

72 

4.5 

3.0 

584 

(*) 

Other  earners  only . 

23 

14 

.8 

.6 

(*) 

(*) 

Other  members  unemployed . 

970 

866 

33.8 

35.5 

599 

667 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

428 

320 

14.9 

13.1 

434 

505 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

500 

486 

17.4 

19.9 

768 

828 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . . - . 

42 

61 

1.5 

2.5 

0 

(*> 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

614 

537 

100.0 

100.0 

284 

278 

Householder  unemployed  . 

76 

86 

12.4 

15.9 

(*) 

(*) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

537 

452 

87.6 

84.1 

303 

299 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

188 

145 

100.0 

100.0 

337 

355 

Householder  unemployed . 

47 

46 

25.2 

31.4 

0 

0 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

141 

100 

74.8 

68.6 

417 

364 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 


Table  8.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 

Characteristic 


Married-couple  families . 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force 

No  member  employed . . 

Some  member  employed . 

Husband  only . 

Wife  only . 

Husband  and  wife . 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

Other  combinations . 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force 

No  member  employed . 

Some  member  employed . 

Householder  employed  . 

Householder  only  . 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

Other  combinations . 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force 

No  member  employed . 

Some  member  employed . 

Householder  employed  . 

Householder  only  . 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

Other  combinations . 


Number  of  families_ Percent  distribution 


1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

50,235 

50,679 

100.0 

100.0 

7,522 

7,610 

15.0 

15.0 

42,713 

43,069 

85.0 

85.0 

899 

770 

1.8 

1.5 

41,814 

42,299 

83.2 

83.5 

11,862 

11,499 

23.6 

22.7 

2,467 

2,411 

4.9 

4.8 

23,173 

24,169 

46.1 

47.7 

18,163 

19,043 

36.2 

37.6 

4,312 

4,220 

8.6 

8.3 

10,364 

10,614 

100.0 

100.0 

2,491 

2,545 

24.0 

24.0 

7,873 

8,069 

76.0 

76.0 

783 

726 

7.6 

6.8 

7,091 

7,343 

68.4 

69.2 

1  5,763 

5,983 

55.6 

56.4 

3,593 

3,735 

34.7 

35.2 

2,170 

2,248 

20.9 

21.2 

1,328 

1,360 

12.8 

12.8 

2,521 

2,711 

100.0 

100.0 

297 

339 

11.8 

12.5 

2,224 

2,372 

88.2 

87.5 

148 

129 

5.9 

4.8 

2,076 

2,242 

82.3 

82.7 

1,777 

1,923 

70.5 

70.9 

963 

1,019 

38.2 

37.6 

814 

904 

32.3 

33.3 

299 

319 

11.9 

11.8 

Table  9.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  annual 
averages 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1986 

1987 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  vounaer 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,521 

17,123 

14,399 

31,683 

17,239 

14,443 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,207 

12,578 

11,629 

24,215 

12,526 

11,689 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,085 

12,011 

11,075 

23,208 

12,001 

11,209 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,835 

11,385 

10,452 

22,081 

11,401 

10,680 

Father  employed . 

8,090 

3,467 

4,624 

7,768 

3,233 

4,535 

Mother  employed . 

464 

322 

143 

474 

318 

156 

Both  employed . 

13,281 

7,596 

5,685 

13,839 

7,850 

5,989 

One  unemployed  . 

1,250 

627 

623 

1,128 

599 

530 

Father  unemployed  . 

543 

291 

252 

499 

285 

215 

Mother  unemployed  . 

707 

336 

371 

629 

314 

315 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,122 

567 

554 

V.007 

526 

481 

Father  unemployed  . 

404 

140 

264 

335 

118 

216 

Mother  unemployed  . 

40 

25 

15 

38 

24 

15 

Both  unemployed  . 

117 

54 

62 

94 

45 

49 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

561 

348 

213 

540 

339 

201 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,327 

3,888 

2,439 

6,433 

4,019 

2,414 

Mother  employed  . 

3,821 

2,700 

1,121 

3,935 

2,820 

1,115 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,506 

1,188 

1,318 

2,498 

1,198 

1,299 

Unemployed  . 

538 

287 

251 

523 

271 

251 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,968 

901 

1,067 

1,975 

927 

1,048 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

987 

656 

331 

1,035 

694 

341 

Father  employed  . 

804 

537 

267 

851 

570 

281 

Father  not  employed  . 

183 

119 

64 

183 

124 

60 

Unemployed  . 

82 

44 

38 

73 

42 

31 

Not  in  labor  force . 

101 

75 

26 

110 

82 

29 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

2,431 

1,177 

1,253 

2,191 

1,099 

1.092 

Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 


i^naracierisiic 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  ’  . 

42,101 

42,733 

100.0 

100.0 

$543 

$572 

One  earner . 

18,789 

18,514 

44.6 

43.3 

343 

353 

Two  or  more  earners . 

23,312 

24,218 

55.4 

56.7 

717 

747 

Married-couple  families . 

33,569 

33,844 

100.0 

100.0 

606 

637 

One  earner  . 

13,049 

12,668 

38.9 

37.4 

393 

405 

Husband  . 

9,979 

9,640 

29.7 

28.5 

459 

477 

Wife . 

2,351 

2,272 

7.0 

6.7 

223 

230 

Other  family  member . 

719 

757 

2.1 

2.2 

210 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,520 

21,176 

61.1 

62.6 

744 

776 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,347 

14,955 

42.7 

44.2 

712 

741 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,397 

3,518 

10.1 

10.4 

975 

1019 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,056 

1,996 

6.1 

5.9 

720 

749 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

532 

560 

1.6 

1.7 

480 

512 

Other  family  members  only  . 

188 

147 

.6 

.4 

469 

501 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,718 

6,963 

100.0 

100.0 

307 

317 

One  earner  . 

4,607 

4,702 

68.6 

67.5 

242 

254 

Householder  . 

3,606 

3,675 

53.7 

52.8 

251 

263 

Other  family  member . 

1,001 

1,027 

14.9 

14.8 

205 

215 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,110 

2,260 

31.4 

32.5 

499 

514 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,814 

1,926 

100.0 

100.0 

444 

478 

One  earner  . 

1,133 

1,144 

62.4 

59.4 

351 

353 

Householder  . 

900 

908 

49.6 

47.1 

383 

385 

Other  family  member . 

232 

236 

12.8 

12.3 

220 

233 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

681 

782 

37.6 

40.6 

637 

675 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

36,072 

36,555 

100.0 

100.0 

566 

592 

One  earner . 

15,761 

15,554 

43.7 

42.5 

367 

377 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,311 

21,001 

56.3 

57.5 

730 

761 

Married-couple  families . 

29,865 

30,095 

100.0 

100.0 

615 

647 

One  earner . 

11,698 

11,385 

39.2 

37.8 

405 

416 

Husband  . 

9,077 

8,784 

30.4 

29.2 

472 

485 

Wife . 

1,996 

1,946 

6.7 

6.5 

225 

231 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,167 

18,710 

60.8 

62.2 

755 

785 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,656 

13,232 

42.4 

44.0 

720 

748 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,786 

4,959 

100.0 

100.0 

320 

329 

One  earner  . 

3,190 

3,285 

66.6 

66.2 

252 

265 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,597 

1,674 

33.4 

33.8 

502 

518 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,420 

1,501 

100.0 

100.0 

476 

492 

One  earner  . 

873 

884 

61.5 

58.9 

375 

373 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

547 

617 

38.5 

41.1 

668 

695 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,810 

4,942 

100.0 

100.0 

391 

412 

One  earner . 

2.495 

2,452 

51.9 

49.6 

240 

253 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,315 

2,489 

48.1 

50.4 

605 

623 

Married-couple  families . 

2,734 

2,768 

100.0 

100.0 

503 

529 

One  earner  . 

978 

924 

35.8 

33.4 

267 

289 

Husband  . 

615 

581 

22.5 

21.0 

307 

335 

Wife . 

289 

264 

10.6 

9.5 

209 

215 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,755 

1,843 

64.2 

66.6 

645 

675 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,269 

1,318 

46.4 

47.6 

628 

646 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,756 

1,822 

100.0 

100.0 

267 

284 

One  earner  . 

1,301 

1,305 

74.1 

71.6 

216 

228 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

455 

517 

25.9 

28.4 

478 

495 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

320 

352 

100.0 

100.0 

348 

383 

One  earner  . 

215 

223 

67.2 

63.3 

287 

281 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

105 

129 

32.8 

36.7 

500 

_ 

544 

Percent  distribution 


Median  weekly  earnings 


See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

3,017 

3,219 

100.0 

100.0 

$412 

$425 

One  earner . 

1,477 

1,537 

48.9 

47.7 

267 

275 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,540 

1,682 

51.1 

52.3 

582 

592 

Married-couple  families . 

2,272 

2,411 

100.0 

100.0 

459 

473 

One  earner  . 

1,006 

1,032 

44.3 

42.8 

289 

292 

Husband  . 

828 

838 

36.4 

34.8 

308 

314 

Wife . 

127 

122 

5.6 

5.1 

202 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,266 

1,379 

55.7 

57.2 

603 

615 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

809 

884 

35.6 

36.7 

582 

593 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

538 

575 

100.0 

100.0 

273 

285 

One  earner  . 

368 

386 

68.3 

67.1 

212 

229 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

170 

189 

31.7 

32.9 

446 

467 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

207 

234 

100.0 

100.0 

380 

418 

One  earner  . 

103 

120 

49.9 

51.2 

259 

314 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

104 

114 

50.1 

48.8 

530 

517 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not  presented 
employed.  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

THIRD  QUARTER  1987 

The  number  of  families  with  unemployed  members  decreased  by  about 
700,000  over  the  year  ended  in  the  third  quarter  of  1987,  while  the  number 
with  employed  members  continued  to  increase,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  Median  family  earnings  also 
continued  to  rise;  at  $578  a  week  in  the  third  quarter,  they  were  5  percent 
above  the  level  of  a  year  earlier.  Other  third-quarter  1987  highlights: 

- More  than  52  million  families — 4  out  of  5  in  all — had  at  least  one 

employed  member.  This  was  nearly  a  million  more  than  a  year  before.  In 
three-f our'ths  of  all  families,  someone  worked  full  time.  (See  tables  A  and 
1.) 

- Of  the  5.4  million  families  with  an  unemployed  member,  about  73  percent 

also  had  someone  who  was  employed.  Families  maintained  by  women  were  the 
least  likely  to  have  an  employed  member.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

- There  were  18.6  million  employed  mothers  with  children  under  18  years  of 

age,  560,000  more  than  a  year  earlier.  Most  of  this  increase  was  among 
families  with  school-age  children.  Both  parents  were  employed  in  62 
percent  of  the  married-couple  families  where  the  youngest  child  was  6  to  17 
years  old.  (See  tables  A  and  4.) 

- Median  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  all  married-couple  families  rose  by 

about  6  percent  over  the  year  to  reach  S644  a  week.  This  increase  is 
partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  more  of  such  families  have  two  earners 
and  fewer  have  only  one  earner.  The  earnings  of  white  married-couple 
families  continued  to  exceed  those  of  their  black  counterparts.  The 
black-white  difference  in  earnings  among  such  families  was  much  larger 
where  there  was  only  one  earner  (40  percent)  than  where  there  were  two  or 
more  earners  (13  percent).  (See  table  6.) 


Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1986 

III 

1987 

Change 

Total  families . . . «... 

63,104 

64,057 

953 

With  employed  member(s) . 

51,135 

52,119 

984 

Percent  of  total  families . 

81.0 

81.4 

.4 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

47,346 

48,404 

1,058 

Percent  of  total  families . 

75.0 

75.6 

.6 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

6,081 

5,380 

-701 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

71.6 

72.5 

.9 

Percent  of  total  families . 

9.6 

8.4 

-1.2 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

1,727 

1,478 

-249 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.7 

2.3 

-.4 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

10,242 

10,460 

218 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

61.2 

60.9 

-.3 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.2 

16.3 

.1 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

31,517 

31,690 

173 

Peroent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

88.0 

88.6 

.6 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

57.1 

58.6 

1.5 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

49.9 

49.5 

-.4 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

14,370 

14,401 

31 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

86.8 

87.5 

.7 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

50.1 

51.3 

1.2 

Percent  of  total  families . 

22.8 

22.5 

-.3 

•  HS/s'.  c\il  1 5 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliabil ity 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Def initions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family .  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children .  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed . 
anv  work 


Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 


profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise, 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because 


15  hours  or  more  as 
Also  included  are  those 
of  illness,  vacation, 


their  sole  or  principal 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed 
survey  week  were  available 
to  find  employment  sometime 
from  their  former  jobs  am 
to  a  job  within  30  days  nee< 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force. 
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The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 


and  the  unemployed. 


Wage  and  salary  workers, 
tips,  payment  in  kind, 
self-employed,  including 
excluded  from  coverage  in 


Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
these  earnings  data. 


Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 


Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

63,104 

64,057 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,242 

10,460 

16.2 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,862 

53,597 

83.8 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,727 

1,478 

2.7 

2.3 

Some  member  employed . 

51,135 

52,119 

81.0 

81.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

46,781 

48,217 

74.1 

75.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

43,515 

44,979 

69.0 

70.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,354 

3,902 

6.9 

6.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,831 

3,425 

6.1 

5.3 

White 

Total  families . 

54,467 

55,171 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,712 

8,967 

16.0 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,755 

46,204 

84.0 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,183 

949 

2.2 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

44,572 

45,256 

81.8 

82.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

41,196 

42,200 

75.6 

76.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

38,460 

39,487 

70.6 

71.6 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,376 

3,056 

6.2 

5.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,998 

2,687 

5.5 

4.9 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,949 

7,119 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,334 

1,280 

19.2 

18.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . . . 

5,615 

5,838 

80.8 

82.0 

No  member  employed . 

486 

481 

7.0 

6.8 

Some  member  employed . 

5,129 

5,357 

73.8 

75.2 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,296 

4,657 

61.8 

65.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,851 

4,208 

55.4 

59.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

833 

700 

12.0 

9.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

708 

609 

10.2 

8.6 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . . 

4,228 

4,420 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

622 

647 

14.7 

14.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,607 

3,774 

85.3 

85.4 

No  member  employed . 

201 

148 

4.8 

3.3 

Some  member  employed . 

3,406 

3,625 

80.6 

82.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

2,978 

3,229 

70.4 

73.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,739 

2,973 

64.8 

67.3 

Some  member  unemployed . 

428 

396 

10.1 

9.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

379 

337 

9.0 

7.6 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

Married-couple  families . 

50,195 

50,691 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,470 

7,585 

14.9 

15.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,724 

43,106 

85.1 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

818 

653 

1.6 

1.3 

Some  member  employed . 

41,906 

42,453 

83.5 

83.7 

Husband  only . 

1 1 ,683 

11,521 

23.3 

22.7 

Wife  only  . 

2,333 

2,275 

4.6 

4.5 

Husband  and  wife  . 

23,223 

24,118 

46.3 

47.6 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

17,812 

1 8,605 

35.5 

36.7 

Other  combinations . 

4,667 

4,539 

9.3 

9.0 

Families  maintained  by  women  . , . 

10,405 

10,637 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,498 

2,522 

24.0 

23.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  tho  labor  force  . 

7,907 

8,115 

76.0 

76.3 

No  member  employed . 

773 

702 

7.4 

6.6 

Some  member  employed . 

7,134 

7,413 

68.6 

69.7 

Householder  employed  . 

5,755 

5,966 

55.3 

56.1 

Householder  only  . 

3,439 

3,547 

33.1 

33.3 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,316 

2,419 

22.3 

22.7 

Other  combinations . 

1,379 

1,447 

13.3 

13.6 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,504 

2,729 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

274 

353 

10.9 

12.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,230 

2,376 

89.1 

87.1 

No  member  employed . 

135 

123 

5.4 

4.5 

Some  member  employed . 

2,095 

2,253 

83.7 

82.6 

Householder  employed  . 

1,799 

1,952 

71.8 

71.5 

Householder  only  . 

928 

1,000 

37.1 

36.6 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

871 

952 

34.8 

34.9 

Other  combinations . 

296 

301 

11.8 

11.0 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families  '  Percent  distribution 

i  


Characteristic 

Ill 

1986 

III  ! 

1987 

ill 

1986 

- T 

III 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment . 

.  6,081 

— 

1 

5,380 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

.  4,354 

3,902 

71.6 

72.5 

With  no  members  employed . 

.  1.727 

1,478 

28.4 

27.5 

Married-couple  families . 

.  4,243 

3,698 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3  425 

3,045 

80.7 

82.3 

With  no  members  employed  . 

.  818 

653 

19.3 

17.7 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

.  1,453 

1,283 

34.2 

34.7 

Wife  employed . 

.  788 

745 

18.6 

20.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

.  77 

80 

1.8 

2.2 

No  one  employed  . 

.  588 

457 

13.9 

12.4 

With  wife  unemployed . 

.  1,279 

1,082 

30.1 

29.3 

Husband  employed . 

.  1,163 

998 

27.4 

27.0 

Other(s)  employed  . 

.  28 

16 

.7 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

.  88 

68 

2.1 

1.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

.  1,511 

1,333 

35.6 

36.0 

Families  maintained  by  women  . . 

.  1,501 

1,366 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

.  728 

664 

48.5 

48.6 

With  no  members  employed  . 

.  773 

! 

702 

51.5 

51.4 

With  householder  unemployed . 

.  644 

619 

42.9 

45.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

.  120 

118 

8.0 

8.6 

No  one  employed  . 

.  524 

501 

34.9 

36.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

.  857 

747 

57.1 

54.7 

Families  maintained  by  men  . . 

. !  337 

316 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

. !  202  ! 

194 

59.9 

61.4 

With  no  members  employed  . 

135 

123 

40.1 

38.9 

With  householder  unemployed . 

.  143 

124 

42.4 

39.2 

Other(s)  employed  . 

. i  48 

41 

14.2 

13.0 

No  one  employed  . 

. ;  95 

83 

28.2 

26.3 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

194 

192 

57.6 

60.8 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1986 

III 

1987 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

otal  families . 

31,517 

17,146 

14,370 

31,690 

17,289 

14,401 

Married-couple  families . 

24,214 

12,621 

11,593 

24,286 

12,596 

11,690 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,184 

12,083 

11,102 

23,339 

12,098 

11,240 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,901 

11,451 

10,450 

22,195 

11,493 

10,702 

Father  employed . 

8,169 

3,581 

4,588 

7,973 

3,386 

4,587 

Mother  employed . 

466 

329 

137 

448 

309 

139 

Both  employed . 

13,266 

7,541 

5,725 

13,774 

7,798 

5,976 

One  unemployed  . 

1,283 

631 

652 

1,144 

605 

538 

Father  unemployed  . 

497 

268 

229 

463 

262 

201 

Mother  unemployed  . 

786 

363 

423 

681 

343 

337 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,029 

539 

491 

948 

498 

450 

Father  unemployed  . 

346 

129 

218 

273 

97 

176 

Mother  unemployed  . 

40 

26 

14 

30 

16 

14 

Both  unemployed  . 

109 

54 

55 

89 

42 

47 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

534 

330 

204 

556 

343 

213 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,347 

3,887 

2,461 

6,373 

4,008 

2,365 

Mother  employed  . 

3,779 

2,667 

1,113 

3,886 

2,820 

1,066 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,568 

1,221 

1,347 

2,487 

1,188 

1,300 

Unemployed . 

557 

294 

263 

531 

284 

247 

Not  in  labor  force . 

2,011 

927 

1,084 

1,956 

904 

1,053 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

956 

639 

317 

1,031 

685 

346 

Father  employed  . 

781 

525 

256 

845 

555 

290 

Father  not  employed  . 

174 

114 

60 

186 

130 

55 

Unemployed  . 

79 

43 

36 

64 

37 

27 

Not  in  labor  force . 

95 

71 

24 

122 

93 

28 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,414 

1,177 

1,238 

2,131 

1,081 

1,049 

) 


Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  In  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1986 

III 

1987 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

146,519 

66.7 

6,742 

6.9 

69.3 

148,036 

66.8 

5,890 

6.0 

70.4 

In  married-couple  families  . 

121,943 

67.2 

4,667 

5.7 

78.0 

122,695 

67.4 

4,040 

4.9 

79.8 

Husbands  . 

50,195 

78.5 

1,453 

3.7 

59.5 

50,691 

78.5 

1,283 

3.2 

64.4 

Wives . 

50,195 

55.0 

1,440 

5.2 

83.8 

50,691 

55.7 

1,204 

4.3 

85.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,553 

69.3 

1,774 

11.9 

88.5 

21,313 

68.9 

1,553 

10.6 

87.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,468 

62.4 

1,704 

14.0 

48.2 

19,857 

62.4 

1,518 

12.2 

48.0 

Householder  . 

10,405 

61.5 

644 

10.1 

18.6 

10,637 

61.9 

619 

9.4 

19.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,063 

63.4 

1,060 

18.5 

66.2 

9,220 

63.0 

899 

15.5 

67.9 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,110 

70.4 

372 

10.3 

57.0 

5,484 

70.0 

332 

8.6 

58.1 

Householder  . 

2,504 

77.5 

143 

7.4 

33.7 

2,729 

76.1 

124 

6.0 

33.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,606 

63.5 

229 

13.8 

71.7 

2,755 

64.0 

208 

11.8 

73.0 

White 

In  families  . 

126,369 

67.0 

4,937 

5.8 

71.4 

127,388 

67.1 

4,294 

5.0 

74.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,311 

67.1 

3,793 

5.2 

77.5 

109,715 

67.3 

3,283 

4.4 

80.2 

Husbands  . 

45,362 

78.5 

1,201 

3.4 

58.1 

45,752 

78.5 

1,077 

3.0 

64.2 

Wives . 

45,344 

54.3 

1,199 

4.9 

83.8 

45,726 

55.0 

1,005 

4.0 

86.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,605 

70.9 

1,393 

10.6 

88.9 

18,237 

70.4 

1,201 

9.4 

89.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,129 

64.2 

889 

10.5 

49.0 

13,470 

64.1 

782 

9.1 

52.9 

Householder  . . . 

7,144 

62.6 

360 

8.1 

23.6 

7,313 

62.1 

303 

6.7 

26.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

5,985 

66.1 

529 

13.4 

66.4 

6,157 

66.5 

479 

11.7 

69.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,929 

72.1 

254 

9.0 

57.9 

4,203 

70.9 

229 

7.7 

58.1 

Householder  . 

1,951 

79.4 

98 

6.3 

33.6 

2,105 

77.2 

83 

5.1 

32.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,978 

64.9 

156 

12.1 

73.4 

2,098 

64.6 

146 

10.7 

72.6 

Black 

In  families  . 

15,805 

64.3 

1,582 

15.6 

63.2 

16,041 

65.3 

1,393 

13.3 

58.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,085 

67.8 

697 

11.3 

81.3 

9,180 

69.2 

615 

9.7 

77.9 

Husbands  . 

3,535 

76.9 

190 

7.0 

67.8 

3,562 

77.6 

162 

5.9 

67.5 

Wives . 

3,418 

62.4 

183 

8.6 

86.3 

3,448 

65.1 

159 

7.1 

79.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,132 

61.2 

324 

24.8 

86.5 

2,170 

61.7 

294 

22.0 

82.5 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,787 

58.6 

780 

23.0 

47.9 

5,852 

58.7 

691 

20.1 

41.7 

Householder  . . 

2,982 

59.0 

268 

15.3 

12.6 

3,056 

61.2 

299 

16.0 

10.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,805 

58.3 

512 

31.3 

66.4 

2,796 

56.0 

392 

25.0 

65.0 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

933 

65.7 

105 

17.1 

55.2 

1,009 

67.8 

86 

12.6 

55.8 

Householder  . 

450 

70.9 

41 

12.9 

(’) 

509 

71.0 

31 

8.5 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

483 

60.9 

64 

21.6 

69.3 

500 

64.6 

55 

17.0 

(’) 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,328 

65.1 

745 

11.1 

65.5 

10,746 

65.2 

592 

8.4 

71.6 

In  married-couple  families  . 

7,935 

66.4 

530 

10.1 

72.1 

8,243 

66.5 

430 

7.8 

76.3 

Husbands  . 

2,963 

85.4 

177 

7.0 

47.2 

3,113 

85.0 

145 

5.5 

55.3 

Wives . 

3,097 

51.5 

146 

9.2 

79.5 

3,241 

51.7 

121 

7.2 

84.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,875 

60.9 

207 

18.1 

88.1 

1,869 

61.5 

164 

14.1 

89.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,876 

56.1 

161 

15.3 

45.3 

1,863 

55.2 

128 

12.5 

56.3 

Householder  . 

1,011 

51.9 

54 

10.4 

(’) 

1,012 

53.0 

48 

8.9 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

865 

61.2 

107 

20.3 

54.1 

851 

57.8 

80 

16.3 

68.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

517 

77.2 

53 

13.3 

O 

640 

77.5 

34 

6.9 

(’) 

Householder  . 

241 

86.2 

24 

11.5 

O 

290 

84.3 

10 

4.1 

O 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

276 

69.2 

29 

15.2 

O 

350  • 

71.7 

24 

9.7 

O 

Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  lor  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

42,047 

43,008 

100.0 

100.0 

$551 

$578 

One  earner . 

18,563 

18,436 

44.1 

42.9 

348 

352 

Two  or  more  earners . 

23,484 

24,572 

55.9 

57.1 

719 

760 

Married-couple  families . 

33,547 

34,077 

100.0 

100.0 

607 

644 

One  earner  . 

12,964 

12,720 

38.6 

37.3 

396 

403 

Husband  . 

9,997 

9,665 

29.8 

28.4 

457 

470 

Wife . 

2,255 

2,217 

6.7 

6.5 

226 

246 

Other  family  member . 

712 

837 

2.1 

2.5 

209 

216 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,583 

21,358 

61.4 

62.7 

748 

790 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,963 

14,704 

41.6 

43.1 

704 

747 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,675 

3,724 

11.0 

10.9 

1011 

1043 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,250 

2,239 

6.7 

6.6 

723 

771 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

522 

572 

1.6 

1.7 

520 

580 

Other  family  members  only  . 

174 

119 

.5 

.3 

537 

550 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,632 

6,987 

100.0 

100.0 

306 

316 

One  earner  . 

4,474 

4,626 

67.5 

66.2 

238 

250 

Householder  . 

3,405 

3,518 

51.3 

50.4 

248 

260 

Other  family  member . 

1,069 

1,108 

16.1 

15.9 

204 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,158 

2,361 

32.5 

33.8 

499 

527 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,869 

1,943 

100.0 

100.0 

498 

495 

One  earner  . 

1,125 

1,090 

60.2 

56.1 

388 

367 

Householder  . . . : . 

880 

891 

47.1 

45.8 

432 

395 

Other  family  member . 

245 

199 

13.1 

10.3 

222 

229 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

743 

853 

39.8 

43.9 

667 

691 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

35,941 

36,674 

100.0 

100.0 

575 

598 

One  earner  . 

15,471 

15,398 

43.0 

42.0 

374 

374 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,471 

21^276 

57.0 

58.0 

738 

773 

Married-couple  families . 

29,834 

30,336 

100.0 

100.0 

618 

653 

One  earner  . 

11,570 

11,421 

38.8 

37.6 

409 

412 

Husband  . 

9,076 

8,777 

30.4 

28.9 

471 

478 

Wife . 

1,887 

1,909 

6.3 

6.3 

230 

243 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,264 

18,915 

61.2 

62.4 

762 

796 

Husband  and  wife  only  . . 

12,352 

13,044 

41.4 

43.0 

715 

751 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,660 

4,892 

100.0 

100.0 

318 

326 

One  earner  . 

3,050 

3,177 

65.4 

65.0 

246 

259 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,611 

1,714 

34.6 

35.0 

504 

541 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,447 

1,446 

100.0 

100.0 

522 

508 

One  earner  . 

851 

800 

58.8 

55.3 

405 

392 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

596 

646 

41.2 

44.7 

713 

704 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,888 

5,083 

100.0 

100.0 

385 

409 

One  earner  . 

2,554 

2,520 

52.2 

49.6 

236 

255 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,334 

2,563 

47.8 

50.4 

593 

634 

Married-couple  families . 

2,736 

2,738 

100.0 

100.0 

490 

540 

One  earner  . 

1,005 

933 

36.7 

34.1 

253 

295 

Husband  . 

610 

607 

22.3 

22.2 

302 

333 

Wife . 

299 

248 

10.9 

9.1 

204 

249 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,732 

1,805 

63.3 

65.9 

623 

702 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,211 

1,252 

44.2 

45.7 

607 

691 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,795 

1,925 

100.0 

100.0 

268 

293 

One  earner  . 

1,311 

1,337 

73.0 

69.5 

216 

229 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

484 

587 

27.0 

30.5 

473 

499 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

357 

421 

100.0 

100.0 

388 

385 

One  earner  . 

238 

250 

66.7 

59  4 

343 

266 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

119 

171 

33.3 

40.6 

507 

559 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  t.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

2,970 

3,228 

100.0 

100.0 

$431 

$417 

One  earner . 

1,358 

1,537 

45.7 

47.6 

261 

266 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,612 

1,691 

54.3 

52.4 

604 

598 

Married-couple  families . 

2,253 

2,422 

100.0 

100.0 

486 

468 

One  earner  . 

909 

1,041 

40.4 

43.0 

284 

285 

Husband  . 

740 

835 

32.8 

34.5 

301 

303 

Wife . 

130 

148 

5.8 

6.1 

228 

235 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,344 

1,382 

59.6 

57.0 

620 

616 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

830 

874 

36.8 

36.1 

591 

593 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

532 

573 

100.0 

100.0 

277 

275 

One  earner  . 

363 

397 

68.3 

69.2 

215 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

169 

177 

31.7 

30.8 

430 

468 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

185 

232 

100.0 

100.0 

353 

443 

One  earner  . 

86 

99 

46.2 

42.7 

<*> 

ft 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

100 

133 

53.8 

57.3 

594 

537 

’  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

employed.  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not  presented 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000.  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

III 

1986 

III 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners’  . 

3,883 

3,535 

$385 

$384 

Married-couple  families . 

3,007 

2,760 

100.0 

100.0 

410 

407 

Husband  unemployed  . 

833 

874 

27.7 

31.7 

243 

264 

Wife  only  earner . 

666 

684 

22.2 

24.8 

225 

247 

Wife  and  other  eamer(s) . 

112 

107 

3.7 

3.9 

460 

550 

Other  earners  only . 

54 

83 

1.8 

3.0 

ft 

0 

Wife  unemployed . 

1,099 

941 

36.5 

34.1 

390 

434 

Husband  only  earner . 

902 

766 

30.0 

27.7 

360 

398 

Husband  and  other  eamer(s) . 

163 

158 

5.4 

5.7 

662 

679 

Other  earners  only . 

33 

17 

1.1 

.6 

ft 

ft 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,075 

945 

35.8 

34.2 

626 

627 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

446 

409 

14.8 

14.8 

489 

469 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

588 

471 

19.6 

17.1 

•  775 

797 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

41 

65 

1.4 

2.3 

ft 

ft 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

69V 

595 

100.0 

100.0 

271 

265 

Householder  unemployed . 

123 

112 

17.8 

18.9 

167 

206 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

569 

482 

82.2 

81.1 

299 

279 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

185 

180 

100.0 

100.0 

424 

388 

Householder  unemployed . 

45 

37 

24.4 

20.3 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

140 

143 

75.6 

79.7 

477 

429 

Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 


provide  your  current  mailing  address. 
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Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


United  States 
Department 
of  Labor 

Washington,  D.C.  20212 


Technical  information:  (202)  523-1371  USDL  87-317 

523-1944 

Media  contact:  523-1913  FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 

MONDAY,  JULY  27,  1987 


EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

SECOND  QUARTER  1987 

The  number  of  families  with  employed  members  rose  by  nearly  1.1 
million  over  the  year  ended  in  the  second  quarter  of  1987,  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reported  today.  Family 
earnings  also  grew  rapidly,  with  the  median  reaching  $572  a  week  in  the 
second  quarter,  6.5  percent  more  than  a  year  earlier.  Other  second-quarter 
highlights  follow. 

— Of  the  nation's  64  million  families,  81  percent  (51.9  million)  contained 
at  least  one  employed  member.  In  48  million,  someone  worked  full  time. 
(See  tables  A  and  1.) 

— Although  married-couple  families  comprised  most  of  the  over-the-year  gain 
in  the  number  with  employed  members,  families  maintained  by  men  or  women 
with  no  spouses — which  together  comprise  about  a  fifth  of  all 

families — accounted  for  two-fifths  of  the  increase.  (See  table  2.) 

— Unemployed  persons  were  found  in  about  5.8  million  families,  540,000 
fewer  than  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier.  There  was  at  least  one 
employed  person  in  71  percent  of  these  families-.  (See  tables  A  and  3.) 

—Of  the  31.9  million  families  with  children  under  the  age  of  18,  the 
mother  was  employed  outside  the  home  in  three-fifths  of  them.  This 
represented  an  increase  of  about  a  million  employed  mothers  over  the 
year.  Nearly  half  this  increase  occurred  among  mothers  with  pre-school 
children.  (See  tables  A  and  4.) 

— Median  weekly  earnings  of  families  with  two  or  more  wage  and  salary 
workers  ($741)  continued  to  be  about  double  those  of  families  with  only 
one  earner  ($353).  (See  table  6.) 


-  2  - 

Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Number  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

■  H 

1986 

II 

1987 

Change 

Total  families . 

62,917 

64,001 

1,084 

With  employed  member(  s) . 

50,794 

51,876 

1,082 

Percent  of  total  families . 

80.7 

81.1 

.4 

With  member( s)  employed  full  time . 

46,778 

47,971 

1,193 

Percent  of  total  families . 

74.3 

75.0 

.7 

With  unemployed  raember(s) . 

6,310 

5,770 

-540 

Percent  with  employed  member( s) . 

71.2 

71.3 

.1 

Percent  of  total  families . 

10.0 

9.0 

-1.0 

With  unemployed  member(  s) ,  non  employed . 

1 ,817 

1,657 

-160 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.9 

2.6 

-.3 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . 

10,306 

10,469 

163 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

61.0 

60.5 

-.5 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.4 

16.4 

0 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

31,463 

31,890 

427 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . . 

87.8 

88.3 

.5 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

56.8 

59.2 

2.4 

Percent  of  total  families . 

50.0 

49.8 

-.2 

With  children  under  6  years  old . 

14,360 

14,555 

195 

Percent  with  employed  parent( s) . 

86.6 

87.2 

.6 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

49.3 

51.9 

2.6 

percent  of  total  families . 

22.8 
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22.7 
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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

.  Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

62,917 

64,001 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,306 

10,469 

16.4 

16.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,611 

53,533 

83.6 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

1,817 

1,657 

2.9 

2.6 

Some  member  employed . 

50,794 

51,876 

80.7 

81.1 

No  one  unemployed  . 

46,301 

47,763 

73.6 

74.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

42,820 

44,376 

68.1 

69.3 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,493 

4,113 

7.1 

6.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,958 

3,595 

6.3 

5.6 

White 

Total  families . . . 

54,378 

55,167 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,791 

8,905 

16.2 

16.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,587 

46,261 

83.8 

83.9 

No  member  employed . 

1,251 

1,110 

2.3 

2.0 

Some  member  employed . 

44,336 

45,152 

81.5 

81.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

40,821 

41,936 

75.1 

76.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

37,863 

39,053 

69.6 

70.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,515 

3,216 

6.5 

5.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,105 

2,822 

5.7 

5.1 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,857 

7,076 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,301 

1,361 

19.0 

19.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,557 

5,716 

81.0 

80.8 

No  member  employed . 

509 

489 

7.4 

6.9 

Some  member  employed . 

5,048 

5.227 

73.6 

73.9 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,216 

4,461 

61.5 

63.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,780 

4,046 

55.1 

57.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

832 

766 

12.1 

10.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

728 

657 

10.6 

9.3 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,227 

4,392 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

654 

649 

15.5 

14.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

3,573 

3,743 

84.5 

85.2 

No  member  employed . 

213 

182 

5.0 

4.1 

Some  member  employed . 

3,360 

3,561 

79.5 

81.1 

No  one  unemployed  . 

2,958 

3,157 

70.0 

71.9  ' 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,685 

2,921 

63.5 

66.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

402 

404 

9.5 

9.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

349 

356 

8.3 

8.1 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races’’  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


'  Number  of  families  Percent  distribution 

Characteristic  „  ,,  .. 


1986  1987  1986  1987 


Married-couple  families . 

50,068 

50,652 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,514 

7,564 

15.0 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,553 

43,088 

85.0 

85.1 

No  member  employed . 

884 

780 

1.8 

1.5 

Some  member  employed . 

41,669 

42,309 

83.2 

83.5 

Husband  only . 

11,963 

11,416 

23.9 

22.5 

Wife  only  . 

2,480 

2,404 

5.0 

4.7 

Husband  and  wife . 

22,908 

24,196 

45.8 

47.8 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

17,814 

18,951 

35.6 

37.4 

Other  combinations . 

4,318 

4,293 

8.6 

8.5 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,332 

10,561 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,477 

2,545 

24.0 

24.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,855 

8,016 

76.0 

75.9 

No  member  employed . 

782 

752 

7.6 

7.1 

Some  member  employed . 

7,072 

7,265 

68.4 

68.8 

Householder  employed  . 

5,744 

5,946 

55.6 

56.3 

Householder  only  . 

3,581 

3,758 

34.7 

35.6 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,163 

2,188 

20.9 

20.7 

Other  combinations . 

1,328 

1,319 

12.9 

12.5 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,517 

2,788 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

315 

359 

12.5 

12.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,203 

2,428 

87.5 

87.1 

No  member  employed . 

150 

125 

6.0 

4.5 

Some  member  employed . 

2,053 

2,303 

81.6 

82.6 

Householder  employed  . 

1,750 

1,981 

69.5 

71.1 

Householder  only  . 

975 

1,044 

38.7 

37.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

775 

937 

30.8 

33.6 

Other  combinations . 

303 

322 

12.0 

11.5 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1986 

11 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment . 

6,310 

5,770 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,493 

4,113 

71.2 

71.3 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,817 

1,657 

28.8 

28.7 

Married-couple  families . 

4,397 

3,984 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,513 

3,204 

79.9 

80.4 

With  no  members  employed  . 

884 

780 

20.1 

19.6 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,603 

1,501 

36.5 

37.7 

Wife  employed . 

855 

839 

19.4 

21.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

82 

93 

1.9 

2.3 

No  one  employed  . 

666 

570 

15.1 

14.3 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,147 

948 

26.1 

23.8 

Husband  employed  . 

1,039 

864 

23.6 

21.7 

Other(s)  employed  . 

24 

12 

.5 

.3 

No  one  employed  . 

84 

72 

1.9 

1.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

1,647 

1,535 

37.5 

38.5 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,536 

1,437 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

753 

686 

49.0 

47.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

782 

752 

50.9 

52.3 

With  householder  unemployed . 

616 

611 

40.1 

42.5 

Other(s)  employed  . 

103 

88 

6.7 

6.1 

No  one  employed  . 

513 

523 

33.4 

36.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

920 

826 

59.9 

57.5 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

378 

349 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

227 

223 

60.1 

63.9 

With  no  members  employed  . 

150 

125 

39.7 

35.8 

With  householder  unemployed . 

164 

144 

43.4 

41.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

50 

52 

13.2 

14.9 

No  one  employed  . 

114 

92 

30.2 

26.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

214 

205 

56.6 

58.7 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


■ 


Characteristic 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,463 

17,102 

14,360 

31,890 

17,335 

14,555 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,170 

12,569 

11,601 

24,359 

12,575 

11,784 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,012 

11,970 

11,041 

23,364 

12,056 

11,308 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,839 

11,392 

10,448 

22,292 

11,508 

10,784 

Father  employed . 

8,275 

3,542 

4,734 

7,841 

3,281 

4,560 

Mother  employed . 

468 

316 

152 

485 

326 

159 

Both  employed . 

13,096 

7,534 

5,562 

13,966 

7,901 

6,065 

One  unemployed . 

1,173 

579 

593 

1,072 

549 

524 

Father  unemployed  . 

510 

272 

238 

511 

281 

230 

Mother  unemployed  . 

663 

307 

355 

561 

268 

294 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,159 

598 

560 

995 

519 

476 

Father  unemployed  . 

413 

151 

262 

345 

122 

223 

Mother  unemployed  . 

46 

29 

17 

35 

19 

16 

Both  unemployed  . 

104 

48 

55 

83 

40 

43 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

596 

370 

226 

532 

338 

194 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,287 

3,865 

2,421 

6,454 

4,031 

2,423 

Mother  employed  . 

3,800 

2,675 

1,126 

3,922 

2,821 

1,102 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,487 

1,191 

1,296 

2,531 

1,210 

1,321 

Unemployed  . 

524 

287 

237 

526 

261 

265 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,963 

904 

1,059 

2,005 

949 

1,056 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,006 

668 

338 

1,078 

729 

349 

Father  employed  . 

811 

544 

267 

886 

601 

285 

Father  not  employed  . 

195 

123 

72 

192 

127 

64 

Unemployed  . 

80 

44 

36 

82 

45 

37 

Not  in  labor  force . 

115 

79 

36 

110 

82 

27 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,340 

1,138 

1,200 

2,143 

1,036 

1,108 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


'  ■ 

Characteristic 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

146,198 

65.8 

6,963 

7.2 

68.7 

148,117 

66.2 

6,259 

6.4 

68.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

121,627 

66.4 

4,809 

6.0 

77.3 

122,860 

66.9 

4,300 

5.2 

77.7 

Husbands  . 

50,068 

78.4 

1,603 

4.1 

58.4 

50,652 

78.6 

1,501 

3.8 

62.1 

Wives . 

50,068 

54.5 

1,298 

4.8 

83.0 

50,652 

55.9 

1,079 

3.8 

82.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,491 

65.9 

1,908 

13.5 

89.4 

21,556 

65.3 

1,720 

12.2 

88.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,473 

61.7 

1,742 

14.5 

47.4 

19,688 

60.8 

1,592 

13.3 

46.5 

Householder  . 

10,332 

61.6 

616 

9.7 

16.7 

10,561 

62.1 

611 

9.3 

14.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,141 

61.8 

1,126 

‘  19.9 

64.1 

9,127 

59.4 

981 

18.1 

66.4 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,099 

68.3 

413 

11.9 

57.9 

5,569 

69.3 

367 

9.5 

61.3 

Householder  . 

2,517 

76.0 

164 

8.6 

30.5 

2,788 

76.2 

144 

6.8 

35.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,582 

60.7 

240 

15.9 

75.8 

2,781 

62.4 

223 

12.8 

78.3 

White 

In  families  . 

126,076 

66.1 

5,120 

6.1 

71.1 

127,591 

66.6 

4,595 

5.4 

71.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

108,868 

66.3 

3,912 

5.4 

77.4 

110,111 

66.9 

3,527 

4.8 

77.9 

Husbands  . 

45,218 

78.4 

1,307 

3.7 

57.6 

45,799 

78.6 

1,260 

3.5 

61.5 

Wives . 

45,216 

53.6 

1,078 

4.4 

83.6 

45,779 

55.2 

894 

3.5 

83.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,434 

67.5 

1,527 

12.3 

89.9 

18,533 

67.1 

1,373 

11.0 

89.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,254 

63.5 

927 

11.0 

48.3 

13,224 

62.8 

817 

9.8 

48.2 

Householder  . 

7,162 

62.8 

338 

7.5 

21.7 

7,216 

63.0 

318 

7.0 

15.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,092 

64.4 

589 

15.0 

63.7 

6,008 

62.5 

499 

13.3 

68.9 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,954 

69.0 

281 

10.3 

58.7 

4,256 

70.0 

251 

8.4 

61.4 

Householder  . 

1,990 

76.8 

120 

7.8 

29.8 

2,154 

77.0 

97 

5.8 

38.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,964 

61.2 

161 

13.4 

80.2 

2,102 

62.8 

154 

11.7 

75.8 

Black 

• 

In  families  . 

15,751 

64.3 

1,608 

15.9 

60.8 

16,004 

63.5 

1,459 

14.3 

60.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,137 

68.2 

720 

11.6 

77.6 

9,026 

68.0 

626 

10.2 

78.0 

Husbands  . 

3,521 

77.6 

225 

8.2 

62.5 

3,499 

77.7 

180 

6.6 

67.0 

Wives . 

3,416 

64.0 

173 

7.9 

79.7 

3,404 

64.5 

150 

6.8 

80.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,200 

59.4 

322 

24.6 

87.3 

2,123 

57.6 

296 

24.2 

83.5 

In  families  maintained  by  women  . 

5,716 

57.6 

776 

23.6 

46.3 

5,904 

56.2 

735 

22.1 

44.4 

Householder  . 

2,925 

58.8 

266 

15.5 

10.0 

3,065 

59.9 

278 

15.1 

12.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,791 

56.3 

510 

32.5 

65.1 

2,839 

52.3 

457 

30.8 

63.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

898 

67.1 

113 

18.7 

52.2 

1,074 

66.4 

98 

13.7 

62.2 

Householder  . 

431 

73.3 

40 

12.7 

(’) 

526 

72.1 

41 

10.7 

O 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

467 

61.3 

73 

25.3 

66.6 

548 

60.9 

57 

17.2 

0 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . 

10,289 

63.3 

692 

10.6 

63.0 

10,636 

64.4 

632 

9.2 

66.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

7,856 

65.0 

477 

9.3 

71.3 

8,145 

66.7 

434 

8.0 

74.2 

Husbands  . 

2,965 

85.1 

172 

6.8 

45.3 

3,083 

85.0 

166 

6.4 

53.8 

Wives . 

3,086 

49.0 

109 

7.2 

87.5 

3,178 

53.1 

112 

6.6 

82.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,805 

59.3 

196 

18.3 

85.4 

1,884 

59.5 

156 

13.9 

90.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,809 

52.7 

153 

16.1 

33.3 

1,902 

52.3 

148 

14.9 

42.6 

Householder  . 

959 

48.1 

65 

14.2 

20.8 

1,025 

50.6 

61 

11.8 

15.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

850 

57.9 

88 

17.9 

42.2 

877 

54.1 

87 

18.3 

62.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

624 

73.1 

61 

13.4 

73.8 

589 

72.7 

50 

11.7 

(’) 

Householder  . 

276 

80.8 

27 

12.3 

0 

275 

81.7 

22 

9.8 

(') 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

348 

67.0 

34 

14.8 

(’) 

314 

64.6 

28 

13.7 

(’) 

Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  population  groups, 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

41,917 

42,634 

100.0 

100.0 

$537 

$572 

One  earner . 

18,935 

18,579 

45.2 

43.6 

341 

353 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,982 

24,055 

54.8 

56.4 

715 

741 

Married-couple  families . 

33,381 

33,742 

100.0 

100.0 

603 

639 

One  earner  . 

13,081 

12,574 

39.2 

37.3 

393 

405 

Husband  . 

10,044 

9,649 

30.1 

28.6 

455 

476 

Wife . 

2,355 

2,250 

7.1 

6.7 

226 

223 

Other  family  member . 

682 

675 

2.0 

2.0 

206 

216 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,300 

21,167 

60.8 

62.7 

740 

767 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,088 

14,826 

42.2 

43.9 

712 

728 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,335 

3,625 

10.0 

10.7 

942 

995 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,161 

1,987 

6.5 

5.9 

721 

752 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

508 

556 

1.5 

1.6 

492 

531 

Other  family  members  only  . 

207 

173 

.6 

.5 

449 

433 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,715 

6,832 

100.0 

100.0 

305 

313 

One  earner  . 

4,640 

4,744 

69.1 

69.4 

241 

256 

Householder  . 

3,623 

3,753 

53.9 

54.9 

251 

267 

Other  family  member . 

1,017 

991 

15.1 

14.5 

200 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,076 

2,089 

30.9 

30.6 

501 

511 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,820 

2,060 

100.0 

100.0 

408 

467 

One  earner  . 

1,214 

1,261 

66.7 

61.2 

334 

346 

Householder  . 

959 

1,013 

52.7 

49.2 

368 

383 

Other  family  member . 

255 

248 

14.0 

12.0 

211 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

607 

799 

33.3 

38.8 

646 

655 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

35,988 

36,486 

100.0 

100.0 

558 

593 

One  earner . 

15,990 

15,599 

44.4 

42.8 

364 

378  • 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,998 

20,887 

55.6 

57.2 

723 

754 

Married-couple  families . 

29,646 

30,082 

100.0 

100.0 

609 

648 

One  earner  . 

11,780 

11,357 

39.7 

37.8 

403 

415 

Husband  . 

9,197 

8,836 

31.0 

29.4 

466 

484 

Wife . 

1,990 

1,930 

6.7 

6.4 

229 

227 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

17,866 

18,725 

60.3 

62.2 

747 

775 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,369 

13,114 

41.7 

43.6 

717 

736 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,895 

4,836 

100.0 

100.0 

320 

326 

One  earner  . 

3,259 

3,276 

66.6 

67.7 

254 

271 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,635 

1,560 

33.4 

32.3 

503 

516 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,447 

1,568 

100.0 

100.0 

438 

474 

One  earner  . 

950 

966 

65.7 

61.6 

360 

363 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

497 

603 

34.3 

38.4 

661 

681 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,727 

4,922 

100.0 

100.0 

399 

411 

One  earner . 

2,383 

2,500 

50.4 

50.8 

243 

251 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,344 

2,423 

49.6 

49.2 

636 

626 

Married-couple  families . 

2,782 

2,719 

100.0 

100.0 

523 

536 

One  earner  . 

919 

906 

33.0 

33.3 

286 

295 

Husband  . 

576 

596 

20.7 

21.9 

329 

338 

Wife . . 

283 

251 

10.2 

9.2 

222 

191 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,863 

1,813 

67.0 

66.7 

673 

673 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,318 

1,280 

47.4 

47.1 

653 

637 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,660 

1,802 

100.0 

100.0 

260 

273 

One  earner  . 

1,262 

1,352 

76.0 

75.0 

213 

218 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

398 

450 

24.0 

25.0 

486 

477 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

285 

401 

100.0 

100.0 

310 

428 

One  earner  . 

202 

242 

70.9 

60.3 

271 

269 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

83 

159 

29.1 

39.7 

(2) 

575 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

3,013 

3,192 

100.0 

100.0 

$409 

$425 

One  earner . 

1,545 

1,484 

51.3 

46.5 

268 

282 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,468 

1,708 

48.7 

53.5 

594 

580 

Married-couple  families . 

2,270 

2,424 

100.0 

100.0 

450 

473 

One  earner  . 

1,067 

983 

47.0 

40.6 

294 

295 

Husband  . 

894 

806 

39.4 

33.3 

314 

311 

Wife . 

112 

106 

4.9 

4.4 

191 

206 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,204 

1,440 

53.0 

59.4 

611 

605 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

813 

973 

35.8 

40.1 

597 

579 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

525 

568 

100.0 

100.0 

264 

295 

One  earner  . 

366 

391 

69.8 

68.9 

209 

249 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

158 

177 

30.2 

31.1 

502 

462 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

218 

201 

100.0 

100.0 

376 

391 

One  earner . 

112 

109 

51.6 

54.5 

241 

304 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

105 

91 

48.4 

45.5 

535 

<*> 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

employed.  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not  presented 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000.  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

II 

1986 

II 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,944 

3,498 

_ 

$384 

$395 

Married-couple  families . 

3,062 

2,663 

100.0 

100.0 

409 

436 

Husband  unemployed  . 

954 

861 

31.1 

32.3 

240 

258 

Wife  only  earner . 

730 

648 

23.8 

24.3 

222 

232 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

135 

145 

4.4 

5.5 

388 

505 

Other  earners  only . 

89 

68 

2.9 

2.5 

0 

<*> 

Wife  unemployed . 

970 

771 

31.7 

28.9 

402 

419 

Husband  only  earner . 

817 

640 

26.7 

24.1 

383 

389 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

127 

117 

4.1 

4.4 

617 

692 

Other  earners  only . 

27 

14 

.9 

.5 

<*) 

<*> 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,138 

1,032 

37.2 

38.7 

652 

684 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

486 

415 

15.9 

15.6 

499 

518 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

619 

590 

20.2 

22.2 

746 

813 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

33 

27 

1.1 

1.0 

0 

(?) 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

678 

623 

100.0 

100.0 

285 

279 

Householder  unemployed . . 

72 

78 

10.6 

12.5 

0 

0 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

606 

545 

89.4 

87.5 

301 

286 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

205 

212 

100.0 

100.0 

367 

357 

Householder  unemployed . 

53 

55 

25.7 

26.1 

0 

(*> 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

152 

157 

74.3 

73.9 

409 

475 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

FIRST  QUARTER  1987 

The  labor  market  situation  among  families  continued  to  improve  over 
the  year,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
reported  today.  In  the  first  quarter  of  1987,  there  were  about  6.2  million 
families  with  an  unemployed  member,  250,000  fewer  than  a  year  earlier. 
Median  usual  family  earnings  reached  $557  a  week  in  the  first  quarter,  up 
nearly  5  percent  from  a  year  earlier.  Other  first  quarter  1987  highlights 
follow. 

— The  decline  in  unemployment  was  led  by  married-couple  families  as  the 
number  where  the  wife  was  jobless  moved  down  by  about  150,000.  Of  all 
families  with  unemployed  members,  married-couple  families  were  also  the 
most  likely  to  have  some  members  who  were  working — nearly  80  percent.  In 
contrast,  among  families  hit  by  unemployment  that  were  maintained  by 
women,  the  probability  of  having  employed  members  was  less  than  50 
percent.  (See  table  3.) 

— The  number  of  families  with  employed  members  grew  rapidly  over  the  year, 
rising  by  740,000  to  a  total  of  51.3  million  in  the  first  quarter.  The 
number  of  married-couple  families  in  which  both  spouses  were  employed 
increased  by  almost  a  million  to  23.6  million  and  now  account  for  47 
percent  of  all  couples.  Partly  as  a  result,  the  number  (and  proportion) 
where  only  the  husband  was  employed  dropped.  (See  tables  A  and  2.) 

— Among  families  with  pre-school  children,  the  number  in  which  the  mother 
was  employed  rose  by  nearly  300,000  over  the  year,  reaching  7.3  million 
in  the  first  quarter  of  1987.  This  occurred  despite  the  fact  that  the 
total  number  of  families  with  young  children  was  about  unchanged.  (See 
table  4.) 

— For  families  with  both  unemployed  and  working  members,  median  weekly 
earnings  rose  13  percent  over  the  year  to  $375  in  the  first  quarter. 
Earnings  levels  in  such  families  varied  greatly,  depending  on  which 
member  was  unemployed  and  which  was  a  wage  and  salary  worker.  For 
instance,  median  earnings  were  $211  a  week  for  couples  where  the  husband 
was  jobless  and  the  wife  was  the  only  worker,  compared  to  $745  where  both 
spouses  were  working  and  the  unemployed  person  was  another  family 
member — usually  a  young  son  or  daughter.  (See  table  7.) 
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Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

I 

1986 

I 

1987 

Change 

Total  families . . 

62,944 

63,778 

834 

With  employed  member(s) . 

50,518 

51,259 

741 

Percent  of  total  families . 

80.3 

80.4 

.1 

With  member(s)  employed  full  time . 

46,478 

47,130 

652 

Percent  of  total  families . 

73.8 

73.9 

.1 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

6,482 

6,230 

-252 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . 

68.5 

69.1 

.6 

Percent  of  total  families . 

10.3 

9.8 

-.5 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

2,041 

1,926 

-115 

Percent  of  total  families . 

3.2 

3.0 

-.2 

With  no  members  in  labor  force . . 

10,385 

10,593 

208 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old.... 

60.8 

61.2 

.4 

Percent  of  total  families . 

16.5 

16.6 

.1 

With  children  under  18  years  old . 

31,498 

31,647 

149 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s).. . 

87.3 

87.7 

.4 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

56.6 

58.3 

1.7 

Percent  of  total  families . 

50.0 

49.6 

-.4 

With  children  under  6  years  old.. . 

14,427 

14,401 

-26 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . . 

85.9 

86.5 

.6 

Percent  with  employed  mother . 

48.9 

50.9 

2.0 

Percent  of  total  families . 

22.9 

22.6 

-.3 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder .  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children .  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed.  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed.  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awainting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed . 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  in 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

62,944 

63,778 

100.0 

100  0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,385 

10,593 

16.5 

16.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,559 

53,184 

83.5 

83.4 

No  member  employed . 

2,041 

1,926 

3.2 

3.0 

Some  member  employed . 

50.518 

51,259 

80.3 

80.4 

No  one  unemployed  . 

46,077 

46,955 

73.2 

73.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

42,676 

43,476 

67.8 

68.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,441 

4,304 

7.1 

6.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,802 

3,654 

6.0 

5.7 

White 

Total  families . 

54,456 

55,043 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,809 

8,924 

16.2 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,647 

46,119 

83.8 

83.8 

No  member  employed . 

1,480 

1,369 

2.7 

2.5 

Some  member  employed . 

44,168 

44,750 

81.1 

81.3 

No  one  unemployed  . 

40,603 

41,303 

74.6 

75.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

37,731 

38,386 

69.3 

69.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,565 

3,447 

6.5 

6.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,043 

2,934 

5.6 

5.3 

Black 

Total  families . 

. i 

6,849 

7,028 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,388 

1,451 

20.3 

20.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,461 

5,577 

79.7 

79.4 

No  member  employed . 

497 

513 

7.3 

7.3 

Some  member  employed . 

4,964 

5,063 

72.5 

72.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,213 

4,346 

61.5 

61.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,768 

3,879 

55.0 

552 

Some  member  unemployed . 

751 

717 

11.0 

10.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

647 

598 

9.4 

8.5 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

4,195 

4,369 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

. 

627 

604 

14.9 

13  8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

. i 

3,569 

3,764 

85.1 

86.2 

No  member  employed . 

233 

219 

5.6 

5.0 

Some  member  employed . 

3,336 

3,546 

79.5 

81.2 

No  one  unemployed  . 

. 

2,927 

3,115 

69.8 

71.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,705 

2,837 

64.5 

64.9 

Some  member  unemployed . 

409 

431 

9.7 

9.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

337 

368 

8.0 

8.4 

NOTE  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 


Characteristic 


1986 

1987 

1986 

1987 

Married-couple  families . 

50,054 

50,542 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . 

7,547 

7,711 

15.1 

15.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,507 

42,830 

84.9 

84.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,064 

986 

2.1 

2.0 

Some  member  employed . 

41,443 

41,844 

82.8 

82.8 

Husband  only . 

12,108 

11,649 

24.2 

23.0 

Wife  only  . 

2,572 

2,570 

5.1 

5.1 

Husband  and  wife . 

22,587 

23,559 

45.1 

46.6 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,025 

18,801 

36.0 

37.2 

Other  combinations . 

4,176 

4,066 

8.3 

8.0 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,270 

10,553 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,525 

2,589 

24.6 

24.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,745 

7,963 

75.4 

75.5 

No  member  employed . 

806 

778 

7.8 

7.4 

Some  member  employed . 

6,939 

7,185 

67.6 

68.1 

Householder  employed  . 

5,657 

5,883 

55.1 

55.7 

Householder  only  . 

3,592 

3,798 

35.0 

36.0 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,065 

2,085 

20.1 

19.8 

Other  combinations . 

1,282 

1,302 

12.5 

12.3 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,620 

2,683 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

313 

292 

11.9 

10.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,307 

2,391 

88.1 

89.1 

No  member  employed . 

171 

162 

6.5 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

2,136 

2,229 

81.5 

83.1 

Householder  employed  . 

1,829 

1,900 

69.8 

70.8 

Householder  only  . 

1,020 

1,051 

38.9 

39.2 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

809 

849 

30.9 

31.6 

Other  combinations . 

307 

329 

11.7 

12.3 

Percent  distribution 


T 


Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

Families  with  unemployment . 

6,482 

6,230 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,441 

4,304 

68.5 

69.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

2,041 

1,926 

31.5 

30.9 

Married-couple  families . 

4,578 

4,399 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,514 

3,413 

76.8 

77.6 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,064 

986 

23.2 

22.4 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,936 

1,842 

42.3 

41.9 

Wife  employed . 

1,013 

987 

22.1 

22.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

110 

113 

2.4 

2.6 

No  one  employed  . 

813 

742 

17.8 

16.9 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,248 

1,099 

27.3 

25.0 

Husband  employed . 

1,120 

996 

24.5 

22  6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

24 

18 

.5 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

104 

85 

2.3 

1.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,394 

1,458 

30.4 

33.1 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,525 

1,457 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

719 

679 

47.1 

46.6 

With  no  members  employed  . 

806 

778 

52.9 

53.4 

With  householder  unemployed . 

648 

644 

42.5 

44.2 

Other(s)  employed  . 

99 

95 

6.5 

6.5 

No  one  employed  . 

549 

549 

36.0 

37.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

877 

813 

57.5 

55.8 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

378 

374 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

207 

212 

54.8 

56.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

171 

162 

45.2 

43.3 

With  householder  unemployed . 

186 

180 

49.2 

48.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

47 

65 

12.4 

17.4 

No  one  employed  . 

139 

115 

36.8 

30.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

192 

194 

50.8 

51.9 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


I 


Characteristic 

1986 

1987 

Total 

r 

With  children' 

6  to  17 
years  old. 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,498 

17,071 

14,427 

31,647 

17,246 

14,401 

Married-couple  families . 

24,198 

12,560 

11,639 

24,145 

12,554 

11,592 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,901 

11,902 

10,999 

23,006 

11,972 

1 1 .034 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,582 

11,235 

10,347 

21,763 

11,294 

10,469 

Father  employed . 

8,117 

3,432 

4,685 

7,768 

3,239 

4,529 

Mother  employed . - . 

455 

315 

140 

479 

311 

168 

Both  employed . 

13,010 

7,488 

5,522 

13,516 

7,744 

5,772 

One  unemployed . 

1,318 

666 

652 

1,243 

678 

565 

Father  unemployed  . 

614 

335 

279 

577 

333 

244 

Mother  unemployed  . 

704 

331 

373 

666 

345 

321 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,298 

657 

640 

1,139 

581 

558 

Father  unemployed . 

503 

171 

332 

422 

151 

271 

Mother  unemployed  . 

49 

31 

17 

44 

31 

13 

Both  unemployed  . 

141 

67 

74 

129 

63 

66 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

605 

388 

217 

544 

336 

208 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,262 

3,823 

2,438 

6,458 

3,988 

2,470 

Mother  employed  . 

3,745 

2,635 

1,110 

3.891 

2,741 

1,151 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,516 

1,188 

1,328 

2,567 

1,247 

1,320 

Unemployed  . 

540 

282 

258 

543 

280 

263 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,976 

906 

1,070 

2,024 

967 

.1 ,057 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,038 

688 

351 

1,043 

704 

339 

Father  employed  . 

843 

559 

285 

862 

589 

272 

Father  not  employed  . 

195 

129 

66 

181 

115 

67 

Unemployed  . 

100 

53 

46 

89 

49 

41 

Not  in  labor  force . 

95 

76 

20 

92 

66 

26 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

2,651 

1,270 

1,379 

2,470 

1,252 

1,219 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . : . 

145,969 

64.8 

7,234 

7.6 

66.2 

147,595 

65.3 

6,942 

7.2 

67.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

121,273 

65.4 

5,078 

6.4 

74.0 

122,525 

65.9 

4,892 

6.1 

75.2 

Husbands  . 

50,054 

78.3 

1,936 

4.9 

58.0 

50,542 

78.3 

1,842 

4.7 

59.7 

Wives . 

50,054 

54.4 

1,439 

5.3 

80.8 

50,542 

55.5 

1,292 

4.6 

80.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,165 

60.9 

1,703 

13.2 

86.4 

21,441 

61.1 

1,758 

13.4 

87.5 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,408 

60.2 

1,736 

14.9 

46.7 

19,741 

60.2 

1,652 

13.9 

46.2 

Householder  . 

10,270 

61.4 

648 

10.3 

15.2 

10,553 

61.8 

644 

9.9 

14.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,138 

58.9 

1,088 

20.2 

65.5 

9,188 

58.4 

1,008 

18.8 

66.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

5,288 

67.9 

419 

11.7 

52.0 

5,331 

70.2 

398 

10.6 

54.5 

Householder  . 

2,620 

76.9 

186 

9.2 

24.9 

2,683 

77.5 

180 

8.7 

36.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,668 

59.1 

233 

14.8 

73.6 

2,648 

62.7 

218 

13.1 

69.5 

White 

In  families . 

125,964 

65.2 

5,514 

6.7 

68.4 

127,216 

65.7 

5,275 

6.3 

69.4 

In  married-couple  families  . 

108,651 

65.4 

4,256 

6.0 

73.8 

109,606 

65.8 

4,097 

5.7 

74.5 

Husbands . rr. . 

45,279 

78.4 

1,657 

4.7 

57.2 

45,656 

78.3 

1,588 

4.4 

58.6 

Wives . 

45,235 

53.6 

1,229 

5.1 

81.4 

45,639 

54.6 

1,075 

4.3 

80.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,137 

62.4 

1,370 

12.1 

87.2 

18,311 

62.5 

1,434 

12.5 

87.7 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,124 

62.5 

955 

11.6 

49.6 

13,332 

62.7 

877 

10.5 

50.4 

Householder  . 

7,076 

62.8 

370 

8.3 

20.6 

7,238 

63.5 

343 

7.5 

18.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,048 

62.1 

585 

15.6 

67.9 

6,094 

61.7 

534 

14.2 

71.1 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,189 

68.7 

303 

10.5 

50.5 

4,278 

71.2 

303 

9.9 

56.1 

Householder  . 

2,100 

77.5 

145 

8.9 

24.5 

2,156 

79.1 

138 

8.1 

36.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,089 

59.7 

158 

12.6 

74.4 

2,122 

63.3 

165 

12.3 

72.7 

Black 

In  families  . 

15,713 

61.8 

1,506 

15.5 

58.8 

15,946 

62.1 

1,463 

14.8 

58.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,069 

65.7 

663 

11.1 

76.2 

9,214 

66.6 

640 

10.4 

78.4 

Husbands  . 

3,502 

76.2 

217 

8.1 

63.8 

3,551 

76.3 

189 

7.0 

65.1 

Wives . 

3,415 

62.6 

162 

7.6 

78.3 

3,457 

64.4 

180 

8.1 

81.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,152 

53.4 

284 

24.7 

84.4 

2,206 

54.3 

271 

22.6 

85.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,797 

55.1 

743 

23.3 

43.5 

5,858 

54.8 

736 

22.9 

41.2 

Householder  . 

2,952 

58.0 

263 

15.3 

7.7 

3,049 

58.2 

288 

16.2 

10.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,845 

52.1 

480 

32.4 

63.0 

2,809 

51.0 

448 

31.2 

61.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

847 

66.7 

99 

17.5 

57.6 

874 

64.5 

87 

15.4 

49.4 

Householder  . 

413 

74.0 

33 

10.9 

(’) 

439 

69.5 

38 

12.4 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

434 

59.9 

66 

25.2 

72.4 

435 

59.7 

49 

19.0 

(’) 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

10,217 

62.2 

775 

12.2 

61.9 

10,662 

63.9 

748 

11.0 

64.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

7,610 

64.0 

541 

11.1 

67.8 

8,092 

65.7 

535 

10.1 

70.3 

Husbands  . 

2,899 

86.0 

218 

8.7 

48.8 

3,065 

86.1 

217 

•  8.2 

53.4 

Wives . 

3,013 

48.1 

139 

9.6 

80.0 

3,156 

50.6 

127 

7.9 

75.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,698 

55.0 

184 

19.7 

80.9 

1,871 

57.8 

191 

17.7 

86.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

1,938 

52.0 

176 

17.5 

45.5 

1,927 

52.5 

146 

14.4 

47.3 

Householder  . 

978 

49.1 

62 

13.0 

19.2 

1,007 

49.5 

54 

10.8 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

960 

54.9 

114 

21.6 

59.5 

920 

55.8 

92 

17.9 

63.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

669 

71.4 

58 

12.1 

(') 

643 

75.3 

68 

14.0 

51.5 

Householder  . 

292 

83.0 

28 

11.5 

O 

290 

84.6 

33 

13.4 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

377 

62.4 

30 

12.6 

0 

353 

67.2 

35 

14.6 

0 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 


presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

1 

1986 

1 

1987 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

42,101 

42,209 

100.0 

100.0 

$531 

$557 

One  earner . 

19,000 

18,636 

45.1 

44.2 

335 

343 

Two  or  more  earners . 

23,101 

23,574 

54.9 

55.8 

708 

735 

Married-couple  families . 

33,612 

33,527 

100.0 

100.0 

597 

620 

One  earner  . 

13,219 

12,825 

39.3 

38.3 

386 

395 

Husband  . 

10,120 

9,739 

30.1 

29.0 

454 

469 

Wife . 

2,394 

2,378 

7.1 

7.1 

225 

219 

Other  family  member . 

705 

707 

2.1 

2.1 

209 

207 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,393 

20,702 

60.7 

61.7 

733 

763 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,450 

14,727 

43.0 

43.9 

706 

737 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,188 

3,349 

9.5 

10.0 

952 

999 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

1,944 

1,889 

5.8 

5.6 

701 

725 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

633 

592 

1.9 

1.8 

444 

453 

Other  family  members  only  . 

177 

146 

.5 

.4 

454 

515 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,690 

6,857 

100.0 

100.0 

303 

309 

One  earner  . 

4,635 

4,686 

69.3 

68.3 

237 

248 

Householder  . 

3,651 

3,726 

54.6 

54.3 

248 

257 

Other  family  member . 

984 

960 

14.7 

14.0 

202 

215 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,055 

2,170 

30.7 

31.7 

495 

489 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,799 

1,826 

100.0 

100.0 

437 

461 

One  earner  . 

1,146 

1,124 

63.7 

61.6 

355 

353 

Householder  . 

919 

870 

51.1 

47.6 

378 

386 

Other  family  member . 

226 

255 

12.6 

14.0 

247 

251 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

653 

701 

36.3 

38.4 

588 

654 

Whits 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

36,203 

36,267 

100.0 

100.0 

554 

578 

One  earner . 

16,014 

15,749 

44.2 

43.4 

360 

367 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,189 

20,518 

55.8 

56.6 

721 

750 

Married-couple  families . 

30,063 

29,858 

100.0 

100.0 

606 

630 

One  earner  . 

11,896 

11,553 

39.6 

38.7 

400 

406 

Husband  . 

9,223 

8,906 

30.7 

29.8 

466 

480 

Wife . 

2,052 

2,034 

6.8 

6.8 

225 

220 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,168 

18,304 

60.4 

61.3 

743 

774 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,817 

13,043 

42.6 

43.7 

715 

747 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,718 

4,905 

100.0 

100.0 

313 

321 

One  earner  . 

3,217 

3,281 

68.2 

66.9 

245 

256 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,501 

1,625 

31.8 

33.1 

493 

490 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

1,421 

1,504 

100.0 

100.0 

467 

483 

One  earner  . 

902 

915 

63.4 

60.9 

384 

362 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

520 

589 

36.6 

39.1 

621 

678 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,719 

4,715 

100.0 

100.0 

377 

399 

One  earner . 

2,498 

2,379 

52.9 

50.4 

240 

247 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,221 

2,337 

47.1 

49.6 

596 

605 

Married-couple  families . 

2,600 

2,687 

100.0 

100.0 

483 

503 

One  earner  . 

976 

910 

37.5 

33.9 

262 

270 

Husband  . 

622 

550 

23.9 

20.5 

295 

319 

Wife . 

282 

285 

10.8 

10.6 

218 

202 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,624 

1,777 

62.5 

66.1 

641 

647 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,212 

1,286 

46.6 

47.9 

629 

623 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,801 

1,754 

100.0 

100.0 

269 

273 

One  earner  . 

1,313 

1,285 

72.9 

73.3 

219 

233 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

488 

469 

27.1 

26.7 

487 

472 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

319 

273 

100.0 

100.0 

339 

380 

One  earner  . 

210 

183 

65.8 

66.9 

295 

304 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

109 

90 

34.2 

33.1 

449 

ft 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Tabt«  7.  Familias  with  unemployed  members  and  wap*  and  salary  earners  by  type  o(  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 

and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 
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1 

1986 

100.0 

51.6 

484 

100.0 

48.3 

39.7 

6.1 

51.7 

32.6 

100.0 

66.3 

33.7 

100.0 

52.0 
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Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 
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In  addition  to  the  data  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  1986,  this  release 
presents  three  tables  of  1985  and  1986  annual  averages  on  family  employment 
and  weekly  earnings.  (See  tables  8  through  10.) 
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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

...  .  .  .  .  . 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

62,915 

63,518 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,317 

10,307 

16.4 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,598 

53,211 

83.6 

83.8 

No  member  employed . 

1,771 

1,735 

2.8 

2.7 

Some  member  employed . 

50,827 

51,476 

80  8 

81.0 

No  one  unemployed  . 

46,708 

47,431 

74.2 

74.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

43,401 

43,949 

69.0 

69.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,119 

4,045 

6.5 

6.4 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,573 

3,471 

5.7 

5.5 

White 

Total  families . 

54,402 

54,832 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,724 

8,762 

16.0 

16.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,678 

46,070 

84.0 

84.0 

No  member  employed . 

1,198 

1,196 

2.2 

2.2 

Some  member  employed . 

44,480 

44,873 

81.8 

81.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

41,238 

41,664 

75.8 

76.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

38,426 

38,781 

70.6 

70.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,242 

3,209 

6.0 

5.9 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,827 

2,754 

5.2 

5.0 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,913 

6,975 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,390 

1,352 

20.1 

19.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,524 

5,624 

79.9 

80.6 

No  member  employed . 

509 

496 

7.4 

7.1 

Some  member  employed . 

5,015 

5,127 

72.5 

73.5 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,267 

4,417 

61.7 

63.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,857 

3,918 

55.8 

56.2 

Some  member  unemployed . 

748 

710 

10.8 

10.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

638 

606 

9.2 

8.7 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

O 

4,250 

(’) 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

0 

626 

(’) 

14.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

(’) 

3,624 

(’) 

85.3 

No  member  employed . 

0 

217 

(’) 

5.1 

Some  member  employed . 

(’) 

3,407 

(') 

80.2 

No  one  unemployed  . 

(’) 

3,000 

(’) 

70.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

(’) 

2,751 

(’) 

64.7 

Some  member  unemployed . 

(’) 

407 

0 

9.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

(’) 

338 

0 

8.0 

1  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1986. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 


sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races"  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  membsrs  and  typa  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

Married-couple  families . 

50,424 

50,625 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . 

7,487 

7,557 

14.8 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,937 

43,068 

85.2 

85.1 

No  member  employed . 

881 

830 

1.7 

1.6 

Some  member  employed . 

42,056 

42,237 

83.4 

83.4 

Husband  only . 

11,898 

11,695 

23.6 

23.1 

Wife  only  . 

2,332 

2,482 

4.6 

4.9 

Husband  and  wife . 

23,542 

23,973 

46.7 

47.4 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,705 

18,999 

37.1 

37.5 

Other  combinations . 

4,284 

4,087 

8.5 

8.1 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,055 

10,450 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,527 

2,464 

25.1 

23.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,528 

7,986 

74.9 

76.4 

No  member  employed . 

742 

769 

7.4 

7.4 

Some  member  employed . 

6,786 

7,217 

67.5 

69.1 

Householder  employed  . 

5,492 

5,896 

54.6 

56.4 

Householder  only  . 

3,503 

3,759 

34.8 

36.0 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

1,989 

2,137 

19.6 

20.4 

Other  combinations . 

1,294 

1,321 

12.9 

12.6 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

2,436 

2,444 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

303 

286 

12.4 

11.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,134 

2,158 

87.6 

88.3 

No  member  employed . 

148 

136 

6.1 

5.6 

Some  member  employed . 

1,985 

2,022 

81.5 

82.7 

Householder  employed  . 

1,697 

1,730 

69.7 

70.8 

Householder  only  . 

912 

930 

37.4 

38.1 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

785 

800 

32.2 

32.7 

Other  combinations . 

288 

292 

11.8 

11.9 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

Families  with  unemployment . 

5,890 

5,780 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,119 

4,045 

69.9 

70.0 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,771 

1,735 

30.1 

30.0 

Married-couple  families . 

4,139 

4,014 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,258 

3,184 

78.7 

79.3 

With  no  members  employed  . 

881 

830 

21.3 

20.7 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,529 

1,601 

36.9 

39.9 

Wife  employed . 

778 

905 

18.8 

22.5 

Other(s)  employed  . 

98 

78 

2.4 

1.9 

No  one  employed  . 

652 

618 

15.8 

15.4 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,198 

1,098 

28.9 

27.4 

Husband  employed . 

1,095 

1,005 

26.5 

25.0 

Other(s)  employed  . 

17 

19 

.4 

.5 

No  one  employed  . 

86 

74 

2.1 

1.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,412 

1,315 

34.1 

32.8 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,405 

1,450 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

663 

681 

47.2 

47.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

742 

769 

52.8 

53.0 

With  householder  unemployed . 

613 

615 

43.6 

42.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

102 

102 

7.3 

7.0 

No  one  employed  . 

511 

513 

36.4 

35.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

792 

835 

56.4 

57.6 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

347 

316 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

198 

180 

57.1 

57.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

148 

136 

42.7 

43.0 

With  householder  unemployed . 

146 

130 

42.1 

41.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

41 

39 

11.8 

12.3 

No  one  employed  . 

105 

91 

30.3 

28.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

201 

186 

57.9 

58.9 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,416 

17,148 

14,268 

31,608 

17,171 

14,437 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,386 

12,802 

11,584 

24,246 

12,564 

11,682 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,309 

12,238 

11,071 

23,244 

12,091 

11,153 

Neither  unemployed . 

22,070 

11,603 

10,467 

22,018 

11,459 

10,559 

Father  employed . 

7,984 

3,480 

4,504 

7,799 

3,311 

4,488 

Mother  employed . 

413 

287 

126 

468 

327 

141 

Both  employed . 

13,673 

7,836 

5,837 

13,751 

7,821 

5,930 

One  unemployed  . 

1,239 

635 

604 

1,226 

632 

594 

Father  unemployed  . 

483 

267 

216 

550 

290 

260 

Mother  unemployed  . 

756 

368 

388 

676 

342 

334 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,077 

564 

513 

1,002 

474 

528 

Father  unemployed  . 

381 

140 

240 

355 

110 

245 

Mother  unemployed  . 

39 

28 

11 

26 

14 

11 

Both  unemployed  . 

115 

43 

72 

113 

47 

66 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

542 

353 

190 

508 

303 

206 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,134 

3,754 

2,380 

6,412 

3,976 

2,437 

Mother  employed  . 

3,637 

2,594 

1,043 

3,959 

2,824 

1,135 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,496 

1,160 

1,336 

2,453 

1,151 

1,301 

Unemployed  . 

524 

258 

266 

532 

285 

246 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,972 

902 

1,070 

1,921 

866 

1,055 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

897 

592 

304 

950 

631 

319 

Father  employed  . 

729 

486 

243 

782 

520 

262 

Father  not  employed  . 

168 

106 

61 

168 

111 

58 

Unemployed  . 

81 

43 

38 

68 

35 

33 

Not  in  labor  force . 

87 

63 

23 

100 

76 

25 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,379 

1,147 

1,231 

2,320 

1,123 

1,195 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(NumDers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

iV 

1985 

_ 

IV 

1986 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

nonmsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian  l 

Unemployed 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

r 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

r 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families . 

145,946 

65.4 

6,505 

6.8 

67.5 

146,988 

65.8 

6,365 

6.6 

67.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

122,153 

66.1 

4,539 

5.6 

75.9 

122,598 

66.4 

4,405 

5.4 

76.7 

Husbands  . 

50,424 

78.7 

1,529 

3.9 

57.3 

50,625 

78.6 

1,601 

4.0 

61.4 

Wives . 

50,424 

55.2 

1,356 

4.9 

83.3 

50,625 

55.9 

1,253 

4.4 

83.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,305 

62.1 

1,654 

12.5 

87.1 

21,348 

62.3 

1,551 

11.7 

87.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

18,798 

59.9 

1,579 

14.0 

46.2 

19,437 

61.3 

1,600 

13.4 

46.2 

Householder  . 

10,055 

60.7 

613 

10.0 

16.6 

10,450 

62.3 

615 

9.4 

16.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

8,743 

58.9 

966 

18.8 

65.0 

8,987 

60.2 

985 

18.2 

64.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,995 

67.8 

387 

11.4 

55.0 

4,953 

68.6 

361 

10.6 

54.6 

Householder  . 

2,436 

75.7 

146 

7.9 

27.9 

2,444 

76.1 

130 

7.0 

29.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,559 

60.3 

241 

15.6 

71.4 

2,509 

61.2 

231 

15.0 

68.4 

White 

In  families . 

126,113 

65.8 

4,785 

5.8 

70.7 

126,728 

66.2 

4,762 

5.7 

70.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,602 

66.1 

3,694 

5.1 

76.5 

109,764 

66.3 

3,642 

5.0 

76.9 

Husbands  . 

45,625 

78.8 

1,263 

3.5 

57.7 

45,738 

78.5 

1,341 

3.7 

60.9 

Wives . 

45,585 

54.4 

1,144 

4.6 

84.4 

45,733 

55.1 

1,051 

-4.2 

83.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,392 

63.4 

1,287 

11.0 

88.0 

18,293 

63.9 

1,250 

10.7 

88.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

12,591 

61.8 

813 

10.4 

48.6 

13,120 

63.7 

867 

10.4 

48.8 

Householder  . 

6,841 

61.6 

338 

8.0 

21.1 

7,182 

63.6 

332 

7.3 

19.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

5,750 

62.0 

475 

13.3 

68.2 

5,938 

63.9 

535 

14.1 

67.3 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,920 

69.4 

278 

10.2 

57.9 

3,844 

70.4 

252 

9.3 

56.3 

Householder  . 

1,935 

77.3 

109 

7.3 

28.3 

1,910 

77.9 

89 

6.0 

30.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,985 

61.7 

169 

13.8 

77.3 

1,934 

62.9 

163 

13.4 

70.8 

Black 

In  families . 

15,688 

62.4 

1,504 

15.4 

57.5 

15,856 

62.7 

1,412 

14.2 

57.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,114 

66.5 

685 

11.3 

73.9 

9,219 

66.8 

618 

10.0 

76.4 

Husbands  . 

3,546 

76.5 

213 

7.9 

56.7 

3,562 

77.2 

197 

7.2 

63.4 

Wives . 

3,467 

63.0 

167 

7.7 

78.2 

3,453 

64.0 

161 

7.3 

80.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,101 

55.4 

305 

26.2 

83.2 

2,204 

54.3 

260 

21.7 

83.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,715 

55.9 

731 

22.9 

43.6 

5,725 

56.1 

695 

21.6 

42.6 

Householder  . 

2,970 

59.0 

258 

14.7 

10.7 

2,983 

59.1 

271 

15.4 

12.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,745 

52.5 

473 

32.8 

61.5 

2,742 

52.8 

424 

29.3 

61.6 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

859 

61.4 

86 

16.3 

47.7 

912 

62.3 

98 

17.3 

48.0 

Householder  . 

407 

68.3 

27 

9.7 

0 

445 

69.0 

37 

12.0 

ft 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

452 

55.3 

59 

23.8 

(’) 

467 

55.9 

61 

23.3 

59.0 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

10,382 

63.9 

702 

10.6 

63.3 

In  married-couple  families  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

7,938 

66.0 

502 

9.6 

70.3 

Husbands  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

2,949 

86.2 

210 

8.2 

49.8 

Wives . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

3,078 

50.8 

112 

7.2 

77.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

1,911 

59.2 

180 

15.9 

90.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

1,924 

52.7 

148 

14.6 

40.5 

Householder . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

1,053 

51.1 

69 

12.8 

23.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

871 

54.7 

79 

16.5 

be. 4 

in  families  maintained  by  men . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

520 

74.8 

52 

13.4 

(’) 

Householder  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

246 

83.9 

19 

9.2 

ft 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

274 

66.7 

33 

18.2 

ft 

’  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races  group  are  not 

basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

January  1986.  population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  ’  . 

41,775 

42,337 

100.0 

100.0 

$534 

$552 

One  earner . 

18,177 

18,657 

43.5 

44.1 

333 

347 

Two  or  more  earners . 

23,597 

23,680 

56.5 

55.9 

705 

728 

Married-couple  families . 

33,741 

33,735 

100.0 

100.0 

594 

616 

One  earner  . 

12,840 

12,930 

38.1 

38.3 

385 

397 

Husband  . 

9,862 

9,755 

29.2 

28.9 

446 

473 

Wife . 

2,185 

2,399 

6.5 

7.1 

211 

218 

Other  family  member . 

793 

776 

2.4 

2.3 

202 

217 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,901 

20,806 

61.9 

61.7 

729 

757 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,915 

14,888 

44.2 

44.1 

698 

723 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,270 

3,389 

9.7 

10.0 

950 

992 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,091 

1,869 

6.2 

5.5 

709 

737 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

475 

466 

1.4 

1.4 

446 

482 

Other  family  members  only  . 

150 

193 

.4 

.6 

535 

463 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,330 

6,834 

100.0 

100.0 

304 

316 

One  earner  . 

4,343 

4,682 

68.6 

68.5 

238 

251 

Householder  . 

3,418 

3,746 

54.0 

54.8 

247 

258 

Other  family  member . 

926 

936 

14.6 

13.7 

199 

216 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,987 

2,152 

31.4 

31.5 

495 

500 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,703 

1,767 

100.0 

100.0 

448 

439 

One  earner  . 

994 

1,046 

58.3 

59.2 

347 

327 

Householder  . 

785 

844 

46.1 

47.7 

391 

351 

Other  family  member . 

209 

202 

12.3 

11.4 

212 

215 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

709 

721 

41.7 

40.8 

620 

635 

Whits 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

96,005 

*6,156 

100.0 

100.0 

558 

576 

One  earner . 

15,389 

15,569 

42.7 

43.1 

360 

372 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,616 

20,587 

57.3 

56.9 

718 

742 

Married-couple  families . 

*0,170 

29,919 

100.0 

100.0 

603 

627 

One  earner  . 

11,628 

11,548 

38.5 

38.6 

397 

408 

Husband  . 

9,070 

8,813 

30.1 

29.5 

460 

482 

Wife . 

1,863 

2,054 

6.2 

6.9 

212 

220 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,542 

18,371 

61.5 

61.4 

738 

768 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,156 

13,087 

43.6 

43.7 

707 

732 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4,501 

4,872 

100.0 

100.0 

325 

331 

One  earner  . 

2,990 

3,232 

66.4 

66.3 

250 

263 

Two  or  more  earners  .  . 

1,512 

1,640 

33.6 

33.7 

502 

509 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,334 

1,365 

100.0 

100.0 

473 

466 

One  earner  . 

771 

789 

57.8 

57.8 

372 

352 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

562 

576 

42.2 

42.2 

637 

647 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,713 

4,906 

100.0 

100.0 

378 

399 

One  earner . 

2,337 

2,545 

49.6 

51.9 

230 

241 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,377 

2,360 

50.4 

48.1 

587 

604 

Married-couple  families . 

2,700 

2,817 

100.0 

100.0 

491 

514 

One  earner  . 

869 

1,015 

32.2 

36.0 

249 

269 

Husband  . 

536 

652 

19.9 

23.2 

287 

305 

Wife . 

255 

295 

9.5 

10.5 

201 

195 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,832 

1,802 

67.8 

64.0 

619 

643 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,383 

1,337 

51.2 

47.5 

597 

627 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,709 

1,769 

100.0 

100.0 

256 

273 

One  earner  . 

1,276 

1,320 

74.7 

74.6 

213 

218 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

433 

449 

25.3 

25.4 

457 

468 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

304 

319 

100.0 

100.0 

362 

364 

One  earner  . 

192 

210 

63.1 

66.0 

309 

260 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

112 

109 

36.9 

34.0 

486 

516 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Tablt  6.  Famlllaa  with  wag*  and  aalary  aarnara  by  raca,  Hiapanic  origin,  typa  of  family,  and  madian  uaual  weekly  wage  and 
aalary  eamlnga,  quarterly  avaragaa,  not  aaaaonally  adjuatad— Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

ft 

3,089 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

$411 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

1,459 

ft 

47.2 

ft 

264 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

1,630 

ft 

52.8 

ft 

570 

Married-couple  families . 

I2) 

2,292 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

468 

One  earner  . 

ft 

949 

ft 

41.4 

ft 

284 

Husband  . 

ft 

775 

ft 

33.8 

ft 

304 

Wife . 

ft 

127 

ft 

5.5 

ft 

200 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

1,343 

ft 

58.6 

ft 

598 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

ft 

852 

ft 

37.2 

ft 

586 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

ft 

601 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

277 

One  earner  . 

ft 

413 

ft 

68.7 

ft 

214 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

188 

ft 

31.3 

ft 

437 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

ft 

196 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

370 

One  earner . 

ft 

96 

ft 

49.2 

ft 

ft 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

100 

ft 

50.8 

ft 

494 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1966. 


3  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  1 00,000. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origln  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented 
and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1986 

amilies  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,663 

3,672 

.. 

$350 

$352 

Married-couple  families . 

2,818 

2,870 

100.0 

100.0 

379 

370 

Husband  unemployed  . 

778 

952 

27.6 

33.2 

213 

242 

Wife  only  earner . 

617 

763 

21.9 

26.6 

203 

227 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

95 

108 

3.4 

3.8 

ft 

492 

Other  earners  only . 

66 

81 

2.3 

2.8 

ft 

ft 

Wife  unemployed . 

987 

948 

35.0 

33.0 

393 

396 

Husband  only  earner . 

830 

795 

29.4 

27.7 

348 

371 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

145 

130 

5.2 

4.5 

610 

584 

Other  earners  only . 

11 

23 

.4 

.8 

0 

ft 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,053 

970 

37.4 

33.8 

542 

599 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

442 

428 

15.7 

14.9 

409 

434 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

542 

500 

19.2 

17.4 

748 

768 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

70 

42 

2.5 

1.5 

ft 

ft 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

638 

614 

100.0 

100.0 

265 

284 

Householder  unemployed . 

89 

76 

14.0 

12.4 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

549 

537 

86.0 

87.6 

265 

303 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

207 

186 

100.0 

100.0 

334 

337 

Householder  unemployed . 

41 

47 

19.6 

25.2 

ft 

ft 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

167 

141 

80.4 

74.8 

427 

417 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  *  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

employed. 


Table  8.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

1985 

1986 

1985 

1986 

Married-couple  families . 

! 

49,991 

50,235 

100  0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,466 

7,522 

14.9 

15.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,526 

42,713 

85.1 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

920 

899 

18 

1.8 

Some  member  employed . 

41,606 

41,814 

83.2 

83.2 

Husband  only . 

12,274 

1 1 ,862 

24.6 

23.6 

Wife  only  . 

2,368 

2,467 

4.7 

4.9 

Husband  and  wife . 

22,550 

23,173 

45.1 

46.1 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

17,761 

18,163 

35.5 

36.2 

Other  combinations . 

4,414 

4,312 

8.8 

8.6 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

10,122 

10,364 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,484 

2.491 

24.5 

24.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,638 

7.873 

75.5 

76.0 

No  member  employed . 

801 

783 

7.9 

7.6 

Some  member  employed . 

6,837 

7,091 

67.5 

68.4 

Householder  employed  . 

5,540 

5,763 

54.7 

55.6 

Householder  only . 

3,463 

3,593 

34.2 

34.7 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

2,077 

2,170 

20.5 

20.9 

Other  combinations . 

1,297 

1,328 

12.8 

12.8 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,395 

2,521 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

281 

297 

11.7 

11.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

2,114 

2,224 

88.3 

88.2 

No  member  employed . 

144 

148 

6.0 

5.9 

Some  member  employed . 

1,970 

2,076 

82.3 

82.3 

Householder  employed  . 

1,680 

1,777 

70.1 

70.5 

Householder  only  . 

913 

963 

38.1 

38.2 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

767 

814 

32.0 

32.3 

Other  combinations . 

290 

299 

12.1 

11.9 

Table  0.  Famine*  with  children  under  16  year*  old  by  the  employment  atetua  of  parent(a)  and  type  of  family,  annual 

averages 


(In  thousand*) 


Characteristic 

1985 

1986 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,158 

17,003 

14,155 

31,521 

17,123 

14,399 

Married-couple  families . 

24,080 

12,587 

1 1 ,494 

24,207 

12,578 

1 1 ,629 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,954 

12,004 

10,951 

23,085 

12,011 

11,075 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,684 

11,370 

10,315 

21,835 

11,385 

10,452 

Father  employed . . . 

8,349 

3,630 

4,719 

8,090 

3,467 

4,624 

Mother  employed . 

429 

302 

127 

464 

322 

143 

Both  employed . 

12,906 

7,438 

5,469 

13,281 

7,596 

5,685 

One  unemployed  . 

1,270 

634 

636 

1,250 

627 

623 

Father  unemployed  . 

504 

265 

239 

543 

291 

252 

Mother  unemployed  . 

766 

369 

397 

707 

336 

371 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,125 

582 

543 

1,122 

567 

554 

Father  unemployed . 

393 

138 

254 

404 

140 

264 

Mother  unemployed  . 

40 

27 

14 

40 

25 

15 

Both  unemployed  . 

118 

52 

66 

117 

54 

62 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

574 

365 

209 

561 

348 

213 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,147 

3,800 

2,346 

6,327 

3,888 

2,439 

Mother  employed  . 

3,647 

2,620 

1,027 

3,821 

2,700 

1,121 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,499 

1,180 

1,319 

2,506 

1,188 

1,318 

Unemployed . 

542 

292 

250 

538 

287 

251 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,957 

888 

1,069 

1,968 

901 

1,067 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

931 

616 

316 

987 

656 

331 

Father  employed . 

766 

507 

258 

804 

537 

267 

Father  not  employed  . 

166 

108 

58 

183 

119 

64 

Unemployed . 

79 

45 

34 

82 

44 

38 

Not  in  labor  force . 

87 

63 

24 

101 

75 

26 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents .  . 

2.442 

1,188 

1,254 

2,431 

1,177 

1,253 

Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1985 

1986 

1985 

1986 

1985 

1986 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

41,616 

42,101 

100.0 

100.0 

$522 

$543 

One  earner . 

18,775 

18,789 

45.1 

44.6 

333 

343 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,841 

23,312 

54.9 

55.4 

692 

717 

Married-couple  families . 

33,459 

33,569 

100.0 

100.0 

582 

606 

One  earner  . 

13,347 

13,049 

39.9 

38.9 

385 

393 

Husband . . . 

10,346 

9,979 

30.9 

29.7 

440 

459 

Wife . 

2,243 

2,351 

6.7 

7.0 

217 

223 

Other  family  member . 

758 

719 

2.3 

2.1 

204 

210 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,112 

20,520 

60.1 

81.1 

715 

744 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,019 

14,347 

41.9 

42.7 

684 

712 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s) . 

3,242 

3,397 

9.7 

10.1 

940 

975 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,159 

2,056 

6.5 

6.1 

689 

720 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s) . 

514 

532 

1.5 

1.6 

454 

480 

Other  family  members  only . 

176 

188 

.5 

.6 

468 

469 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,470 

6,718 

100.0 

100.0 

297 

307 

One  earner . 

4,397 

4,607 

68.0 

68.6 

234 

242 

Householder  . 

3,432 

3,606 

53.0 

53.7 

243 

251 

Other  family  member . 

965 

1,001 

14.9 

14.9 

200 

205 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,073 

2,110 

32.0 

31.4 

487 

499 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,688 

1,814 

100.0 

100.0 

450 

444 

One  earner . 

1,031 

1,133 

61.1 

62.4 

346 

351 

Householder . 

809 

900 

47.9 

49.6 

390 

383 

Other  family  member . 

222 

232 

13.2 

12.8 

212 

220 

Two  or  more  earners . 

656 

681 

38.9 

37.6 

625 

637 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1 . 

35,848 

36,072 

100.0 

100.0 

543 

566 

One  earner . 

15,972 

15,761 

44.6 

43.7 

357 

367 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,876 

20,311 

55.4 

56.3 

702 

730 

Married-couple  families . 

29,899 

29,865 

100.0 

100.0 

589 

615 

One  earner . 

12,097 

11,698 

40.5 

39.2 

395 

405 

Husband  . 

9,496 

9,077 

31.8 

30.4 

452 

472 

Wife . 

1,925 

1,996 

6.4 

6.7 

218 

225 

Two  or  more  earners . 

17,802 

18,167 

59.5 

60.8 

723 

755 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,394 

12,656 

41.5 

42.4 

691 

720 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

4,616 

4,786 

100.0 

100.0 

311 

320 

One  earner . 

3,068 

3,190 

66.5 

66.6 

244 

252 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,548 

1,597 

33.5 

33.4 

497 

502 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,333 

1,420 

100.0 

100.0 

475 

476 

One  earner . 

806 

873 

60.5 

61.5 

369 

375 

Two  or  more  earners . 

526 

547 

39.5 

38.5 

637 

668 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,668 

4,810 

100.0 

100.0 

378 

391 

One  earner . 

2,334 

2,495 

50.0 

51.9 

235 

240 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,334 

2,315 

50.0 

48.1 

582 

605 

Married-couple  families . 

2,671 

2,734 

100.0 

100.0 

487 

503 

One  earner . 

902 

978 

33.8 

35.8 

257 

267 

Husband  . 

580 

615 

21.7 

22.5 

292 

307 

Wife . 

257 

289 

9.6 

10.6 

206 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,769 

1,755 

66.2 

64.2 

622 

645 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,258 

1,269 

47.1 

46.4 

603 

628 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,703 

1,756 

100.0 

100.0 

259 

267 

One  earner . 

1,242 

1,301 

72.9 

74.1 

213 

216 

Two  or  more  earners . 

461 

455 

27.1 

25.9 

448 

478 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

294 

320 

100.0 

100.0 

360 

348 

One  earner . 

191 

215 

64.9 

67.2 

294 

287 

Two  or  more  earners . 

103 

105 

35.1 

32.8 

521 

500 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages— Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1985 

1986 

1985 

1986 

1985 

1986 

Hleperric  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

ft 

3,017 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

$412 

One  earner . 

ft 

1,477 

ft 

48.9 

ft 

267 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

1,540 

ft 

51.1 

ft 

582 

Married-couple  families . 

ft 

2.272 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

459 

One  earner  . 

(0 

1,006 

ft 

44.3 

ft 

289 

Husband  . 

ft 

828 

ft 

36.4 

ft 

308 

Wife . 

ft 

127 

ft 

5.6 

ft 

202 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

1,266 

ft 

55.7 

ft 

603 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

ft 

809 

ft 

35.6 

ft 

582 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

ft 

538 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

273 

One  earner  . 

ft 

368 

ft 

68.3 

ft 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

170 

ft 

31.7 

ft 

446 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

ft 

207 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

380 

One  earner  . 

ft 

103 

ft 

49.9 

ft 

259 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

104 

ft 

50.1 

ft 

530 

’  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 


January  1988. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanlc-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not  presented 
and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 
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— Median  wage  and  salary  earnings  for  families  were  $537  a  week  in  the 
second  quarter.  The  figures  ranged  from  $740  for  married-couple  families 
with  two  or  more  earners  to  $241  for  families  maintained  by  women  with  only 
one  earner.  Black  family  earnings  of  $399  a  week  were  72  percent  of  the 
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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

62,299 

62,917 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,126 

10,306 

16.3 

16.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,174 

52,611 

83.7 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

1,837 

1,817 

2.9 

2.9 

Some  member  employed . 

50,336 

50,794 

80.8 

80.7 

No  one  unemployed  . 

45,917 

46,301 

73.7 

73.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

42,637 

42,820 

68.4 

68.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,419 

4,493 

7.1 

7.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,885 

3,958 

6.2 

6.3 

White 

Total  families . 

53,981 

54,378 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8,634 

8,791 

16.0 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,347 

45,587 

84.0 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

1,241 

1,251 

2.3 

2.3 

Some  member  employed . 

44,106 

44,336 

81.7 

81.5 

No  one  unemployed  . 

40,602 

40,821 

75.2 

75.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

37,829 

37,863 

70.1 

69.6 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,504 

3,515 

6.5 

6.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,098 

3,105 

5.7 

5.7 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,744 

6,857 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,297 

1,301 

19.2 

19.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

5,447 

5,557 

80.8 

81.0 

No  member  employed . 

536 

509 

7.9 

7.4 

Some  member  employed . 

4,911 

5,048 

72.8 

73.6 

No  one  unemployed  . 

4,127 

4,216 

61.2 

61.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

3,692 

3,780 

54.7 

55.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

784 

832 

11.6 

12.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

673 

728 

10.0 

10.6 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

(’) 

4,227 

(’) 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

(’) 

654 

(’) 

15.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

O 

3,573 

(’) 

84.5 

No  member  employed . 

(’) 

213 

O 

5.0 

Some  member  employed . 

(’) 

3,360 

0 

79.5 

No  one  unemployed  . 

(’) 

2,958 

(’) 

70.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

(’) 

2,685 

(’) 

63.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

(’) 

402 

0 

9.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

0 

349 

(’) 

8.3 

'  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1986. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 


sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

Married-couple  families . 

49,743 

50,068 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,426 

7,514 

14.9 

15.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

42,317 

42,553 

85.1 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

906 

884 

1.8 

1.8 

Some  member  employed . 

41,412 

41,669 

83.3 

83.2 

Husband  only . 

12,474 

11,963 

25.1 

23.9 

Wife  only  . 

2,380 

2,480 

4.8 

5.0 

Husband  and  wife . 

22,181 

22,908 

44.6 

45.8 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

17,377 

17,814 

34.9 

35.6 

Other  combinations . 

4,377 

4,318 

8.8 

8.6 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

10,189 

10,332 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,426 

2,477 

23.9 

24.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

7,742 

7,855 

78.1 

78.0 

No  member  employed . 

797 

782 

7.8 

7.8 

Some  member  employed . 

6,946 

7,072 

68.3 

68.4 

Householder  employed  . 

5,640 

5,744 

55.5 

55.6 

Householder  only . 

3,505 

3,581 

34.5 

34.7 

Householder  and  other(s) . 

2,135 

2,183 

21.0 

20.9 

Other  combinations . 

1,306 

1,328 

12.8 

12.9 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,388 

2,517 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

274 

315 

11.5 

12.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

2,114 

2,203 

88.5 

87.5 

No  member  employed . 

135 

150 

5.7 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

1,979 

2,053 

82.9 

81.6 

Householder  employed  . 

1,707 

1,750 

71.5 

69.5 

Householder  only . 

926 

975 

38.8 

38.7 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

781 

775 

32.7 

30.8 

Other  combinations . 

272 

303 

11.4 

12.0 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

11 

1985 

II 

1986 

Families  with  unemployment . 

6,256 

6,310 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,419 

4,493 

70.6 

71.2 

With  no  members  employed  . 

1,837 

1,817 

29.4 

28.8 

Married-couple  families . 

4,388 

4,397 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

3,483 

3,513 

79.4 

79.9 

With  no  members  employed  . 

906 

884 

20.6 

20.1 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,561 

1,603 

35.6 

36.5 

Wife  employed . 

814 

855 

18.6 

19.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

83 

82 

1.9 

1.9 

No  one  employed  . 

664 

666 

15.1 

15.1 

With  wife  unemployed  . 

1,216 

1,147 

27.7 

26.1 

Husband  employed  . 

1,099 

1,039 

25.0 

23.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

18 

24 

.4 

.5 

No  one  employed  . 

99 

84 

2.3 

1.9 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,611 

1,647 

36.7 

37.5 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,562 

1,536 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

765 

753 

49.0 

49.0 

With  no  members  employed  . 

797 

782 

51.0 

50.9 

With  householder  unemployed . 

645 

616 

41.3 

40.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

120 

103 

7.7 

6.7 

No  one  employed  . 

525 

513 

33.6 

33.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

917 

920 

58.7 

59.9 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

306 

378 

100.0 

100  0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

171 

227 

55.9 

60.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

135 

150 

44.1 

39.7 

With  householder  unemp'oyed . 

139 

164 

45.4 

43.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

44 

50 

14.4 

13.2 

No  one  employed  . 

95 

114 

31.0 

30.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

167 

214 

54.6 

56.6 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old. 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

31,052 

17,020 

14,031 

31,463 

17,102 

14,360 

Married-couple  families . 

23,880 

12,491 

11,388 

24,170 

12,569 

11,601 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,773 

11,945 

10,829 

23,012 

11,970 

11,041 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,571 

11,350 

10,221 

21,839 

11,392 

10,448 

Father  employed . 

8,539 

3,723 

4,816 

8,275 

3,542 

4,734 

Mother  employed . 

434 

305 

129 

468 

316 

152 

Both  employed . 

12,598 

7,322 

5,276 

13,096 

7,534 

5,562 

One  unemployed . 

1,203 

595 

609 

1,173 

579 

593 

Father  unemployed  . 

479 

249 

231 

510 

272 

238 

Mother  unemployed  . 

724 

346 

378 

663 

307 

355 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,106 

547 

560 

1,159 

598 

560 

Father  unemployed . 

381 

117 

265 

413 

151 

262 

Mother  unemployed  . 

37 

25 

12 

48 

29 

17 

Both  unemployed  . 

105 

44 

61 

104 

48 

55 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

583 

361 

222 

596 

370 

226 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,208 

3,891 

2,317 

6,287 

3,865 

2,421 

Mother  employed  . 

3,714 

2,702 

1,012 

3,800 

2,675 

1,126 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,495 

1,189 

1,306 

2,487 

1,191 

1,296 

Unemployed  . 

538 

314 

224 

524 

287 

237 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,957 

875 

1,082 

1,963 

904 

1,059 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

964 

638 

326 

1,006 

668 

338 

Father  employed  . 

795 

524 

271 

811 

544 

267 

Father  not  employed  . 

169 

114 

54 

195 

123 

72 

Unemployed . 

75 

44 

30 

80 

44 

36 

Not  in  labor  force . 

94 

70 

24 

115 

79 

36 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,339 

1,139 

1,201 

2,340 

1,138 

1,200 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


II 

1985 

II 

1986 

Characteristic 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

Unemployed 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Number 

4 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

145,049 

65.2 

6,929 

7.3 

68.2 

146,198 

65.8 

6,963 

7.2 

68.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

120,936 

65.7 

4,829 

6.1 

76.6 

121,627 

66.4 

4,809 

6.0 

77.3 

Husbands  . 

49,743 

78.5 

1,561 

4.0 

57.4 

50,068 

78.4 

1,603 

4.1 

58.4 

Wives . 

49,743 

53.3 

1,386 

5.2 

81.7 

50,068 

54.5 

1,298 

4.8 

83.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,450 

64.9 

1,882 

13.5 

88.8 

21,491 

65.9 

1,908 

13.5 

89.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

19,339 

61.3 

1,766 

14.9 

47.8 

19,473 

61.7 

1,742 

14.5 

47.4 

Householder  . 

10,169 

61.8 

645 

10.3 

18.6 

10,332 

61.6 

616 

9.7 

16.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

9,170 

60.7 

1,121 

20.1 

64.6 

9,141 

61.8 

1,126 

19.9 

64.1 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,775 

69.2 

334 

10.1 

54.2 

5,099 

68.3 

413 

11.9 

57.9 

Householder  . 

2,388 

77.3 

139 

7.5 

31.7 

2,517 

76.0 

164 

8.6 

30.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,387 

61.1 

195 

13.4 

70.2 

2,582 

60.7 

249 

15.9 

75.8 

White 

In  families . 

125,365 

65.5 

5,151 

6.3 

71.4 

126,076 

66.1 

5,120 

6.1 

71.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

108,538 

65.6 

3,998 

5.6 

76.8 

108,868 

66.3 

3,912 

5.4 

77.4 

Husbands  . 

45,065 

78.6 

1,311 

3.7 

57.5 

45,218 

78.4 

1,307 

3.7 

57.6 

Wives . 

45,065 

52.4 

1,183 

5.0 

81.8 

45,216 

53.6 

1,078 

4.4 

83.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,408 

66.3 

1,504 

12.3 

89.6 

18,434 

67.5 

1,527 

12.3 

89.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

13,071 

63.5 

944 

11.4 

52.0 

13,254 

63.5 

927 

11.0 

48.3 

Householder  . 

7,002 

63.0 

349 

7.9 

24.9 

7,162 

62.8 

338 

7.5 

21.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

6,069 

64.1 

595 

15.3 

67.9 

6,092 

64.4 

589 

15.0 

63.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,756 

69.8 

209 

8.0 

56.0 

3,95a 

69.0 

281 

10.3 

58.7 

Householder  . 

1,906 

78.5 

88 

5.9 

32.8 

1,990 

76.8 

120 

7.8 

29.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,850 

60.9 

121 

10.7 

73.2 

1,964 

61.2 

161 

13.4 

80.2 

Black 

In  families  . 

15,626 

62.9 

1,575 

16.0 

58.0 

15,751 

64.3 

1,608 

15.9 

60.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

9,078 

66.6 

684 

11.3 

77.2 

9,137 

68.2 

720 

11.6 

77.6 

Husbands  . 

3,444 

76.5 

195 

7.4 

60.5 

3,521 

77.6 

225 

8.2 

62.5 

Wives . 

3,375 

62.3 

165 

7.8 

79.7 

3,416 

64.0 

173 

7.9 

79.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,259 

57.7 

324 

24.9 

85.9 

2,200 

59.4 

322 

24.6 

87.3 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,744 

56.3 

780 

24.1 

42.6 

5,716 

57.6 

776 

23.6 

46.3 

Householder  . 

2,909 

58.9 

279 

16.3 

10.4 

2,925 

58.8 

266 

15.5 

10.0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,835 

53.6 

501 

33.0 

60.3 

2,791 

56.3 

510 

32.5 

65.1 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

804 

68.4 

110 

20.0 

49.1 

898 

67.1 

113 

18.7 

52.2 

Householder  . 

401 

73.0 

42 

14.3 

0 

431 

73.3 

40 

12.7 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

403 

63.8 

68 

26.4 

62.7 

467 

61.3 

73 

25.3 

66.6 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families  . 

0 

ft 

0 

ft 

0 

10,289 

63.3 

692 

10.6 

63.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

0 

ft 

7,856 

65.0 

477 

9.3 

71.3 

Husbands  . 

(*) 

0 

(2) 

ft 

ft 

2,965 

85  1 

172 

6.8 

45.3 

Wives . 

<*> 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

3,086 

49.0 

109 

7.2 

87.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

(*> 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

1,805 

59.3 

196 

18.3 

85.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

<*> 

ft 

ft 

ft 

0 

1,809 

52.7 

153 

16.1 

33.3 

Householder  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

959 

48.1 

65 

14.2 

20.8 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

(*) 

ft 

850 

57.9 

88 

17.9 

42.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

624 

73.1 

61 

13.4 

73.8 

Householder  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

276 

80.8 

27 

12.3 

(’) 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

ft 

J 

ft 

ft 

0 

348 

67.0 

34 

14.8 

(’) 

'  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1965  are  not  available  on  a  revised  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races'  group  are  not 

basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

January  1986  population  groups 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weakly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

r 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

41,342 

41,917 

100.0 

100.0 

$526 

$537 

One  earner  . 

18,968 

18,935 

45.9 

45.2 

336 

341 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,374 

22,982 

54.1 

54.8 

696 

715 

Married-couple  families . 

33,091 

33,381 

100.0 

100.0 

587 

603 

One  earner  . 

13,432 

13,081 

40.6 

39.2 

386 

393 

Husband  . 

10,414 

10,044 

31.5 

30.1 

442 

455 

Wife . 

2,239 

2,355 

6.8 

7.1 

219 

226 

Other  family  member . 

779 

682 

2.4 

2.0 

200 

206 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

19,659 

20,300 

59.4 

60.8 

719 

740 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,707 

14,088 

41.4 

42.2 

690 

712 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,200 

3,335 

9.7 

10.0 

927 

942 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,049 

2,161 

6.2 

6.5 

688 

721 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

506 

508 

1.5 

1.5 

484 

492 

Other  family  members  only  . 

196 

207 

.6 

.6 

436 

449 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,508 

6,715 

100.0 

100.0 

302 

305 

One  earner  . 

4,419 

4,640 

67.9 

69.1 

239 

241 

Householder  . 

3,404 

3,623 

52.3 

53.9 

249 

251 

Other  family  member . 

1,015 

1,017 

15.6 

15.1 

196 

200 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

2,089 

2,076 

32.1 

30.9 

487 

501 

FamWes  maintained  by  men . 

1,742 

1,820 

100.0 

100.0 

468 

408 

One  earner . 

1,117 

1,214 

64.1 

66.7 

361 

334 

Householder . 

886 

959 

50.8 

52.7 

395 

368 

Other  family  member . 

231 

255 

13.3 

14.0 

217 

211 

Two  or  more  earners . 

625 

607 

35.9 

33.3 

658 

646 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  ’  . 

35,712 

35,988 

100.0 

100.0 

546 

558 

One  earner  . 

16,242 

15,990 

45.5 

44.4 

358 

364 

Two  or  more  earners . . . 

19,470 

19,998 

54.5 

55.6 

704 

723 

Mamed-coupie  families . 

29,544 

29,646 

100.0 

100.0 

593 

609 

One  oamor  . 

12,196 

11,780 

41.3 

39.7 

396 

403 

ihiWMnri 

9,618 

9,197. 

32.6 

31.0 

452 

466 

Wife.  . 

1,893 

1,990 

6.4 

6.7 

221 

229 

Two  or  more  earners . 

17,348 

17,866 

58.7 

60.3 

723 

747 

Ffcataflnd  and  wife  only  . 

12,131 

12,369 

41.1 

41.7 

693 

717 

F  aminos  maintained  by  women . 

4,743 

4,895 

100.0 

100.0 

316 

320 

One  earner  . 

3,137 

3,259 

66.1 

66.6 

250 

254 

Two  or  more  earners . „ . 

1,606 

1,635 

33.9 

33.4 

496 

503 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,425 

1,447 

100.0 

100.0 

485 

438 

One  earner  . 

908 

950 

63.8 

65.7 

378 

360 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

516 

497 

36.2 

34.3 

659 

661 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners’ . 

4,542 

4,727 

100.0 

100.0 

391 

399 

One  earner . 

2,273 

2,383 

50.0 

50.4 

233 

243 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,269 

2,344 

50.0 

49.6 

611 

636 

Married-couple  families . 

2,670 

2,782 

100.0 

100.0 

500 

523 

One  earner  . 

906 

919 

33.9 

33.0 

248 

286 

Husband  . 

550 

576 

20.6 

20.7 

278 

329 

Wife . 

285 

283 

10.7 

10.2 

212 

222 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,765 

1,863 

66.1 

67.0 

667 

673 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,210 

1,318 

45.3 

47.4 

637 

653 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,598 

1,660 

100.0 

100.0 

259 

260 

One  earner  . 

1  182 

1  262 

73  9 

76  0 

209 

213 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

416 

398 

26  1 

24  0 

466 

486 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

274 

285 

100  0 

100  0 

358 

310 

One  earner  . 

186 

202 

67  9 

70  9 

297 

271 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

88 

83 

32.1 

29.1 

(*) 

o 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Tabic  6.  Families  with  waga  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  eamings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

(3) 

3,013 

I3) 

100.0 

ft 

$409 

One  earner . 

0 

1,545 

ft 

51.3 

ft 

268 

Two  or  more  earners . 

0 

1,468 

ft 

48.7 

ft 

594 

Married-couple  families . 

ft 

2,270 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

450 

One  earner  . 

ft 

1,067 

ft 

47.0 

ft 

294 

Husband  . 

ft 

894 

ft 

39.4 

ft 

314 

Wife . 

ft 

112 

ft 

4.9 

ft 

191 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

1,204 

ft 

53.0 

0 

611 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

ft 

813 

ft 

35.8 

ft 

597 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

ft 

525 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

264 

One  earner . 

ft 

366 

ft 

69.8 

ft 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

158 

ft 

30.2 

I3) 

502 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

ft 

218 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

376 

One  earner  . 

ft 

112 

ft 

51.6 

I3) 

241 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

105 

ft 

48.4 

ft 

535 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

1  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

5  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 


January  1986. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not  presented 
and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

II 

1985 

II 

1986 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners'  . 

3,833 

3,944 

_ 

_ 

$357 

$384 

Married-couple  families . 

3,058 

3,062 

100.0 

100.0 

383 

409 

Husband  unemployed  . 

904 

954 

29.6 

31.1 

215 

240 

Wife  only  earner . 

692 

730 

22.6 

23.8 

206 

222 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

110 

135 

3.6 

4.4 

335 

388 

Other  earners  only . 

102 

89 

3.3 

2.9 

157 

0 

Wife  unemployed . 

1,022 

970 

33.4 

31.7 

377 

402 

Husband  only  earner . 

864 

817 

28.2 

26.7 

354 

383 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

139 

127 

4.6 

4.1 

552 

617 

Other  earners  only . 

19 

27 

.6 

.9 

0 

0 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,132 

1,138 

37.0 

37.2 

621 

652 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

493 

486 

16.1 

15.9 

463 

499 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

581 

619 

19.0 

20.2 

817 

746 

Other  combinations  of  earners . 

58 

33 

1.9 

1.1 

(*) 

0 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

645 

678 

100.0 

100.0 

252 

285 

Householder  unemployed . 

128 

72 

19.8 

10.6 

129 

0 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

517 

606 

80.2 

89.4 

291 

301 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

130 

205 

100.0 

100.0 

353 

367 

Householder  unemployed . 

43 

53 

33.3 

25.7 

(*) 

0 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

87 

152 

66.7 

74.3 

(*) 

409 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  *  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  1 00,000. 

employed. 
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-Median  earnings  for  families  with  both  employed  and  unemployed 
■s  were  $332  a  week.  However,  earnings  continued  to  vary  by  family 


-  3  - 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment .  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 


Employed .  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 


Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed .  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week,  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awaiting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 


Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does *. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 


Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  value^, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wi(}je 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  inr 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups^ 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  inv^ 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of 

— 

families 

Percent  distribution 

i 

1985 

I 

1986 

1 

1985 

I 

1986 

TOTAL 

Total  families . . . . . . . 

62,151 

62,944 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,251 

10,385 

16.5 

16.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

51,901 

52,559 

83.5 

83.5 

No  member  employed. . . . . . 

2,055 

2,041 

3.3 

3.2 

Some  member  employed . . . 

49,845 

50,518 

80.2 

80.3 

No  one  unemployed . . . 

45,353 

46,077 

73.0 

73.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time......... . . 

42,022 

42,676 

67.6 

67.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,492 

4,441 

7.2 

7.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time.. . . 

3,850 

3,802 

6.2 

6.0 

White 

Total  families . 

53,879 

54,456 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . . . 

8,651 

8 ,809 

16.1 

16.2 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

45,228 

45,647 

83.9 

83.8 

No  member  employed . 

1  ,436 

1,480 

2.7 

2.7 

Some  member  employed . . . 

43,792 

44,168 

8  1.3 

8  1.1 

No  one  unemployed . . . 

40,145 

40,603 

74.5 

74.6 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . . . 

37  ,363 

37,731 

69.3 

69.3 

Some  member  unemployed . . 

3,647 

3,565 

6.8 

6.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . . 

3,135 

3,043 

5.8 

5.6 

Black 

Total  f  amil ies . 

6,746 

6,849 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1  ,395 

1  ,388 

20.7 

20.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

5,351 

5,461 

79.3 

79.7 

No  member  employed . . 

553 

497 

8.2 

7.3 

Some  member  employed . 

4,797 

4,964 

71.1 

72.5 

No  one  unemployed . . . 

4,081 

4,213 

60.5 

6  1.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time... . . . 

3,603 

3,768 

53.4 

55.0 

Some  member  unemployed . . . 

716 

751 

10.6 

1  1  .0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

605 

647 

9.0 

9.4 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . . . 

(1) 

4,195 

(1) 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . 

(1) 

627 

(1) 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force.. . 

(1) 

3,569 

(1) 

85.1 

No  member  employed . . . . . 

(1) 

233 

(1) 

5.6 

Some  member  employed . . . 

(1) 

3,336 

(1) 

79.5 

No  one  unemployed . . . 

(1) 

2,927 

(1) 

69.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

(1) 

2,705 

(1) 

64.5 

Some  member  unemployed  .  .  .  . . . 

(1) 

409 

(1) 

9.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

(1) 

337 

(1) 

8.0 

1/  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available 
on  a  revised  basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the 
population  totals  introduced  in  January  1985. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin 


groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other 
races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanlcs  are  included  in 
both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of 

families 

Percent  distribution 

1 

1985 

I 

1986 

1 

1985 

X 

1986 

Married-couple  families . 

49,613 

50,054 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,402 

7,547 

14.9 

15.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . . . 

42,211 

42,507 

85.1 

84.9 

No  member  employed . . . . 

1,051 

1  ,064 

2.1 

2.1 

Some  member  employed . . . . 

41 ,160 

41  ,443 

83.0 

82.8 

Husband  only.. . . . . . . 

12,331 

12,108 

24.9 

24.2 

Wife  only . . . . . . . . . 

2,546 

2,572 

5.1 

5.1 

Husband  and  wife . . . . . 

22  ,044 

22,587 

44.4 

45.1 

Husband  and  wife  only.. . . . . 

17,600 

18  ,025 

35.5 

36.0 

Other  combinations . . . . . 

4,239 

4,176 

8.5 

8.3 

Families  maintained  by  women . . . . . . . 

10, 148 

10,270 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,562 

2,525 

25.2 

24.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

7,586 

7,745 

74.8 

75.4 

No  member  employed . . . 

844 

806 

8.3 

7.8 

Some  member  employed . . . 

6,742 

6,939 

66.4 

67.6 

Householder  employed..... . . . 

5,502 

5,657 

54.2 

55.1 

Householder  only . 

3,484 

3,592 

34.3 

35.0 

Householder  and  other(s) . . 

2,018 

2  ,065 

19.9 

20.1 

1,240 

1,282 

12.2 

12.5 

Families  maintained  by  men . . . . . . . 

2,391 

2,620 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . . 

287 

313 

12.0 

11.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . . . 

2,104 

2,307 

88.0 

88 . 1 

160 

17  1 

6.7 

6.5 

1  ,943 

2,136 

81.3 

81.5 

1,641 

1  ,829 

68.6 

69.8 

947 

1  ,020 

39.6 

38.9 

694 

809 

29.0 

30.9 

302 

307 

12.6 

11.7 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of 

families 

Percent  distribution 

X 

1985 

X 

1986 

I 

1985 

I 

1986 

Families  with  unemployment . . . . . 

6,547 

6,482 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . . . 

4,492 

4,441 

68.6 

68.5 

With  no  members  employed . 

2,055 

2,041 

3  1.4 

3  1.5 

Married-couple  families . 

4,643 

4,578 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,591 

3,514 

77.3 

76.8 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,051 

1 ,064 

22.6 

23.2 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1  ,906 

1,936 

41.1 

42.3 

Wife  employed . 

1,0  19 

1,013 

2  1.9 

22.1 

Other(s)  employed . 

87 

1  10 

1.9 

2.4 

No  one  employed...... . . . . . 

800 

8  1  3 

17.2 

17.8 

With  wife  unemployed . . . 

1,258 

1  ,248 

27.1 

27.3 

Husband  employed . 

1,136 

1,120 

24.5 

24.5 

Other(s)  employed . 

18 

24 

.4 

.5 

No  one  employed . . . 

104 

104 

2.2 

2.3 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,479 

1  ,394 

31.9 

30.4 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,547 

1,525 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

703 

719 

45.4 

47.1 

With  no  members  employed . 

844 

806 

54.6 

52.9 

With  householder  unemployed . . . 

657 

648 

42.5 

42.5 

Uther(s)  employed . 

108 

99 

7  .0 

6.5 

No  one  employed . . . 

549 

549 

35.5 

36.0 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

890 

877 

57.5 

57.5 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

358 

378 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

197 

207 

55.0 

54.8 

With  no  members  employed . 

160 

171 

44.7 

45.2 

With  householder  unemployed . 

184 

186 

5  1.4 

49.2 

Uther(s)  employed . 

59 

47 

16.5 

12.4 

No  one  employed . 

125 

139 

34.9 

36.8 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

174 

192 

48.6 

50.8 

Table  4,  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(a)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(In  thousands ) 


Characteristic 

1 

1985 

I 

1986 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old , 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old , 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

30,965 

16,883 

14,081 

31,498 

17,071 

14,427 

Married-couple  families . . . 

23,911 

12,427 

11,484 

24,198 

12,560 

11,639 

With  employed  parent (s ), . . . . . 

22,646 

11,773 

10,874 

22,901 

1  1 ,902 

10,999 

Neither  unemployed . . 

21,312 

11,105 

10,208 

21,582 

11,235 

10,347 

Father  emp  loy ed  . . . 

8,269 

3,491 

4,778 

8,117 

3,432 

4,685 

Mother  employed . . 

450 

321 

130 

455 

315 

140 

both  employed . . . . 

12,593 

7,293 

5,300 

13,010 

7,488 

5,522 

One  unemployed..., . . . . 

1  ,333 

668 

666 

1,318 

666 

652 

Father  unemployed . 

595 

310 

286 

614 

335 

279 

Mother  unemployed... . . 

738 

358 

380 

704 

331 

373 

With  no  employed  parent,.., . . 

1  ,265 

653 

610 

1  ,  298 

657 

640 

Father  unemployed . 

453 

163 

290 

503 

1  7  1 

332 

46 

30 

16 

49 

31 

17 

Both  unemployed... . . 

145 

72 

72 

141 

67 

74 

Neither  In  labor  force . . 

621 

388 

232 

605 

388 

217 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,105 

3,816 

2,289 

6,262 

3,823 

2,438 

3,599 

2 , 597 

1,002 

3,745 

2,635 

1,110 

2,506 

1,219 

1  ,288 

2,516 

1,188 

1,328 

528 

300 

229 

540 

282 

2  58 

Not  in  labor  force . . . 

1,978 

919 

1  ,059 

1,976 

906 

1,070 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

949 

641 

308 

1,038 

688 

351 

Father  employed..,,. . 

772 

523 

250 

843 

559 

285 

Father  not  employed . 

177 

118 

58 

195 

129 

66 

88 

56 

32 

100 

53 

A  6 

Not  In  labor  force..., . 

89 

62 

26 

95 

76 

20 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents.. 

2,593 

1  ,289 

1  ,305 

2,651 

1,270 

1,379 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  In  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 

seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

I 

1985 

I 

1986 

Civilian 
non  1  ns  1 1  - 
t  u  1 1 ona 1 
populati¬ 
on 

Civili- 

a  n 

labor 
force 
parti- 
c  1  - 

pat  Ion 
rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

nonl nstl- 
t  u  t Iona  1 
populati¬ 
on 

Clvlli- 

a  n 

labor 
force 
part  1- 
c  1  - 

pat  Ion 
rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 
family 
membe  r( s ) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

ill  families . mamas. . a  a  a  a  a  a  a 

144,831 

64.5 

7,332 

7.9 

66.1 

145,969 

64.8 

7,234 

7.6 

66.2 

in  married-couple  families . 

120,779 

65.2 

5,179 

6.6 

74.3 

121,273 

65.4 

5,078 

6.4 

74.0 

Husbands . . 

49,613 

78.5 

1 ,906 

4.9 

58.0 

50,054 

78.3 

1  ,936 

4.9 

58.0 

Wives . 

49,612 

53.7 

1  ,462 

5.5 

79.9 

50,054 

54.4 

1,439 

5.3 

80.8 

Other  family  niember(s) . . 

21,554 

60.8 

1,811 

13.8 

86.8 

21,165 

60.9 

1 ,703 

13.2 

86.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women... 

19,238 

59.3 

1  .753 

15.4 

45.1 

19 ,408 

60.2 

1,736 

14.9 

46.7 

Householder . 

10,148 

60.7 

657 

10.7 

16.4 

10,270 

61.4 

648 

10.3 

15.2 

Other  family  me mbe r ( 8  )  . 

9,090 

57.7 

1  ,096 

20.9 

62.2 

9,138 

58.9 

1  ,088 

20.2 

65.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,815 

67.3 

400 

12.3 

52  .0 

5,288 

67.9 

419 

11.7 

52.0 

Householder . 

2,391 

76.4 

184 

10.1 

32.0 

2,620 

76.9 

186 

9.2 

24.9 

Other  family  membe r( s  )  .  .  .  .  . . 

2,424 

58.4 

216 

15.3 

68.8 

2,668 

59.1 

233 

14.8 

73.6 

White 

••  ! 

in  families . . . . 

125,363 

64.9 

5,571 

6.8 

69.1 

125,964 

65.2 

5,514 

6.7 

68.4 

In  married-couple  families . . 

108,644 

65.1 

4,355 

6.2 

74.5 

108,651 

65.4 

4  ,256 

6.0 

73.8 

Husbands . . . . 

45,021 

78.6 

1  ,626 

4.6 

58.0 

45,279 

78.4 

1  ,657 

4.7 

57.2 

Wives . 

44,986 

52.9 

1  ,249 

5.3 

8  1.2 

45,235 

53.6 

1  ,229 

5.1 

8  1.4 

Other  family  member(s) . 

18,637 

62.1 

1 ,480 

12.8 

87.0 

18,137 

62.4 

1  ,370 

12.1 

87.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women... 

12,916 

61  .9 

934 

1  1  .7 

49 . 1 

13,124 

62.5 

955 

11.6 

49.6 

Householder . . 

6,940 

62.4 

364 

8.4 

21.1 

7,076 

62.8 

370 

8.3 

20.6 

Other  family  member(s)... . . 

5,976 

61  .4 

570 

15.5 

67.0 

6,048 

62.1 

585 

15.6 

67.9 

Jn  families  maintained  by  men.  .  ... 

3,803 

68.6 

282 

10.8 

52.1 

4,189 

68.7 

303 

10.5 

50.5 

Householder . 

1,915 

77.4 

129 

8.7 

32.6 

2,100 

77.5 

145 

8.9 

24.5 

Other  family  member(s) . 

1  ,688 

59.6 

153 

13.6 

68.6 

2,089 

59.7 

1  58 

12.6 

74.4 

Black 

In  families . .  .  .  ... 

15,446 

61.3 

1,539 

16.3 

55.4  . 

.  15,713 

61.8 

1 ,506 

15.5 

58.8 

In  married-couple  families. . 

8,785 

66.1 

646 

11.1 

74.5 

9,069 

65.7 

663 

11.1 

76.2 

Husbands . •••••••••••••••••• 

3,385 

76.4 

207 

8.0 

61.2 

3,502 

76.2 

217 

8.1 

63.8 

Wives . . . . . 

3,309 

63.8 

165 

7.8 

71.1 

3,415 

62.6 

162 

7.6 

78.3 

Other  family  me mbe r ( s  )  .  •  .  . . 

2,091 

53.1 

274 

24.7 

86.5 

2,152 

53.4 

284 

24.7 

84.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women... 

5,850 

53.9 

790 

25.0 

40.4 

5,797 

55.1 

743 

23.3 

43.5 

Householder . . 

2,977 

57.0 

282 

16.6 

10.2 

2,952 

58.0 

263 

15.3 

7.7 

Other  family  nember(s) . . 

2,873 

50.7 

508 

34.9 

57.0 

2,845 

52.1 

480 

32.4 

63.0 

In  families  maintained  by  men..... 

8  1  1 

62.6 

102 

20.1 

52.0 

847 

66.7 

99 

17.5 

57.6 

Householder.... . . 

393 

7  1.6 

47 

16.8 

29.4 

413 

74.0 

33 

10.9 

27.2 

Other  family  member(s) . 

418 

54.4 

55 

24.2 

71.1 

434 

59.9 

66 

25.2 

72.4 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . . . . . . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

Cl) 

(1) 

10,217 

62.2 

775 

12.2 

6  1.9 

In  married-couple  families . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

7,610 

64.0 

541 

11.1 

67.8 

Husbands . . . . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

2,899 

86.0 

2  18 

8.7 

48.8 

Wives..... . •••••••••• . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

3,013 

48.1 

1  39 

9.6 

80.0 

Other  family  membe r ( 8  )  •  •  . . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

1  ,698 

55.0 

184 

19.7 

80.9 

In  families  maintained  by  women. , . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

CD 

1  ,938 

52.0 

176 

17.5 

45.5 

Householder . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

CD 

978 

49.1 

62 

13.0 

19.2 

Other  family  member(s) . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

960 

54.9 

1  14 

2  1.6 

59.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

669 

71  .4 

58 

12.1 

58.6 

Householder  .  . . 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

292 

83.0 

28 

11.5 

24.3 

Other  family  member(s) . . 

(I) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

(1) 

377 

62.4 

30 

12.6 

90.3 

1_/  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  198  5  are  not  available 
on  a  revised  basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the 
population  t o t a  1  s  In t roduced  In  January  1985  . 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  H 1 s pan  1 c-or lgl n 


groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other 
races"  group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanlcs  are  Included  In 
both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 


TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

One  earner . 

Two  or  more  earners . 

Married-couple  families . 

One  earner  . 

Husband  . 

Wife . . 

Other  family  member . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s) 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

Other  family  members  only  . 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

One  earner  . 

Householder  . 

Other  family  member . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

One  earner  . 

Householder  . 

Other  family  member . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

One  earner . 

Two  or  more  earners . 

Married-couple  families . 

One  earner  . 

Husband  . 

Wife  . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

One  earner  . 

Two  or  more  earners  . ... 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

One  earner  . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

One  earner . 

Two  or  more  earners . 

Married-couple  families . ... 

One  earner  . 

Husband  . 

Wife . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

One  earner  . 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

One  earner  . 

Two  or  more  earners . 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

41,328 

42,101 

100.0 

100.0 

$511 

$531 

18,757 

19,000 

45.4 

45.1 

327 

335 

22,571 

23,101 

54.6 

54.9 

672 

708 

33,320 

33,612 

100.0 

100.0 

564 

597 

13,388 

13,219 

40.2 

39.3 

379 

386 

10,240 

10,120 

30.7 

30.1 

434 

454 

2,419 

2,394 

7.3 

7.1 

222 

225 

729 

705 

2.2 

2.1 

207 

209 

19,932 

20,393 

59.8 

60.7 

696 

733 

13,862 

14,450 

41.6 

43.0 

665 

706 

3,182 

3,188 

9.5 

9.5 

916 

952 

2,112 

1,944 

6.3 

5.8 

675 

701 

571 

633 

1.7 

1.9 

429 

444 

205 

177 

.6 

.5 

495 

454 

6,404 

6,690 

100.0 

100.0 

288 

303 

4,380 

4,635 

68.4 

69.3 

229 

237 

3,452 

3,651 

53.9 

54.6 

239 

248 

928 

984 

14.5 

14.7 

198 

202 

2,024 

2,055 

31.6 

30.7 

476 

495 

1,604 

1,799 

100.0 

100.0 

455 

437 

989 

1,146 

61.6 

63.7 

339 

355 

777 

919 

48.5 

51.1 

400 

378 

212 

226 

13.2 

12.6 

203 

247 

615 

653 

38.4 

36.3 

621 

588 

35,694 

36,203 

100.0 

100.0 

526 

554 

16,003 

16,014 

44.8 

44.2 

350 

360 

19,691 

20,189 

55.2 

55.8 

683 

721 

29,899 

30,063 

100.0 

100.0 

571 

606 

12,216 

11,896 

40.9 

39.6 

390 

400 

9,420 

9,223 

31.5 

30.7 

447 

466 

2,119 

2,052 

7.1 

6.8 

222 

225 

17,683 

18,168 

59.1 

60.4 

704 

743 

12,263 

12,817 

41.0 

42.6 

674 

715 

4,525 

4,718 

100.0 

100.0 

298 

313 

3,034 

3,217 

67.1 

68.2 

236 

245 

1,491 

1,501 

32.9 

31.8 

482 

493 

1,270 

1,421 

100.0 

100.0 

483 

467 

752 

902 

59.2 

63.4 

372 

384 

517 

520 

40.8 

36.6 

618 

621 

4,557 

4,719 

100.0 

100.0 

368 

377 

2,288 

2,498 

50.2 

52.9 

236 

240 

2,269 

2,221 

49.8 

47.1 

574 

596 

2,546 

2,600 

100.0 

100.0 

480 

483 

826 

976 

32.4 

37.5 

259 

262 

562 

622 

22.1 

23.9 

285 

295 

230 

282 

9.0 

10.8 

216 

218 

1,721 

1,624 

67.6 

62.5 

609 

641 

1,249 

1,212 

49.0 

46.6 

585 

629 

1,744 

1,801 

100.0 

100.0 

262 

269 

1,265 

1,313 

72.5 

72.9 

217 

219 

479 

488 

27.5 

27.1 

433 

487 

267 

319 

100.0 

100.0 

314 

339 

198 

210 

74.1 

65.8 

277 

295 

69 

109 

25.9 

34.2 

0 

449 

Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted — Continued 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

ft 

2,997 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

$401 

One  earner . 

ft 

1,545 

ft 

51.6 

ft 

274 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

1,452 

ft 

48.4 

ft 

556 

Married-couple  families . 

ft 

2,274 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

427 

One  earner  . 

0 

1,098 

ft 

48.3 

ft 

294 

Husband  . 

(1 2 3) 

903 

ft 

39.7 

ft 

312 

Wife . 

(3) 

138 

ft 

6.1 

ft 

187 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

0 

1,175 

ft 

51.7 

ft 

579 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

ft 

741 

ft 

32.6 

ft 

545 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

ft 

495 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

275 

One  earner  . 

(3) 

328 

ft 

66.3 

ft 

209 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

ft 

167 

ft 

33.7 

ft 

442 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

ft 

228 

ft 

100.0 

ft 

408 

One  earner  . 

ft 

118 

ft 

52.0 

ft 

332 

Two  or  more  earners . 

ft 

110 

ft 

48.0 

ft 

542 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

3  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1985  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 


January  1986. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 
sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not  presented 
and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

1 

1985 

1 

1986 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners’  . 

4,143 

4,015 

$349 

$332 

Married-couple  families . 

3,262 

3,169 

100.0 

100.0 

373 

351 

Husband  unemployed  . 

1,132 

1,152 

34.7 

36.3 

237 

230 

Wife  only  earner . 

902 

846 

27.6 

26.7 

222 

214 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

154 

191 

4.7 

6.0 

397 

391 

Other  earners  only . 

76 

115 

2.3 

3.6 

0 

193 

Wife  unemployed . 

1,036 

1,030 

31.8 

32.5 

373 

380 

Husband  only  earner . 

898 

882 

27.5 

27.8 

349 

354 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

122 

124 

3.8 

3.9 

592 

570 

Other  earners  only . 

15 

23 

.5 

.7 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  members  unemployed . 

1,094 

988 

33.5 

31.2 

600 

625 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

455 

423 

14.0 

13.3 

477 

402 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

591 

530 

18.1 

16.7 

732 

793 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

48 

35 

1.5 

1.1 

(2) 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women . . 

705 

664 

100.0 

100.0 

280 

271 

Householder  unemployed . 

97 

117 

13.8 

17.6 

(2) 

188 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

608 

547 

86.2 

82.4 

296 

294 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

177 

182 

100.0 

100.0 

315 

328 

Householder  unemployed . 

57 

40 

32.1 

22.3 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed . 

120 

141 

67.9 

77.7 

356 

345 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self-  2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 
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the  families  maintained  by  women  with  no  one  in  the  labor  force  consisted 
of  older  persons  (15-  percent).  The  women  in  this  group  tended  to  be  young, 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary”  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 
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Employed.  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Full-time  workers.  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed.  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week,  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awaiting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed. 


Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 


Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 


Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over-the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower-earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wid^ 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in-; 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  “  " 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 
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Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Characteristic 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

62,194 

62,915 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

10,145 

10,317 

16.3 

16.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

52,049 

52,598 

83.7 

83.6 

No  member  employed . 

1,813 

1,771 

2.9 

2.8 

Some  member  employed . 

50,236 

50,827 

80.8 

80.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

46,127 

46,708 

74.2 

74.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

42,907 

43,401 

69.0 

69.0 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,109 

4,119 

6.6 

6.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,553 

3,573 

5.7 

5.7 

White 

Total  families . 

53,941 

8,610 

54,402 

8,724 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

16.0 

16.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

45,331 

45,678 

84.0 

84.0 

No  member  employed . 

1,262 

1,198 

2.3 

2.2 

Some  member  employed . 

44,069 

44,480 

81.7 

81.8 

No  one  unemployed  . 

40,806 

41,238 

75.6 

75.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

38,125 

38,426 

70.7 

70.6 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,263 

3,242 

6.0 

6.0 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

2,842 

2,827 

5.3 

5.2 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,655 

6,913 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,334 

1,390 

20.0 

20.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

5,321 

5,524 

80.0 

79.9 

No  member  employed . 

482 

509 

7.2 

7.4 

Some  member  employed . 

4,838 

5,015 

72.7 

72.5 

No  one  unemployed . 

4,119 

4,267 

61.9 

'61.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,665 

3,857 

55.1 

55.8 

Some  member  unemployed . 

719 

748 

10.8 

10.8 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

599 

638 

9.0 

9.2 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

O 

4,026 

(') 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

O 

629 

O 

15.6 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

0 

3,397 

(') 

84.4 

No  member  employed . 

(’) 

189 

O 

4.7 

Some  member  employed . 

0 

3,208 

(’) 

79.7 

No  one  unemployed . 

0 

2,826 

O 

70.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time  . 

(’) 

2,620 

O 

65.1 

Some  member  unemployed . 

(') 

382 

O 

9.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

0 

332 

0 

8.2 

1  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1985. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanlc-origin  groups  will  not 


sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races"  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  Included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

Married-couple  families . 

50,082 

50,424 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,396 

7,487 

14.8 

14.8 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,686 

42,937 

85.2 

85.2 

No  member  employed . 

931 

881 

1.9 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

41,756 

42,056 

83.4 

83.4 

Husband  only . 

12,377 

11,898 

24.7 

23.6 

Wife  only  . 

2,336 

2,332 

4.7 

4.6 

Husband  and  wife . 

22,730 

23,542 

45.4 

46.7 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

18,037 

18,705 

36.0 

37.1 

Other  combinations . 

4,313 

4,284 

8.6 

8.5 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

9,788 

10,055 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,474 

2,527 

25.3 

25.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,314 

7,528 

74.7 

74.9 

No  member  employed . 

753 

742 

7.7 

7.4 

Some  member  employed . 

6,561 

6,786 

67.0 

67.5 

Householder  employed  . 

5,326 

5,492 

54.4 

54.6 

Householder  only  . 

3,357 

3,503 

34.3 

34.8 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

1,969 

1,989 

20.1 

19.8 

Other  combinations . 

1,235 

1,294 

12.6 

12.9 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,324 

2,436 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

275 

303 

11.8 

12.4 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

2,049 

2,134 

88.2 

87.6 

No  member  employed . 

130 

148 

5.6 

6.1 

Some  member  employed . 

1,919 

1,985 

82.6 

81.5 

Householder  employed  . 

1,618 

1,697 

69.6 

69.7 

Householder  only  . 

852 

912 

36.7 

37.4 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

766 

785 

33.0 

32-2 

Other  combinations . 

301 

288 

13.0 

11.8 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

Families  with  unemployment . . 

5,922 

5,890 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,109 

4,119 

69.4 

69.9 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,813 

1,771 

30.6 

30.1 

Married-couple  families . 

4,169 

4,139 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,238 

3,258 

77.7 

78.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

931 

881 

22.3 

21.3 

With  husband  unemployed  . 

1,610 

1,529 

38.6 

36.9 

Wife  employed . 

829 

778 

19.9 

18.8 

Other(s)  employed  . 

73 

98 

1.8 

2.4 

No  one  employed  . 

708 

652 

17.0 

15.8 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,232 

1,198 

29.6 

28.9 

Husband  employed . 

1,115 

1,095 

26.7 

26.5 

Other(s)  employed  . 

22 

17 

.5 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

95 

86 

2.3 

2.1 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,327 

1,412 

31.8 

34.1 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,443 

1,405 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

691 

663 

47.9 

47.2 

With  no  members  employed  . 

753 

742 

52.2 

52.8 

With  householder  unemployed . 

622 

613 

43.1 

43.6 

Other(s)  employed  . 

105. 

102 

7.3 

7.3 

No  one  errployed  . 

517 

511 

35.8 

36.4 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

821 

792 

56.9 

56.4 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

310 

347 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed  . 

180 

198 

58.1 

57.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

130 

148 

41.9 

42.7 

With  householder  unemployed . 

135 

146 

43.5 

42.1 

Other(s)  employed  . 

41 

41 

13.2 

11.8 

No  one  employed  . 

94 

105 

30.3 

30.3 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

175 

201 

56.5 

57.9 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

30,955 

16,937 

14,018 

31,416 

17,148 

14,268 

Married-couple  families  . 

24,248 

12,700 

11,548 

24,386 

12,802 

11,584 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,108 

12,082 

11,027 

23,309 

12,238 

11,071 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,853 

11,439 

10,415 

22,070 

1 1 ,603 

10,467 

Father  employed . 

8,385 

3,639 

4,746 

7,984 

3,480 

4,504 

Mother  employed . 

433 

303 

131 

413 

287 

126 

Both  employed . 

13,035 

7,497 

5,538 

13,673 

7,836 

5,837 

One  unemployed  . 

1,254 

643 

612 

1,239 

635 

604 

Father  unemployed  . 

505 

285 

220 

483 

267 

216 

Mother  unemployed  . 

749 

358 

392 

756 

368 

388 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,140 

618 

521 

1,077 

564 

513 

Father  unemployed  . 

398 

146 

252 

381 

140 

240 

Mother  unemployed  . 

46 

29 

17 

39 

28 

11 

Both  unemployed  . 

125 

58 

67 

115 

43 

72 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

571 

385 

185 

542 

353 

190 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,875 

3,682 

2,193 

6,134 

3,754 

2,380 

Mother  employed  . 

3,467 

2,467 

1,000 

3,637 

2,594 

1,043 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,409 

1,215 

1,193 

2,496 

1,160 

1,336 

Unemployed . ,, 

511 

296 

214 

524 

258 

266 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,898 

919 

979 

1,972 

902 

1,070 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

832 

556 

277 

897 

592 

304 

Father  employed  . 

704 

471 

233 

729 

486 

243 

Father  not  employed  . 

128 

85 

43 

168 

106 

61 

Unemployed . 

63 

35 

28 

81 

43 

38 

Not  in  labor  force . 

65 

50 

15 

87 

63 

23 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents  . 

2,397 

1,207 

1,190 

2,379 

1,147 

1,231 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  in  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

— 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

— 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

|  Percent 

Number  . 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

145,282 

64.9 

6,676 

7.1 

66.8 

145,946 

65.4 

6,505 

6.8 

67.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

121,877 

65.5 

4,651 

5.8 

74.9 

122,153 

66.1 

4,539 

5.6 

75.9 

Husbands  . 

50,082 

79.0 

1,610 

4.1 

56.1 

50,424 

78.7 

1,529 

3.9 

57.3 

Wives . 

50,082 

53.9 

1,405 

5.2 

81.8 

50,424 

55.2 

1,356 

4.9 

83.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,713 

61.2 

1,636 

12.3 

87.5 

21,305 

62.1 

1,654 

12.5 

87.1 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

18,597 

59.7 

1,672 

15.1 

46.7 

18,798 

59.9 

1,579 

14.0 

46.2 

Householder  . 

9,788 

60.8 

622 

10.5 

16.8 

10,055 

60.7 

613 

10.0 

16.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

8,809 

58.4 

1,050 

20.4 

64.4 

8,743 

58.9 

966 

18.8 

65.0 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,808 

68.5 

354 

10.7 

55.9 

4,995 

67.8 

387 

11.4 

55.0 

Householder  . 

2,324 

75.4 

135 

7.7 

30.4 

2,436 

75.7 

146 

7.9 

27.9 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,484 

62.0 

219 

14.2 

71.9 

2,559 

60.3 

241 

15.6 

71.4 

White 

In  families  . 

125,794 

65.2 

4,971 

6.1 

69.5 

126,113 

65.8 

4,785 

5.8 

70.7 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,572 

65.5 

3,869 

5.4 

74.8 

109,602 

66.1 

3,694 

5.1 

76.5 

Husbands  . 

45,437 

79.0 

1,368 

3.8 

55.2 

45,625 

78.8 

1,263 

3.5 

57.7 

Wives . 

45,419 

53.1 

1,187 

4.9 

82.4 

45,585 

54.4 

1,144 

4.6 

84.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,716 

62.6 

1,314 

11.2 

88.3 

18,392 

63.4 

1,287 

11.0 

88.0 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

12,504 

61.4 

870 

11.3 

49.2 

12,591 

61.8 

813 

10.4 

48.6 

Householder  . 

6,694 

61.7 

329 

8.0 

20.8 

6,841 

61.6 

338 

8.0 

21.1 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

5,810 

61.1 

541 

15.2 

66.5 

5,750 

62.0 

475 

13.3 

68.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,718 

69.0 

232 

9.0 

56.9 

3,920 

69.4 

278 

10.2 

57.9 

Householder  . 

1,814 

76.0 

98 

7.1 

31.4 

1,935 

77.3 

109 

7.3 

28.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,904 

62.2 

134 

11.3 

75.2 

1,985 

61.7 

169 

13.8 

77.3 

Black 

In  families . 

15,337 

62.5 

1,492 

15.6 

58.3 

15,688 

62.4 

1,504 

15.4 

57.5 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,884 

66.3 

630 

10.7 

77.3 

9,114 

66.5 

685 

11.3 

73.9 

Husbands  . 

3,405 

76.9 

181 

6.9 

67.1 

3,546 

76.5 

213 

7.9 

56.7 

Wives . 

3,327 

64.2 

174 

8.1 

77.2 

3,467 

63.0 

167 

7.7 

78.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,152 

53.0 

275 

24.1 

84.4 

2,101 

55.4 

305 

26.2 

83.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,638 

55.7 

767 

24.4 

43.7 

5,715 

55.9 

731 

22.9 

43.6 

Householder  . 

2,858 

58.9 

278 

16.5 

12.4 

2,970 

59.0 

258 

14.7 

10.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,780 

52.4 

489 

33.6 

61.6 

2,745 

52.5 

473 

32.8 

61.5 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

815 

67.1 

96 

17.6 

50.0 

859 

61.4 

86 

16.3 

47.7 

Householder  . 

403 

73.3 

28 

9.5 

0 

407 

68.3 

27 

9.7 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

412 

61.4 

68 

27.1 

60.9 

452 

55.3 

59 

23.8 

(’) 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . 

(1 2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

9,748 

62.8 

659 

10.8 

66.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

7,420 

64.9 

467 

9.7 

75.6 

Husbands  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

2,813 

84.8 

156 

6.5 

54.1 

Wives . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

<2) 

(2) 

2,931 

49.6 

123 

8.5 

83.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

1,676 

57.9 

188 

19.3 

88.7 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

1,812 

51.3 

140 

15.1 

41.4 

Householder  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

972 

48.9 

57 

12.0 

0 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

840 

54.0 

83 

18.3 

59.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

516 

73.1 

52 

13.8 

(’) 

Householder  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

238 

81.3 

25 

13.0 

O 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

(2) 

278 

66.3 

27 

14.7 

lJL. 

1  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  60,000.  NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races”  group  are  not 

basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

January  1985.  population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

TOTAL 

-1 

— 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . . 

41,403 

41,775 

100.0 

100.0 

S514 

S534 

One  earner . 

18,415 

18,177 

44.5 

43.5 

331 

333 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,988 

23,597 

55.5 

56.5 

677 

705 

Married-couple  families . 

33,599 

33,741 

100.0 

100.0 

569 

594 

One  earner  . 

13,193 

12,840 

39.3 

38.1 

378 

385 

Husband  . 

10,314 

9,862 

30.7 

29.2 

425 

446 

Wife . 

2,166 

2,185 

6.4 

6.5 

204 

211 

Other  family  member . 

713 

793 

2.1 

2.4 

215 

202 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

20,406 

20,901 

60.7 

61.9 

696 

729 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

14,458 

14,915 

43.0 

44.2 

666 

698 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,188 

3,270 

9.5 

9.7 

888 

950 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,164 

2,091 

6.4 

6.2 

702 

709 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

463 

475 

1.4 

1.4 

437 

446 

Other  family  members  only  . 

132 

150 

•4 

.4 

422 

535 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

6,116 

6,330 

100.0 

100.0 

288 

304 

One  earner . 

4,214 

4,343 

68.9 

68.6 

227 

238 

Householder  . 

3,275 

3,418 

53.5 

54.0 

238 

247 

Other  family  member . 

940 

926 

15.4 

14.6 

188 

199 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1.902 

1,987 

311 

31.4 

479 

495 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1.688 

1,703 

100.0 

100.0 

452 

448 

One  earner  . 

1,008 

994 

59.7 

58.3 

359 

347 

Householder  . 

777 

785 

46.0 

46.1 

390 

391 

Other  family  member . 

231 

209 

13.7 

12.3 

216 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

681 

709 

40.3 

41.7 

640 

620 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

35,678 

36,005 

100.0 

100.0 

532 

558 

One  earner . 

15,596 

15,389 

43.7 

42.7 

353 

360 

Two  or  more  earners . 

20,081 

20,616 

56.3 

57.3 

689 

718 

Married-couple  families . 

30,082 

30,170 

100.0 

100.0 

577 

603 

One  earner  . 

1 1 ,946 

1 1 ,628 

39.7 

38.5 

386 

397 

Husband  . 

9.465 

9,070 

31.5 

30.1 

436 

460 

Wife . 

1,839 

1 .863 

6.1 

6.2 

206 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

18,136 

18,542 

60.3 

61.5 

703 

738 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,834 

13,156 

42.7 

43.6 

674 

707 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,323 

4,501 

100.0 

100.0 

306 

325 

One  earner  . 

2,882 

2,990 

66.7 

66.4 

241 

250 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,441 

1,512 

33.3 

33.6 

486 

502 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,273 

1,334 

100.0 

100.0 

473 

473 

One  earner  . 

768 

771 

60.3 

57.8 

373 

372 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

505 

562 

39.7 

42.2 

678 

637 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,599 

4,713 

100.0 

100.0 

381 

378 

One  earner . 

2,314 

2,337 

50.3 

49.6 

226 

230 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,285 

2,377 

49.7 

50.4 

570 

587 

Married-couple  families . 

2,624 

2,700 

100.0 

100.0 

478 

491 

One  earner  . 

882 

869 

33.6 

32.2 

273 

249 

Husband  . 

554 

536 

21.1 

19.9 

333 

287 

\A/jf*>  . 

282 

255 

10.8 

9.5 

188 

201 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,743 

1,832 

66.4 

67.8 

611 

619 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,274 

1,383 

48.5 

51.2 

586 

597 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,641 

1,709 

100.0 

100.0 

242 

256 

One  earner  . 

1,233 

1,276 

75.1 

74.7 

201 

213 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

408 

433 

24.9 

25.3 

440 

457 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

334 

304 

100.0 

100.0 

406 

362 

One  earner  . 

200 

192 

59.8 

63.1 

325 

309 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

134 

112 

40.2 

36.9 

542 

486 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted— Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

Characteristic 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

Hispanic  origin 

amilies  with  wage  or  salary  earners1 . 

0 

2,855 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

$402 

One  earner . 

(2) 

1,418 

(2) 

49.7 

(2) 

265 

Two  or  more  earners . 

(2) 

1,437 

(2) 

50.3 

(2) 

568 

Married-couple  families . 

(2) 

2,189 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

438 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

995 

(2) 

45.5 

(2) 

278 

Husband  . 

(2) 

843 

(2) 

38.5 

(2) 

292 

Wife . 

(2) 

99 

(2) 

4.5 

(2) 

(3) 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

1,194 

(2) 

54.5 

(2) 

617 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

<2) 

768 

(2) 

35.1 

(2) 

562 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

(2) 

490 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

284 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

319 

(2) 

65.1 

(2) 

223 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

171 

(2) 

34.9 

(2) 

444 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

(2) 

175 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

353 

One  earner  . 

(*> 

104 

(2) 

59.1 

(2) 

263 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

72 

(2) 

40.9 

(2) 

(3) 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1985. 

3  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and  weighting 


procedures  and  may  differ  slightly  from  previously  published  data. 
Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using  $50 
centered  intervals  rather  than  the  $10  intervals  previously  used;  data  for 
1984  have  been  recalculated.  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races’’ 
group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and 
black  population  groups. 


Table  7.  Families  with  unemployed  members  and  wage  and  salary  earners  by  type  of  family  and  median  usual  weekly  wage 
and  salary  earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

IV 

1985 

IV 

1984 

,v 

1985 

Families  with  unemployment  and  wage  and  salary  earners’  .. 

3,758 

3,663 

$349 

$350 

Married-couple  families . 

2,881 

2,818 

100.0 

100.0 

381 

379 

Husband  unemployed  . 

856 

778 

29.7 

27.6 

218 

213 

Wife  only  earner . 

686 

617 

23.8 

21.9 

206 

203 

Wife  and  other  earner(s) . 

97 

95 

3.4 

3.4 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  earners  only . 

73 

66 

2.5 

2.3 

n 

(2) 

Wife  unemployed . 

1,032 

987 

35.8 

35.0 

383 

393 

Husband  oniy  earner . 

850 

830 

29.5 

29.4 

359 

348 

Husband  and  other  earner(s) . 

159 

145 

5.5 

5.2 

566 

610 

Other  earners  only . 

23 

11 

.8 

.4 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  members  unemployed . 

992 

1,053 

34.4 

37.4 

586 

542 

Husband  or  wife  earners  . 

444 

442 

15.4 

15.7 

471 

409 

Husband  and  wife  earners  . 

511 

542 

17.7 

19.2 

739 

748 

Other  combinations  of  earners  . 

37 

70 

1.3 

2.5 

n 

(2) 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

705 

638 

100.0 

100.0 

242 

265 

Householder  unemployed . 

115 

89 

16.3 

14.0 

169 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

590 

549 

83.7 

86.0 

257 

265 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

173 

207 

100.0 

100.0 

394 

334 

Householder  unemployed . 

40 

41 

22.9 

19.6 

(2) 

(2) 

Other  member(s)  unemployed  . 

133 

167 

77.1 

80.4 

439 

427 

'  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  not  shown  where  base  is  less  than  100,000. 

NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and  weighting 


procedures  and  may  differ  slightly  from  previously  published  data. 
Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using  $50 
centered  intervals  rather  than  the  $10  intervals  previously  used;  data  for 
1984  have  been  recalculated. 


Table  8.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

Married-couple  families . 

49,737 

49,991 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,367 

7,466 

14.8 

14.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,370 

42,526 

85.2 

85.1 

No  member  employed . 

996 

920 

2.0 

1.8 

Some  member  employed . 

41,374 

41,606 

83.2 

83.2 

Husband  only . 

12,668 

12,274 

25.5 

24.6 

Wife  only  . 

2,358 

2,368 

4.7 

4.7 

Husband  and  wife . 

21,922 

22,550 

44.1 

45.1 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

17,251 

17,761 

34.7 

35.5 

Other  combinations . 

4,426 

4,414 

8.9 

8.8 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

9,897 

10,122 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,465 

2,484 

24.9 

24.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,432 

7,638 

75.1 

75.5 

No  member  employed . 

781 

801 

7.9 

7.9 

Some  member  employed . 

6,652 

6,837 

67.2 

67.5 

Householder  employed  . 

5,397 

5,540 

54.5 

54.7 

Householder  only  . 

3,410 

3,463 

34.5 

34.2 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

1,987 

2,077 

20.1 

20.5 

Other  combinations . 

1,255 

1,297 

12.7 

12.8 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,247 

2,395 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

273 

281 

12.1 

11.7 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

1,974 

2,114 

87.9 

88.3 

No  member  employed . 

132 

144 

5.9 

6.0 

Some  member  employed . 

1,842 

1,970 

82.0 

82.3 

Householder  employed  . 

1,558 

1,680 

69.3 

70.1 

Householder  only  . 

825 

913 

36.7 

38.1 

Householder  and  other(s)  . 

733 

767 

32.6 

32.0 

Other  combineftions . 

284 

290 

12.6 

12.1 

Table  9.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  annual 
averages 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

1984 

1985 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

30,953 

16,940 

14,014 

31,158 

17,003 

14,155 

Married-couple  families . 

24,130 

12,621 

11,508 

24,080 

12,587 

11,494 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

22,937 

11,997 

10,940 

22,954 

12,004 

10,951 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,612 

11,353 

10,258 

21,684 

11,370 

10,315 

Father  employed . 

8,710 

3,817 

4,893 

8,349 

3,630 

4,719 

Mother  employed . 

451 

317 

134 

429 

302 

127 

Both  employed . 

12,451 

7,219 

5,231 

12,906 

7,438 

5,469 

One  unemployed  . 

1,325 

643 

682 

1,270 

634 

636 

Father  unemployed  . 

559 

293 

266 

504 

265 

239 

Mother  unemployed  . 

766 

350 

416 

766 

369 

397 

With  no  employed  parent . 

1,193 

625 

568 

1,125 

582 

543 

Father  unemployed  . 

430 

149 

281 

393 

138 

254 

Mother  unemployed  . 

44 

25 

19 

40 

27 

14 

Both  unemployed  . 

127 

62 

65 

118 

52 

66 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

592 

389 

203 

574 

365 

209 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,987 

3,756 

2,231 

6,147 

3,800 

2,346 

Mother  employed  . 

3,548 

2,541 

1,007 

3,647 

2,620 

1,027 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,439 

1,216 

1,223 

2,499 

1,180 

1,319 

Unemployed . 

518 

304 

214 

542 

292 

250 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,921 

912 

1,009 

1,957 

888 

1,069 

Families  maintained-by  men . 

837 

562 

275 

931 

616 

316 

Father  employed  . 

694 

474 

220 

766 

507 

258 

Father  not  employed  . 

142 

87 

55 

166 

108 

58 

Unemployed  . 

65 

36 

29 

79 

45 

34 

Not  in  labor  force . 

77 

51 

26 

87 

63 

24 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,509 

1,219 

1,290 

2,442 

1,188 

1,254 

Table  10.  Families  with  wa$e  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  '  . 

40,944 

41,616 

100.0 

100.0 

$499 

$522 

One  earner . 

18,838 

18,775 

46.0 

45.1 

323 

333 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,106 

22,841 

54.0 

54.9 

660 

692 

Married-couple  families . 

33,070 

33,459 

100.0 

100.0 

548 

582 

One  earner  . 

13,532 

13,347 

40.9 

39.9 

371 

385 

Husband  . 

10,604 

10,346 

32.1 

30.9 

418 

440 

Wife . 

2,220 

2,243 

6.7 

6.7 

205 

217 

Other  family  member . 

708 

758 

2.1 

2.3 

197 

204 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

19,537 

20,112 

59.1 

60.1 

682 

715 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

13,564 

14,019 

41.0 

41.9 

650 

684 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

3,130 

3,242 

9.5 

9.7 

893 

940 

Husband  and  other  family  member(s) . 

2,182 

2,159 

6.6 

6.5 

685 

689 

Wife  and  other  family  member(s)  . 

498 

514 

1.5 

1.5 

424 

454 

Other  family  members  only  . 

162 

176 

.5 

.5 

413 

468 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

6,294 

6,470 

100.0 

100.0 

284 

297 

One  earner  . 

4,343 

4,397 

69.0 

68.0 

227 

234 

Householder  . 

3,366 

3,432 

53.5 

53.0 

235 

243 

Other  family  member . 

977 

965 

15.5 

14.9 

199 

200 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,951 

2,073 

31.0 

32.0 

455 

487 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,581 

1,688 

100.0 

100.0 

421 

450 

One  earner  . 

963 

1,031 

60.9 

61.1 

334 

346 

Householder  . 

738 

809 

46.7 

47.9 

374 

390 

Other  family  member . 

224 

222 

14.2 

13.2 

214 

212 

Two  or  more  earners  .* . 

618 

656 

39.1 

38.9 

611 

625 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1  . 

35,331 

35,848 

100.0 

100.0 

514 

543 

One  earner . 

15,996 

15,972 

45.3 

44.6 

344 

357 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,336 

19,876 

54.7 

55.4 

671 

702 

Married-couple  families . 

29,585 

29,899 

100.0 

100.0 

557 

589 

One  earner  . 

12,218 

12,097 

41.3 

40.5 

381 

395 

Husband  . 

9,703 

9,496 

32.8 

31.8 

426 

452 

Wife . 

1,879 

1,925 

6.4 

6.4 

207 

218 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

17,368 

17,802 

58.7 

59.5 

689 

723 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

12,017 

12,394 

40.6 

41.5 

656 

691 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

4,510 

4,616 

100.0 

100.0 

299 

311 

One  earner . 

3,033 

3,068 

67.3 

66.5 

239 

244 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,476 

1,548 

32.7 

33.5 

463 

497 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,236 

1,333 

100.0 

100.0 

442 

475 

One  earner  . 

745 

806 

60.2 

60.5 

348 

369 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

491 

526 

39.8 

39.5 

630 

637 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

4,579 

4,668 

100.0 

100.0 

366 

378 

One  earner . 

2,375 

2,334 

51.9 

50.0 

226 

235 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,205 

2,334 

48.1 

50.0 

557 

582 

Married-couple  families . 

2,648 

2,671 

100.0 

100.0 

463 

487 

One  earner  . 

967 

902 

36.5 

33.8 

260 

257 

Husband  . 

634 

580 

23.9 

21.7 

309 

292 

Wife . 

281 

257 

10.6 

9.6 

188 

206 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

1,681 

1,769 

63.5 

66.2 

600 

622 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

1,216 

1,258 

45.9 

47.1 

582 

603 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,640 

1,703 

100.0 

100.0 

240 

259 

One  earner  . 

1,218 

1,242 

74.2 

72.9 

203 

213 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

422 

461 

25.8 

27.1 

412 

448 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

292 

294 

100.0 

100.0 

365 

360 

One  earner  . 

190 

191 

65.2 

64.9 

289 

294 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

101 

103 

34.8 

35.1 

520 

521 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Table  10.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and 
salary  earnings,  annual  averages— Continued 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

— 

Median  weekly  earnings 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

1984 

1985 

Hispanic  origin 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners' . 

(1 2) 

2,880 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

$404 

One  earner . 

(2) 

1,428 

(2) 

49.6 

(2) 

265 

Two  or  more  earners . 

(2) 

1,452 

(2) 

50.4 

(2) 

561 

Married-couple  families . 

(2) 

2,205 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

444 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

1,007 

<2) 

45.7 

(2) 

285 

Husband  . 

(2) 

838 

(2) 

38.0 

(2) 

304 

Wife . 

(2) 

118 

(2) 

5.3 

(2) 

185 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

1,198 

(2) 

54.3 

(2) 

595 

Husband  and  wife  only  . 

(2) 

758 

(2) 

34.4 

(2) 

559 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

(2) 

487 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

270 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

320 

(2) 

65.8 

(2) 

207 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

167 

(2) 

34.2 

(2) 

442 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

(2) 

188 

(2) 

100.0 

(2) 

366 

One  earner  . 

(2) 

100 

(2) 

53.5 

(2) 

266 

Two  or  more  earners  . 

(2) 

87 

(2) 

46.5 

(2) 

461 

1  Excludes  families  where  the  husband,  wife,  or  householder  is  self- 
employed. 

2  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1985. 

NOTE:  Data  on  families  for  1984  reflect  revised  editing  and  weighting 
procedures  and  may  differ  slightly  from  previously  published  data. 


Moreover,  data  on  median  weekly  earnings  are  now  derived  using  $50 
centered  intervals  rather  than  the  $10  intervals  previously  used;  data  for 
1984  have  been  recalculated.  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic- 
origin  groups  will  not  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  “other  races” 
group  are  not  presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and 
black  population  groups. 
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EMPLOYMENT  AND  EARNINGS  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  FAMILIES: 

THIRD  QUARTER  1985 

Three-quarters  of  the  Nation's  families  had  at  least  one  member 
employed  full  time  in  the  third  quarter  of  1985,  essentially  unchanged  from 
a  year  earlier,  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
reported  today.  (See  table  A.)  Other  third-quarter  highlights  are: 

— More  than  80  percent  of  all  families,  or  a  total  of  50.6  million 
families,  had  at  least  ’one  employed  member  in  the  household.  Three-fourths 
of  the  whites  and  Hispanics  reported  having  a  full-time  worker  in  the 
household;  among  blacks,  the  proportion  was  two-thirds.  (See  table  1.) 

— No  labor  force  activity  was  reported  in  more  than  10  million 
families,  largely  because  members  were  of  retirement  age  and  beyond.  In 
another  1.8  million  families,  all  labor  force  participants  were  unemployed. 
Black  families  were  about  3-1/2  times  as  likely  as  white  families  to  be  in 
the  latter  category.  (See  table  1.) 

— Over  four-fifths  of  all  married-couple  families  contained  at  least 
one  employed  member.  In  the  majority  of  these  families,  both  husband  and 
wife  held  jobs.  Over  the  year,  the  number  of  these  dual-worker  families 
rose  by  570,000  to  reach  22.4  million.  Someone  was  employed  in  about 
two-thirds  of  the  families  maintained  by  a  woman,  no  husband  present,  and 
in  most  cases  (4  out  of  5)  it  was  the  woman  herself.  (See  table  2.) 

— The  number  of  married-couple  families  with  unemployment  declined  by 
nearly  150,000  to  less  than  4.4  million  in  the  third  quarter.  Husbands 
accounted  for  most  of  the  decrease.  Offsetting  the  decline  in 
married-couple  unemployment  was  an  increase  among  families  maintained  by 
women.  (See  table  3.) 

— About  8  percent  of  the  31.2  million  families  with  children  under  18 
contained  an  unemployed  parent.  The  mother  was  jobless  in  about  9-1/2 
percent  of  the  families  maintained  by  women  while,  in  married-couple 
families,  7-1/2  percent  had  one  or  both  parents  unemployed.  These 
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proportions  were  higher  where  there  were  children  tinder  age  6  than  where 
the  youngest  child  was  6  to  17  years  old.  (See  table  4.) 

—At  $520,  the  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary  earnings  of  families 
were  3.8  percent  above  the  year-ago  level.  This  exceeded  by  a  small  margin 
the  3.4-percent  rise  in  consumer  prices  as  measured  by  the  Consumer  Price 
Index  for  All  Urban  Consumers  (CPI-U).  Earnings  of  married-couple  families 
($581)  continued  to  be  about  twice  those  of  families  maintained  by  women 
($296).  Median  earnings  of  black  families  ($376)  remained  lower  than  for 
Hispanic  ($410)  or  white  ($542)  families.  (See  table  6.) 

Table  A.  Summary  labor  force  characteristics  of  families,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 

(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1984 

III 

1985 

Change 

Tntal  f ami 1 i es ........................................ 

61,979 

62,666 

687 

With  employed  member(s)... . 

50,260 

50,643 

383 

Percent  of  total  families. . . 

81.1 

80.8 

-.3 

With  member(s)  employed  full-time . 

46,626 

46,909 

283 

Percent  of  total  families . . . . . 

75.2 

74.9 

-.3 

With  unemployed  member(s) . 

6,298 

6,284 

-14 

Percent  with  employed  member(s) . . 

72.0 

71.4 

-.6 

Percent  of  total  families. . . . . . 

10.2 

10.0 

-.2 

With  unemployed  member(s),  none  employed . 

1,765 

1,796 

31 

Percent  of  total  families . 

2.8 

2.9 

.1 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . . 

9,954 

10,228 

274 

Percent  with  no  members  under  60  years  old . 

61.4 

61.7 

.3 

Percent  of  total  families . . . 

16.1 

16.3 

.2 

With  children  under  6  years  old . . . 

14,048 

14,240 

192 

Percent  with  employed  parent(s) . 

87.8 

86.7 

-1.1 

Percent  with  employed  mother . . 

47.4 

48.2 

.8 

Percent  of  total  families . . 

22.7 

22.7 

EXPLANATORY  NOTE 


The  estimates  in  this  release  were  obtained  from  the  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS),  which  provides  basic  information  on  the  labor  force, 
employment,  and  unemployment.  The  survey  is  conducted  monthly  for  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  from  a 
scientifically  selected  national  sample  of  households,  with  coverage  in  all 
50  States  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  size  of  the  monthly  sample  is 
about  59,500  households.  The  earnings  data  are  collected  from  one-quarter 
of  the  CPS  monthly  sample  and  are  limited  to  wages  and  salaries.  The  data, 
therefore,  exclude  self-employment  income. 

Reliability 

In  any  sample  survey,  variations  in  the  data  can  occur  by  chance 
because  a  sample,  rather  than  the  whole  of  the  population,  is  surveyed. 
The  standard  error  is  a  measure  of  such  potential  variation.  The  chances 
are  about  68  out  of  100  that  an  estimate  from  the  survey  differs  from  a 
figure  that  would  be  obtained  from  a  complete  census  by  less  than  one 
standard  error.  The  chances  are  about  90  out  of  100  that  such  a  difference 
would  be  less  than  1.6  standard  errors.  All  statements  of  comparisons  in 
the  text  of  this  release  are  significant  at  1.6  or  more  standard  errors. 

Standard  errors  for  numbers  and  proportions  of  families  can  be 
approximated  using  tables  found  in  the  Household  Data  section  of  the 
Explanatory  Notes  in  Employment  and  Earnings.  Representative  standard 
errors  for  median  family  earnings  are  available  from  BLS  upon  request. 

Definitions 

The  principal  definitions  used  in  this  release  are  described  briefly 
below. 

Family.  A  family  is  a  group  of  two  or  more  persons  residing  together  who 
are  related  by  blood,  marriage,  or  adoption.  The  count  of  families  is  for 
"primary"  families  only,  that  is,  the  householder  and  all  other  persons 
related  to  and  residing  with  the  householder.  Not  included  are  unrelated 
subfamilies.  Families  are  classified  either  as  married-couple  families  or 
families  maintained  by  women  or  men  without  spouses. 

Householder.  A  householder  is  the  person  in  whose  name  the  housing  unit  is 
owned  or  rented. 

Children.  Children  are  defined  as  "own"  children,  that  is,  never-married 
sons,  daughters,  step-children,  and  adopted  children.  Excluded  are  other 
related  children,  such  as  nieces,  nephews,  grandchildren,  and  cousins,  and 
unrelated  children. 


-  4  - 

Employed „  Employed  persons  are  those  who  during  the  survey  week:  (a)  Did 
any  work  at  all  as  paid  civilians;  (b)  worked  in  their  own  business  or 
profession  or  on  their  own  farms;  or  (c)  worked  15  hours  or  more  as  an 
unpaid  worker  in  a  family  operated  enterprise.  Also  included  are  those  who 
were  temporarily  absent  from  their  jobs  because  of  illness,  vacation,  bad 
weather,  labor-management  disputes,  or  personal  reasons. 

Ful 1- 1 ime  wo rke r s .  Persons  who  usually  work  35  hours  or  more  per  week  on 
their  sole  or  principal  job.  Persons  who  work  less  than  35  hours  are 
part-time  workers. 

Unemployed.  The  unemployed  are  persons  who  had  no  employment  during  the 
survey  week,  were  available  for  work  at  that  time  and  made  specific  efforts 
to  find  employment  sometime  during  the  prior  4  weeks.  Persons  laid  off 
from  their  former  jobs  and  awaiting  recall  and  those  expecting  to  report 
to  a  job  within  30  days  need  not  be  looking  for  work  to  be  classified  as 
unemployed . 

Civilian  labor  force.  The  civilian  labor  force  is  the  sum  of  the  employed 
and  the  unemployed. 

Wage  and  salary  workers.  Workers  who  receive  wages,  salaries,  commissions, 
tips,  payment  in  kind,  or  piece  rates.  Persons  who  report  themselves  as 
self-employed,  including  those  whose  businesses  are  incorporated,  are 
excluded  from  coverage  in  these  earnings  data. 

Usual  weekly  earnings.  Data  on  usual  weekly  earnings  are  provided  from 
responses  to  the  question,  "How  much  does .. .USUALLY  earn  per  week  at  this 
job  before  deductions?  Include  any  overtime  pay,  commissions,  or  tips 
usually  received."  The  response  is  for  the  worker's  sole  or  principal  job, 
and  the  term  "usual"  is  as  perceived  by  the  respondent.  If  the  respondent 
asks  for  a  definition  of  "usual,"  interviewers  are  instructed  to  define  the 
term  as  more  than  half  the  weeks  worked  during  the  past  4  or  5  months. 

Median  weekly  earnings.  The  median  of  weekly  earnings  is  the  value  at 
which  50  percent  of  the  earnings  distribution  lies  above  and  50  percent 
lies  below.  The  estimating  procedure  places  each  reported  earnings  value 
into  intervals  which  are  centered  around  multiples  of  $50.  The  actual 
value  is  calculated  through  linear  interpolation  of  the  interval  in  which 
the  median  lies. 

Over- the-year  changes  in  the  medians  for  component  groups  may  not 
necessarily  be  consistent  with  the  changes  estimated  for  the  overall  median 
and  therefore  are  not  presented  in  this  release.  Circumstances  under  which 
this  can  occur  include:  (1)  Even  though  medians  of  component,  groups  may 
rise,  if  the  lower- earnings  group  accounts  for  a  sufficiently  increased 
share  of  the  total,  the  overall  median  can  rise  less  than  for  any  of  the 
groups;  and  (2)  survey  observations  tend  to  be  clustered  at  rounded  values, 
such  as  $250,  $300,  and  $400,  and  an  estimated  median  lying  in  a  $50-wide 
centered  interval  containing  such  a  cluster  changes  more  slowly  than  one  in 
non-clustered  intervals.  For  example,  if  the  medians  for  component  groups 
are  not  in  a  cluster  but  the  overall  group  median  is,  then  the  increase  ir. 
the  overall  median  will  be  less  than  for  the  components. 


Table  1.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

TOTAL 

Total  families . 

61,979 

62,666 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

9,954 

10,228 

16.1 

16.3 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

52,025 

52,439 

83.9 

83.7 

No  member  employed . 

1,765 

1,796 

2.8 

2.9 

Some  member  employed . 

50,260 

50,643 

81.1 

80.8 

No  one  unemployed . 

45,727 

46,155 

73.8 

73.7 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

42,656 

42,988 

68.8 

68.6 

Some  member  unemployed . 

4,533 

4,488 

7.3 

7.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,970 

3,921 

6.4 

6.3 

Whits 

Total  families . 

53,693 

54,200 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

8.488 

8,745 

15.8 

16.1 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

45,205 

45,456 

84.2 

83.9 

No  member  employed . 

1,213 

1,196 

2.3 

2.2  . 

Some  member  employed . 

43,992 

44,259 

81.9 

81.7 

No  one  unemployed  . 

40,494 

40,751 

75.4 

75.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

37,943 

38,104 

70.7 

70.3 

Some  member  unemployed . 

3,498 

3,508 

6.5 

6.5 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,113 

3,082 

5.8 

5.7 

Black 

Total  families . 

6,735 

6,906 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

1,294 

1,276 

19.2 

18.5 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

5,441 

5,630 

80.8 

81.5 

No  member  employed . 

502 

548 

7.5 

7.9 

Some  member  employed . 

4,940 

5,082 

73.3 

73.6 

No  one  unemployed . 

4,054 

4,230 

60.2 

61.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

3,607 

3,795 

53.6 

55.0 

Some  member  unemployed . 

686 

852 

13.2 

12.3 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

730 

727 

10.8 

10.5 

Hispanic  origin 

Total  families . 

O 

3,981 

0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

O 

598 

(’) 

15.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

0 

3,383 

(') 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

O 

189 

(’) 

4.7 

Some  member  employed . 

0 

3,194 

0 

80.2 

No  one  unemployed  . . . 

0 

2,789 

(’) 

70.1 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

0 

2,606 

(’) 

65.5 

Some  member  unemployed . 

0 

405 

0 

10.2 

One  or  more  employed  full  time . 

o 

340 

(’) 

8.5 

1  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised  sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 

basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in  presented  and  Hispanics  are  Included  in  both  the  white  and  black 

January  1985.  population  groups. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 


Table  2.  Families  by  employment  status  of  members  and  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally 
adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

Married-couple  families . 

49,870 

50,185 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

7,339 

7,548 

14.7 

15.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

42,531 

42,637 

85.3 

85.0 

No  member  employed . 

899 

842 

1.8 

1.7 

Some  member  employed . 

41,631 

41,795 

83.5 

83.3 

Husband  only . 

12,832 

12,394 

25.7 

24.7 

Wife  only  . 

2,198 

2,212 

4.4 

4.4 

Husband  and  wife . 

21,863 

22,431 

43.8 

44.7 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

16,890 

17,363 

33.9 

34.6 

Other  combinations . 

4,738 

4,758 

9.5 

9.5 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

9,851 

10,116 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

2,345 

2,420 

23.8 

23.9 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force  . 

7,506 

7,696 

76.2 

76.1 

No  member  employed . 

747 

821 

7.6 

8.1 

Some  member  employed . 

6,760 

6,875 

68.6 

68.0 

Householder  employed  . 

5,432 

5,526 

55.1 

54.6  - 

Householder  only . 

3,336 

3,360 

33.9 

33.2 

Householder  and  other(s) . 

2,096 

2,166 

21.3 

21.4 

Other  combinations . 

1,328 

1,349 

13.5 

13.3 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

2,258 

2.365 

100.0 

100.0 

With  no  members  in  the  labor  force . 

270 

259 

12.0 

11.0 

With  at  least  one  member  in  the  labor  force . 

1,988 

2,106 

88.0 

80.0 

No  member  employed . 

119 

134 

5.3 

5.7 

Some  member  employed . 

1,869 

1,972 

82.8 

83.4 

Householder  employed  . 

1,557 

1,674 

69.0 

70.8 

Householder  only  . 

787 

868 

34.9 

38.7 

Householder  and  other(s) . 

770 

806 

34.1 

34.1 

Other  combinations . 

312 

298 

13.8 

12.6 

Table  3.  Families  with  unemployed  members  by  type  of  family,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of  families 

Percent  distribution 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

Families  with  unemployment . 

6,298 

6,284 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

4,533 

4,488 

72.0 

71.4 

With  no  members  employed . 

1,765 

1,796 

28.0 

28.6 

Married-couple  families . 

4,494 

4,350 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

3,594 

3,509 

80.0 

80.7 

With  no  members  employed  . 

899 

842 

20.0 

19.4 

With  husband  unemployed . 

1,557 

1,458 

34.6 

33.5 

Wife  employed . 

798 

758 

17.8 

17.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

97 

98 

2.2 

2.3 

No  one  employed  . 

662 

601 

14.7 

13.8 

With  wife  unemployed . 

1,369 

1,367 

30.5 

31.4 

Husband  employed . 

1,235 

1,254 

27.5 

28.8 

Other(s)  employed  . 

39 

17 

.9 

.4 

No  one  employed  . 

95 

96 

2.1 

2.2 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

1,568 

1,525 

34.9 

35.1 

Families  maintained  by  women  . 

1,477 

1,606 

100,0 

100.0' 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . . . 

731 

785 

49.5 

48.9 

With  no  members  employed  . 

747 

821 

50.6 

51.1 

With  householder  unemployed . 

615 

681 

41.6 

42.4 

Other(s)  employed  . 

122 

124 

8.3 

7.7 

No  one  employed  . 

493 

557 

33.4 

34.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

862 

925 

58.4 

57.6 

Families  maintained  by  men  . 

327 

328 

100.0 

100.0 

With  one  or  more  members  employed . 

207 

194 

63.3 

59.1 

With  no  members  employed  . 

119 

194 

36.4 

40.9 

With  householder  unemployed . 

124 

142 

37.9 

43.3 

Other(s)  employed  . 

43 

48 

13.1 

14.6 

No  one  employed  . 

81 

94 

24.8 

28.7 

With  other  member(s)  unemployed . 

203 

186 

62.1 

56.7 

Table  4.  Families  with  children  under  18  years  old  by  the  employment  status  of  parent(s)  and  type  of  family,  quarterly 
averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(In  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1984 

III 

1985 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total 

With  children 

6  to  17 
years  old, 
none  younger 

With  children 
under  6 
years  old 

Total  families . 

30,944 

16,896 

14,048 

31,200 

16,960 

14,240 

Married-couple  families . 

24,212 

12,608 

11,604 

24,144 

12,626 

11,518 

With  employed  parent(s) . 

23,086 

11,997 

11,090 

23,090 

12,062 

11,027 

Neither  unemployed . 

21,734 

11,323 

10,412 

21,786 

11,422 

10,364 

Father  employed . 

8,942 

3,928 

5,014 

8,605 

3,826 

4,779 

Mother  employed . 

414 

292 

122 

420 

297 

123 

Both  employed . 

12,378 

7,103 

5,276 

12,761 

7,299 

5,462 

One  unemployed  . 

1,352 

S74 

678 

1,304 

640 

664 

Father  unemployed  . 

499 

256 

243 

458 

236 

222 

Mother  unemployed  . 

853 

418 

435 

846 

404 

442 

With  no  employed  parent . . 

1,126 

610 

515 

1,054 

564 

490 

Father  unemployed . 

387 

141 

246 

355 

132 

223 

Mother  unemployed  . 

55 

27 

28 

40 

23 

17 

Both  unemployed  . 

116 

55 

61 

108 

50 

59 

Neither  in  labor  force . 

568 

387 

180 

551 

359 

191 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

5,914 

3,742 

2,171 

6,140 

3.741 

2,399 

Mother  employed  . 

3,520 

2,497 

1,023 

3,640 

2,587 

1,053 

Mother  not  employed  . 

2,393 

1,245 

1,149 

2,501 

1,155 

1,346 

Unemployed . 

515 

327 

189 

578 

297 

281 

Not  in  labor  force . 

1,878 

918 

960 

1,923 

858 

1,065 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

818 

545 

273 

916 

592 

323 

Father  employed  . 

699 

471 

228 

765 

497 

269 

Father  not  employed  . 

119 

74 

44 

150 

95 

55 

Unemployed . 

55 

32 

22 

72 

38 

34 

Not  in  labor  force . 

64 

42 

22 

78 

57 

21 

Total  families  with  unemployed  parents . 

2,480 

1,256 

1,224 

2,457 

1,180 

1,278 

Table  5.  Employment  status  of  persons  In  families  by  family  relationship,  race,  and  Hispanic  origin,  quarterly  averages  not 
seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Ill 

1984 

III 

1985 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Civilian 

noninsti- 

tutional 

population 

Civilian 

labor 

force 

partici¬ 

pation 

rate 

Unemployed 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

Number 

Percent 

of 

labor 

force 

Percent 

with 

employed 

family 

member(s) 

TOTAL 

In  families  . 

144,745 

64.9 

7,050 

7.5 

69.4 

145,650 

65.9 

6,898 

7.2 

69.0 

In  married-couple  families  . 

121,574 

66.2 

4,974 

6.2 

77.2 

121,714 

66.4 

4,747 

5.9 

77.9 

Husbands  . 

49,870 

79.2 

1,557 

3.9 

57.5 

50,185 

78.7 

1,458 

3.7 

58.8 

Wives . 

49,870 

52.5 

1,538 

5.9 

84.4 

50,185 

53.3 

1,525 

5.7 

84.3 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

21,834 

67.9 

1,879 

12.7 

87.8 

21,344 

68.4 

1,764 

12.1 

88.2 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

18,754 

61.8 

1,712 

14.8 

48.7 

19,105 

61.9 

1,786 

15.1 

47.9 

Householder  . 

9,851 

61.4 

615 

10.2 

19.9 

10,116 

61.4 

681 

11.0 

18.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

8,903 

62.4 

1,097 

19.7 

64.7 

8,989 

62.5 

1,105 

19.7 

66.2 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

4,773 

68.7 

363 

11.1 

60.3 

4,831 

70.0 

365 

10.6 

57.0 

Householder  . 

2,258 

74.5 

124 

7.4 

34.6 

2,365 

76.7 

142 

7.8 

34.0 

Other  family  member(a)  . 

2,515 

63.6 

239 

14.9 

73.5 

2,466 

63.5 

223 

14.2 

72.0- 

White 

In  families . 

125,516 

65.9 

5,102 

8.2 

71.5 

125,858 

66.2 

5,056 

6.1 

71.8 

In  married-couple  families  . 

109,249 

66.1 

4,002 

5.5 

76.9 

109,282 

66.4 

3,884 

5.4 

77.5 

Husbands  . 

45,204 

79.2 

1,305 

3.6 

56.8 

45,436 

78.7 

1,218 

3.4 

57.5 

Wives . 

45,228 

51.6 

1,292 

5.5 

85.0 

45,435 

52.6 

1,304 

5.5 

84.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

18,817 

69.1 

1,405 

10.8 

88.2 

18,411 

69.8 

1,362 

10.6 

88.4 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

12,598 

63.7 

864 

10.8 

49.8 

12,878 

63.4 

933 

11.4 

51.6 

Householder . 

6,725 

62.1 

315 

7.5 

22.4 

6,923 

61.8 

348 

8.1 

22.8 

Other  family  members)  . 

5,873 

65.4 

549 

14.3 

65.5 

5,955 

65.3 

585 

15.1 

68.8 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

3,669 

69.7 

236 

9.2 

60.2 

3,698 

70.8 

238 

9.1 

58.8 

Householder . 

1,756 

75.4 

88 

6.7 

38.5 

1,838 

77.7 

101 

7.1 

36.2 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

1,913 

64.4 

148 

12.0 

72.9 

1,860 

64.1 

137 

11.5 

75.3 

Black 

In  families . 

15,572 

64.0 

1,724 

17.3 

62.5 

15,776 

64.1 

1,634 

16.2 

59.9 

In  married-couple  families  . 

8,980 

67.7 

803 

13.2 

78.3 

9,178 

67.0 

711 

11.6 

79.9 

Husbands  . 

3,429 

77.4 

193 

7.3 

62.7 

3,538 

76.8 

199 

7.3 

67.1 

Wives . 

3,346 

61.6 

198 

9.6 

77.7 

3,465 

60.6 

176 

8.4 

81.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,205 

61.7 

412 

30.3 

85.9 

2,175 

60.9 

336 

25.4 

86.6 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

5,700 

57.9 

811 

24.6 

47.7 

5,703 

58.6 

817 

24.4 

43.2 

Householder  . 

2,897 

60.0 

288 

16.6 

17.7 

2,944 

60.6 

318 

17.8 

12.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

2,803 

55.8 

523 

33.5 

64.2 

2,759 

56.5 

499 

32.0 

62.7 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

892 

65.9 

110 

18.7 

56.4 

895 

69.5 

106 

17.0 

54.7 

Householder . 

419 

71.6 

29 

9.6 

18.6 

431 

74.8 

28 

8.6 

28.6 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

473 

60.9 

81 

28.0 

70.7 

464 

64.4 

78 

26.0 

64.6 

Hispanic  origin 

In  families . 

(’) 

(') 

ft 

ft 

ft 

9,683 

64.5 

668 

10.7 

67.1 

In  married-couple  families  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

7,452 

66.3 

478 

9.7 

73.2 

Husbands  . 

(’) 

ft 

(’) 

ft 

ft 

2,785 

86.5 

163 

6.8 

52.7 

Wives . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

2,927 

50.5 

130 

8.8 

80.7 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

0 

ft 

(’) 

ft 

ft 

1,740 

60.6 

185 

17.6 

85.8 

In  families  maintained  by  women . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

1,745 

52.9 

155 

16.8 

47.1 

Householder  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

956 

48.2 

58 

12.5 

21.5 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

789 

58.6 

97 

21.0 

62.9 

In  families  maintained  by  men . 

0 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 

486 

77.4 

35 

9.3 

71.4 

Householder  . 

0 

ft 

ft 

(’) 

ft 

226 

83.1 

14 

7.6 

40.4 

Other  family  member(s)  . 

0 

(’) 

ft 

ft 

ft 

260 

72.4 

21 

11.0 

91.1 

1  Data  on  Hispanic  families  for  1984  are  not  available  on  a  revised 
basis  that  reflects  the  adjustments  to  the  population  totals  introduced  in 
January  1985. 

NOTE:  Detail  for  the  above  race  and  Hispanic-origin  groups  will  not 


sum  to  totals  because  data  for  the  "other  races”  group  are  not 
presented  and  Hispanics  are  included  in  both  the  white  and  black 
population  groups. 


Table  6.  Families  with  wage  and  salary  earners  by  race,  Hispanic  origin,  type  of  family,  and  median  usual  weekly  wage  and  salary 
earnings,  quarterly  averages,  not  seasonally  adjusted 


(Numbers  in  thousands) 


Characteristic 

Number  of 

families 

Percent  distribution 

Median  weekly  earnings 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

III 

1984 

III 

1985 

TOTAL 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1/ . 

41,281 

42,021 

100.0 

100.0 

$501 

$520 

One  earner . . . 

19,086 

19,199 

46.2 

45.7 

325 

337 

Two  or  more  earners . 

22,195 

22,822 

53.8 

54.3 

665 

693 

Married-couple  families . 

33,208 

33,683 

100.0 

100.0 

553 

581 

One  earner . 

13,753 

13,728 

41.4 

40.8 

375 

388 

Husband . . . 

11,004 

10,866 

33. 1 

32.3 

418 

438 

Wife . . . 

2,102 

2,131 

6.3 

6.3 

209 

216 

Other  family  member . 

647 

731 

1.9 

2.2 

194 

207 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,456 

19,956 

58.6 

59.2 

688 

718 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

13,167 

13,594 

39.7 

40.4 

650 

683 

Husband,  wife,  and  other  family  member(s) . 

3,218 

3,318 

9.7 

9.9 

921 

967 

Husband  and  other  family  member (s) . . . 

2,378 

2,386 

7.2 

7.1 

700 

688 

Wife  and  other  family  meraber(s) . 

475 

505 

1.4 

1.5 

453 

460 

Other  family  members  only . 

217 

154 

.7 

.5 

413 

450 

Families  maintained  by  women . . . 

6,493 

6,636 

100.0 

100.0 

289 

296 

One  earner . . . 

4,399 

4,446 

67.7 

67.0 

231 

232 

Householder . 

3,352 

3,455 

51.6 

52.1 

243 

239 

Other  family  member . 

1,047 

991 

16.1 

14.9 

199 

206 

Two  or  more  earners . . . 

2,095 

2,191 

32.3 

33.0 

450 

490 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,580 

1,701 

100.0 

100.0 

417 

434 

One  earner . . . . . . . . 

935 

1,026 

59.2 

60.3 

312 

323 

Householder . 

675 

789 

42.7 

46.4 

346 

373 

Other  family  member . . . 

260 

237 

16.5 

13.9 

233 

214 

Two  or  more  earners.... . . . . 

645 

675 

40.8 

39.7 

636 

602 

White 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earners  1/ . .' . 

35,429 

35,981 

100.0 

100.0 

517 

542 

One  earner . 

16,090 

16,253 

45.4 

45.2 

345 

358 

Two  or  more  earners . 

19,339 

19,729 

54.6 

54.8 

675 

706 

Married-couple  families . 

29,598 

29,982 

100.0 

100.0 

562 

590 

One  earner . . . 

12,356 

12,347 

41.7 

41.2 

384 

399 

Husband . 

10,016 

9,875 

33.8 

32.9 

427 

452 

Wife . 

1,768 

1,826 

6.0 

6.1 

210 

216 

Two  or  more  earners . . . . . 

17,242 

17,635 

58.3 

58.8 

694 

726 

Husband  and  wife  only . 

11,636 

12,024 

39.3 

40.1 

654 

690 

Families  maintained  by  women . . . . 

4,613 

4,697 

100.0 

100.0 

303 

306 

One  earner . 

3,042 

3,111 

65.9 

66.2 

244 

240 

Two  or  more  earners . . . 

1,571 

1,585 

34.1 

33.8 

463 

511 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

1,218 

1,303 

100.0 

100.0 

450 

452 

One  earner . 

692 

794 

56.8 

60.9 

316 

345 

Two  or  more  earners..... . 

526 

509 

43.2 

39.1 

646 

621 

Black 

Families  with  wage  or  salary  earnersl/. . . . . . 

4,730 

4,858 

100.0 

100.0 

362 

376 

One  earner . 

2,471 

2,438 

52.3 

50.2 

231 

238 

Two  or  more  earners . 

2,258 

2,420 

47.7 

49.8 

555 

563 

Married-couple  families . 

2,688 

2,766 

100.0 

100.0 

468 

477 

One  earner . 

1,003 

1,007 

37.3 

36.4 

262 

271 

Husband  . . . . . . 

688 

672 

25.6 

24.3 

295 

308 

Wife . 

266 

257 

9.9 

9.3 

198 

198 

Two  or  more  earners . 

1,685 

1,760 

62.7 

63.6 

606 

607 

Husband  and  wife  only..... . . 

1,168 

1,192 

43.4 

43.1 

594 

606 

Families  maintained  by  women . 

1,737 

1,761 

100.0 

100.0 

243 

260 

One  earner . 

1,259 

1,244 

72.5 

70.6 

206 

211 

Two  or  more  earners . 

478 

517 

27.5 

29.4 

397 

438 

Families  maintained  by  men . 

304 

331 

100.0 

100.0 

360 

395 

One  earner . . . 

209 

188 

68.5 

56.8 

304 

289 

Two  or  more  earners . 

96 

143 

31.5 

43.2 

(2) 

515 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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